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“WALKING IN THE SHADOW OF THE ANTICHRIST”  

The Future Kingdoms Foretold” (Daniel 2:26-49) 

Daniel now faced a daunting exchange with the proud and temperamental monarch. The king’s 
anger and volatility previously indicated that he was in a particularly agitated state. In such a 
moment, Daniel would have to tell this man who ruled the Eastern world that his kingdom 
would not be everlasting and its destiny did not even lie within his powers. Indeed, the 
Babylonian Empire would not survive half a century after the demise of Nebuchadnezzar.  

As he unfolded this glorious panorama of human history of “what shall be in the latter days” 
(v28), Daniel showed Nebuchadnezzar the future before the curtain arose over the scene, 
including the future of the Gentile kingdoms.  This has already lasted over 2,500 years.  This 
conveys the fact of God’s absolute sovereignty over history, as the only way He can reveal the 
future is if He controls it.  This axiom would be later acknowledged by the great monarch, “And 
all the inhabitants of the earth are reputed as nothing: and He doeth according to His will in the army of heaven, 
and among the inhabitants of the earth: and none can stay His hand, or say unto Him, What doest thou?” 
(Daniel 4:35) 

This chapter would also comfort the people of God in exile who saw their beloved temple 
and city desecrated and destroyed. It would prove to them that God had not finished with Israel 
and He is faithful to His covenant promises.  God looks and works best in impossible positions 
from man’s perspective, as man’s extremity is God’s opportunity. 

The king answered and said to Danie l ,  whose name was Bel teshazzar,  Art thou able  to 
make known unto me the dream which I have seen,  and the interpretat ion thereo f? (v26)  

This question was a subtle temptation for Daniel.  Many are the heroes in all their stories, despite 
the fact that it was God working it all through them.  The king’s question gave Daniel a perfect 
opportunity to boast and to advance his own position and reputation.  He could even be 
tempted to negotiate repatriation to his homeland in Judah with a ruling position there.  Lesser 
men would have capitulated, but not Daniel.  He would exhibit the same humility as his 
illustrious predecessor Joseph who when faced with the same temptation before the great 
Pharaoh humbled himself and exalted the Lord, “And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, I have dreamed a 
dream, and there is none that can interpret it: and I have heard say of thee, that thou canst understand a dream to 
interpret it. And Joseph answered Pharaoh, saying, I t  i s  not  in me:  God shal l  g ive  Pharaoh an 
answer o f  peace .” (Genesis 41:15-16) 

Danie l  answered in the presence o f  the king,  and said,  The secre t  which the king hath 
demanded cannot the wise  men, the astro logers ,  the magic ians,  the soothsayers ,  shew unto 
the king;  But there i s  a God in heaven that reveale th secre ts ,  and maketh known to the 

king Nebuchadnezzar what shal l  be in the lat ter  days .  Thy dream, and the v is ions o f  thy 
head upon thy bed,  are these ;  (v27-28) 

Daniel seized the opportunity to lift up the Lord before the greatest monarch in the East.  There 
is only one person we as believers should exalt in our lives, “….He that glorieth, let him glory in the 
Lord” (1 Cor. 1:31). Walvoord correctly notes, “Daniel’s answer is a masterpiece of setting the 
matter in its proper light and giving God the glory.” He truly lived out Matthew 5:16, “Let your 
light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven.”  
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Daniel was not trying to humiliate here his contemporaries and rivals when he pointed out, 
“The secret which the king hath demanded cannot the wise men, the astrologers, the magicians, the soothsayers, 
shew unto the king.” (v27) But he wanted to ensure that God got the greatest glory before men.  
His hearers had to be brought to see the limitations of human wisdom. In so doing Daniel would 
conclusively prove that the wisdom of men and the gods of Babylon were impotent. There was 
nothing controversial in setting forth the helplessness of man as these “wise men” had confessed 
as such in v10-11.  

After demonstrating the limitations of man’s wisdom, Daniel contrasted with the divine, 
“But there is a God in heaven that revealeth secrets, and maketh known to the king Nebuchadnezzar what shall 
be in the latter days.” (v28)  Whereas man is limited, there are no limitations in God’s knowledge, 
“He telleth the number of the stars; He calleth them all by their names. Great is our Lord, and of great power: 
His understanding is infinite” (Psa. 147:4-5).  

As for thee ,  O king,  thy thoughts came into thy mind upon thy bed,  what should come to 
pass hereaf ter :  and He that reveale th secre ts  maketh known to thee what shal l  come to 

pass .  But as for  me,  this  secre t  i s  not  revealed to me for  any wisdom that I  have more than 
any l iv ing ,  but for  the ir  sakes that shal l  make known the interpretat ion to the king,  and 

that thou mightes t  know the thoughts o f  thy heart .  (v29-30) 

This statement must have come as a great surprise to Nebuchadnezzar that God had revealed his 
most intimate thoughts as he lay on his bed.  There was no way from a human perspective that 
Daniel would know this.  The great monarch was contemplating the future with uncertainty in 
his mind.  Men might exalt him as divine by words but deep down he knew that he was limited 
in many ways.  Every man has a consciousness of eternity, “He hath set the world in their heart, so that 
no man can find out the work that God maketh from the beginning to the end” (Eccl. 3:11) and God’s 
judgment on sin (cf. Romans 1:32). Derek Thomas notes,  

Nebuchadnezzar is the greatest power on earth, but in this dream all he is a spectator.  
God is the one who is controlling history. All Nebuchadnezzar can do is look on 
because he doesn’t call the shots, God does. 

Daniel then paused to consider himself in light of all of this.  He wanted to underline that 
there was nothing in him, “But as for me, this secret is not revealed to me for any wisdom that I have more 
than any living.” (v30) Daniel proved here that he not only knew who God was but also he knew 
who Daniel was! He knew that God was everything and Daniel was nothing, but the mere 
instrument of revelation. This is a wonderful picture of humility for one so young and so gifted 
by God, especially as he had been given a revelation to the future like no other before him. 
There is a marked contrast between Arioch (v25) and Daniel in these verses.  This gives us an 
insight into why God could trust such a young man with such a profound revelation.  

Thou, O king,  sawest ,  and behold a great  image .  This great  image ,  whose br ightness  was 
exce l l ent ,  s tood be fore  thee ;  and the form thereo f  was terr ib le .  This image 's  head was o f  f ine 

go ld,  his  breast  and his  arms o f  s i lver ,  his  be l ly  and his  thighs o f  brass ,  His l egs  o f  i ron,  
his  f ee t  part  o f  i ron and part  o f  c lay .  Thou sawest  t i l l  that a s tone was cut  out without 

hands,  which smote the image upon his  f ee t  that were o f  i ron and c lay ,  and brake them to 
pieces .  Then was the iron,  the c lay ,  the brass ,  the s i lver ,  and the go ld,  broken to pieces  
together ,  and became l ike the chaf f  o f  the summer threshing f loors ;  and the wind carr ied 

them away,  that no place was found for them: and the s tone that smote the image became a 
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great  mountain,  and f i l l ed the whole  earth.  This i s  the dream; and we wi l l  t e l l  the 
interpretat ion thereo f  be fore  the king.  (v31-36) 

This truly was a disturbing dream that was both simple and strange. It was no wonder that 
Nebuchadnezzar was “troubled” by insomnia! A number of observations should be made about 
this vision. It is eschatological of “what shall be in the latter days” (v28), so it is not just to be applied 
to the times of Daniel.  There are four metallic parts to the image seen – gold, silver, brass, and 
iron.  These metals are presented as a sequence.  They show a pattern of declining in value or 
preciousness, yet an increase in strength.  Some commentators have pointed out that there is a 
decline in the gravity of each metallic element, which would make the image more brittle as you 
go from head to toe. This is exaggerated at the base as the mixture of iron and clay is very 
unstable.  Yet all make up the “great image” in the form of an image of a man.  

It must also be noted at this point that the stone that destroys the spectacular image is of a 
different character from the metallic parts, yet its power and extend is greater than the might of 
the metallic parts, “became a great mountain, and filled the whole earth.” (v35) Although the stone has 
these differences in essence, the vision portrays this stone replacing the function of the metallic 
parts. The stone will replace forever what the image once was.  This is an essential point because 
if the image reflects earthly kingdoms, then the stone must replace them with an earthly 
kingdom. We must also note that the image was shaped in the form of a man, yet the stone is 
not from human hands as we are told, “a stone was cut out without hands.” (v34) 

One last thought that will enable a proper interpretation is to observe the point of the 
destruction. The image that had appeared as so formidable and spectacular had been blown away 
so not a trace remained. The stone will not destroy the legs of iron, but “smote the image upon his 
feet that were of iron and clay, and brake them to pieces.” (v34) Only when that is finally done do we see, 
“Then was the iron, the clay, the brass, the silver, and the gold, broken to pieces together, and became like the 
chaff of the summer threshing floors; and the wind carried them away, that no place was found for them.” (v35)   
So whatever the feet of iron and clay are will determine the timing of the destruction of what the 
whole image represents once and for all.  

Daniel had no doubt in God’s revelation, “This is the dream; and we will tell the interpretation 
thereof before the king.”(v36) He was a young man that truly was confident in God’s power and 
God’s word. It is notable that the king did not interrupt him, as clearly he had identified every 
significant detail in the dream. Probably Nebuchadnezzar was silenced in awe and fear with what 
he was hearing.  Only a perfect sovereign God could give a perfect insight into the hidden 
thoughts of the heart and give a perfect interpretation as to what they mean for the future.  

Thou, O king,  art  a king o f  kings :  for  the God of  heaven hath g iven thee a kingdom, 
power ,  and strength,  and g lory .  And wheresoever  the chi ldren o f  men dwel l ,  the beasts  o f  the 
f i e ld and the fowls o f  the heaven hath He given into thine hand, and hath made thee ruler  

over  them al l .  Thou art  this  head o f  go ld.  And af ter  thee shal l  ar ise  another kingdom 
infer ior  to thee ,  and another third kingdom of  brass ,  which shal l  bear rule  over  al l  the 
earth.  And the fourth kingdom shal l  be s trong as i ron:  forasmuch as iron breaketh in 

pieces  and subdueth al l  things :  and as iron that breaketh al l  these ,  shal l  i t  break in pieces  
and bruise .  And whereas thou sawest  the f ee t  and toes ,  part  o f  pot ters '  c lay ,  and part  o f  

i ron,  the kingdom shal l  be div ided;  but there shal l  be in i t  o f  the s trength o f  the iron,  
forasmuch as thou sawest  the iron mixed with miry c lay .  And as the toes  o f  the f ee t  were 
part  o f  i ron,  and part  o f  c lay ,  so the kingdom shal l  be part ly  s trong,  and part ly  broken. 
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And whereas thou sawest  i ron mixed with miry c lay ,  they shal l  mingle  themselves  with the 
seed o f  men: but they shal l  not  c l eave one to another ,  even as iron is  not  mixed with c lay .  

And in the days o f  these  kings shal l  the God of  heaven se t  up a kingdom, which shal l  never  
be destroyed:  and the kingdom shal l  not  be l e f t  to  other people ,  but i t  shal l  break in pieces  
and consume al l  these  kingdoms, and i t  shal l  s tand for ever .  Forasmuch as thou sawest  that 
the s tone was cut  out o f  the mountain without hands,  and that i t  brake in pieces  the iron,  
the brass ,  the c lay ,  the s i lver ,  and the go ld;  the great  God hath made known to the king 

what shal l  come to pass hereaf ter :  and the dream is  cer tain,  and the interpretat ion thereo f  
sure .  (v37-45) 

Daniel asserted the sovereignty of God from the beginning. He reminded Nebuchadnezzar that 
although he might be “a king of kings,” he did not control this world, but God does, “for the God of 
heaven hath given thee a kingdom, power, and strength, and glory. And wheresoever the children of men dwell, the 
beasts of the field and the fowls of the heaven hath He given into thine hand, and hath made thee ruler over them 
all.” (v37-38) This was not a message that would naturally be welcomed by this proud monarch 
who assumed that his superior military prowess and wisdom had accomplished his great 
kingdom. Later in this book, he boasted, “Is not this great Babylon, that I have built for the house of the 
kingdom by the might of my power, and for the honour of my majesty?” (Daniel 4:30). 

Daniel now confidently stepped forward with the interpretation. The four metallic parts of 
the image, as well as the mixed part of iron and clay, and the stone itself he stated represent 
kingdoms. The metallic kingdoms are straightforward to identify, as Daniel made clear that the 
head of gold represents Nebuchadnezzar’s Babylon, “Thou art this head of gold.” (v38) The other 
three are the kingdoms or empires that follow in succession and, with the insights from Daniel 7 
and 8, we can identify them as the silver breast and arms representing the Medo-Persian Empire, 
the brass torso the Greek Empire, and the iron legs the mighty Roman Empire.  

Each of these kingdoms was less glorious, but more powerful in terms of its military 
prowess and extent.  So they traded magnificence for strength. For instance, the third kingdom 
of the Greeks “shall bear rule over all the earth.” (v39) Alexander the Great who died before he was 
31 ruled from Europe to India by conquering rival kingdoms at an incredible rate. In Daniel 7 he 
is pictured as a leopard with wings because of the speed of his conquests. The Roman Empire 
was the greatest in military strength, extent, and length. It crushed all resistance with its iron legs 
ruling from Britain to the Euphrates and from northern Europe to Africa. In the West it existed 
for 500 years and all the way to 1453 in the East, when the Turks conquered Constantinople. 

The next agreed point in interpretation is that the stone represents the Lord Jesus Christ.  
(Psa. 118:22; Matt. 21:42-44; 1 Peter 2:6-8). The great mountain that then, “filled the whole earth” 
(v35) is His earthly kingdom. The more controversial point is: when does this kingdom of Christ 
begin?   

Some say that it began when Christ came and set up the NT church age. The attraction of 
this view was that it did occur during the days of the Roman Empire so there is a chronological 
sequence as the interpretation sets forth, “in the days of these kings shall the God of heaven set up a 
kingdom, which shall never be destroyed.” (v44) There are problems with this. It doesn’t explain how 
this occurs “in the latter days” (v28) if it is all past and also it doesn’t solve the conundrum that the 
other kingdoms were earthly ones and the language suggests that an earthly kingdom of Jesus 
Christ replaced the earthly kingdoms of men. Another problem is that this will be a time when 
Christ’s rule, “filled the whole earth” (v35). But presently, the whole earth is not under the rule of 
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Christ. Indeed, John reminds us that the devil has a certain level of authority, “and the whole world 
lieth in wickedness.” (1 John 5:19)   

There is also the anomaly of the fifth kingdom represented by the toes partly of iron and 
partly of clay. It is true that the Roman Empire was first divided into two parts and slowly 
disintegrated into many unrelated parts and kingdoms. Yet, it should also be noted that no 
empire emerged to replace the Roman Empire when it imploded from within, which is 
suggestive that this aspect of the great image is yet future to us. But more importantly the 
dissolution of the Roman Empire took place many centuries after the birth of Jesus Christ and 
not contemporaneous to this event if we were to maintain that the stone destroying the image 
was the church. It is also true that the church has had an influence but that it has not yet crushed 
the kingdoms of this world. Indeed, the Roman Empire was not destroyed by the Church, but by 
its own internal corruptions and divisions. Following the beginning of the demise of the Roman 
Empire did not emerge the rise of militant Christianity on the planet, but the millennium of 
darkness under Rome when the Bible was hidden from the masses. John Walvoord points out 
the weakness in taking a differing view, 

The only rule on which prophetic interpretation can be judged is whether the 
interpretation corresponds to the fulfillment.  Nothing is more evident after nineteen 
hundred years of Christianity than that the stone, if it reflects the church or the spiritual 
kingdom which Christ formed at His first coming, is not in any sense of the term 
occupying the center of the stage in which Gentile power has been destroyed. As a 
matter of fact, in the twentieth century the church has been an ebbing tide in the affairs 
of the world; and there has been no progress whatever in the church’s gaining control 
of the world politically. If the image represents the political power of the Gentiles, it is 
very much still standing. 

It will be the return of Christ that demolishes all the kingdom of men when He sets up His 
One-world government and rule (1 Cor. 15:24; Rev. 5:10; 19:15). He will reign from Jerusalem 
with a rod of iron. This is the time foretold by the angel to Mary, “He shall be great, and shall be 
called the Son of the Highest: and the Lord God shall give unto Him the throne of his father David:  And He 
shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom there shall be no end.” (Luke 1:32-33) Christ 
and His millennial kingdom will reshape the world, “And the LORD shall be king over all the earth: in 
that day shall there be one LORD, and His name one.” (Zech. 14:9) This is the foundation for the 
prayer, “Thy kingdom come.” (Matt. 6:10)  

So the best way to view this, I believe, is that the kingdom of the toes partly of iron and 
partly of clay is yet future under the antichrist. The kingdom of Christ that will replace those of 
this world will be in the millennium (Now, this does not mean that Christ is not now the 
mediatorial King who rules a spiritual kingdom, but that the visible aspect of His mediatorial 
earthly reign is yet future). For Christ to set up His earthly kingdom to rule over the kingdoms of 
men, then all the kingdoms of men will have to be overthrown and then every knee shall bow 
and every tongue confess that He is Lord. Hence, there is a 2,000 year gap between Rome’s 
kingdom and the rise of the kingdom of antichrist and the earthly kingdom of Christ. This 
period is sometimes referred to as the Times of the Gentiles. It is the same period that Christ 
described in Luke 21:24, “And they shall fall by the edge of the sword, and shall be led away captive into all 
nations: and Jerusalem shall be trodden down of the Gentiles, until the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled.”  



For 18 October 2015                                                                          Cornerstone Church Bible Class  
                                         

  

www.oldfaith.wordpress.com 6 

 
In summary, the prophecies of Daniel 2:31-40 have been fulfilled in history, 

whereas the prophecies of Daniel 2:41-45 are yet to be fulfilled. Daniel’s point is not to 
identify the precise moment in history that this will happen but that it will surely happen. Just as 
God predicted the overthrow of the first four earthly kingdoms, so we can be confident that He 
will finally overthrow all and establish the earthly kingdom of Christ. This kingdom is immutable 
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and eternal as we pass from the millennium into the eternal golden age. Reformed and 
Presbyterian writer, Michael Barrett points this truth out, “If the image represented earthly 
kingdoms, the only thing that can replace them is an earthly kingdom. That just makes sense, and 
it’s another reason I’m a premillennialist.”  

Then the king Nebuchadnezzar f e l l  upon his  face ,  and worshipped Danie l ,  and commanded 
that they should o f f er  an oblat ion and sweet  odours unto him. The king answered unto 

Danie l ,  and said,  Of a truth i t  i s ,  that your God is  a God of  gods ,  and a Lord o f  kings ,  
and a revealer  o f  secre ts ,  see ing thou couldest  reveal  this  secre t .  Then the king made Danie l  
a great  man, and gave him many great  g i f t s ,  and made him ruler  over  the whole  province o f  

Babylon,  and chie f  o f  the governors over al l  the wise  men of  Babylon.  (v46-48) 

This was probably the first time this king showed obeisance to any other man!  It shows 
that he was greatly moved by the truths of this revelation. As a pagan we would not expect him 
to have a right view of God so he offered worship to Daniel also. However, Daniel got part of 
the message through to him that Jehovah was not simply some localised God of the Jews but the 
Almighty God, as the king confesses, “Of a truth it is, that your God is a God of gods, and a Lord of 
kings.” (v47) Someone has well said that, “the real mark of a saint is that he makes it easier for 
others to believe in God.” 

Now, the king did not confess at this juncture that God is the only true and sovereign 
God, but simply that Jehovah is greater than any of the other gods of the Babylonians. There is 
no indication yet that Nebuchadnezzar had given up on polytheism. The light was beginning to 
dawn on the monarch’s heart and in Daniel 4 the seed planted here would bear fruit. He had 
come a long way from respecting Daniel in chapter one to now respecting Daniel’s God.  

Like Joseph, Daniel’s humility was honoured as he was made, “ruler over the whole province of 
Babylon, and chief of the governors over all the wise men of Babylon.” (v48) The king proved true to his 
word (v6). God moved to place His servant in the place that He could now use him for the next 
70 years. An uncompromising, humble, and courageous man of faith is the kind of man God can 
trust and use in such a position. 

Then Danie l  requested o f  the king,  and he se t  Shadrach,  Meshach,  and Abednego,  over  the 
af fa irs  o f  the province o f  Babylon:  but Danie l  sat  in the gate  o f  the king.  (v49) 

God has proved Himself faithful here in not just preserving the remnant but moving them into 
places of influence. Daniel showed another side to his multi-faceted character that the Holy 
Spirit has molded – his consideration for others.  The contrast between the self-serving Arioch 
(v25) and Daniel is marked. It would be easy for him to think that he had taken all the risks so he 
deserves all the honour. It would also be just as convenient to be caught up in the moment of his 
exaltation and forget about his faithful friends.  But he seized the moment to seek favour for his 
beloved companions. That is true agape love, “Charity suffereth long, and is kind; charity envieth not; 
charity vaunteth not itself, is not puffed up, Doth not behave itself unseemly, seeketh not her own, is not easily 
provoked, thinketh no evil” (1 Cor. 13:4-5).  

LESSONS TO LEARN 

(1) The kingdoms and corporations of this world may seem impressive and intimidating from 
our limited perspective. All the kingdoms of men will pass away like Nebuchadnezzar’s Babylon, 
which is only a footnote in history. For those that remain they will one day also be like the image 
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when hit by the stone. Everything made by the hands of man is temporal. That is another reason 
why we are to not seek earthly treasures but heavenly ones.  

(2) History is not in the hands of any man, but in God’s hands.  He alone is in control of all the 
events of time and is working out His own perfect purpose and that purpose will stand. No 
power in earth or hell can hinder God’s purposes prevailing. We need not fear, as the eternal 
counsels of God have already written all history. There is no need for us to worry about the 
future of Christ’s cause. His kingdom will arise and take over this whole world.  

(3) The history of this world is not aimless, but God is working through even the actions of 
wicked men for the glorious purpose of Christ’s return. Even the most evil empire serves God’s 
eternal purposes. We may not understand exactly what God is doing in our lives or in the world 
around us but we know that in the end His kingdom will ultimately prevail. Are you walking in 
accordance to God’s eternal programme or are you striving to obtain more of this temporal 
world?  Should you not be working to accomplish something worthwhile and eternal? All of our 
talents and resources should be devoted to this singular purpose.  
 
 


