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THURSDAY 8 OCTOBER 2015 

Scripture Reading: 2 Samuel 21; 2 Timothy 4:7 

OLD AGE 
 

There are more troubles on the horizon for David. An old enemy has returned, “Moreover the 
Philistines had yet war again with Israel.” (v15a) Previously David had been able to handle the 
Philistines. He had always led from the front. But on this occasion age has now caught up with 
this once powerful young warrior, “and David went down, and his servants with him, and fought against 
the Philistines: and David waxed faint.” (v15b) Even a great man of God grows old. Time does not 
stand still for even the child of God.  

Things were so bad that David was almost vanquished by his perennial enemy, “And 
Ishbibenob, which was of the sons of the giant, the weight of whose spear weighed three hundred shekels of brass in 
weight, he being girded with a new sword, thought to have slain David.” (v16) Providence intervened to 
preserve David, “But Abishai the son of Zeruiah succoured him, and smote the Philistine, and killed him.” 
(v17a) The man who saved David’s life was his nephew, Abishai who was the brother of Joab. 
These brothers were gifted warriors. They are enigmas – so cowardly at times yet also so brave at 
times. So disloyal at times and yet at times so loyal to their uncle. It is interesting to note that 
when David’s strength failed God protected him through the strength of others. Often the Lord 
will permit us to be in places where we need the help of others. 

At the beginning of David’s public ministry he is in battle with giants and towards the 
end of his 40 years as king he is still doing battle with giants. This is a good reminder that the 
pilgrim life is one long marathon struggle to glory. There are giants to face all the way. This 
world is certainly not heaven. Daniel faced the Den of Lions in his eighties. The Apostle Paul 
fought the good fight from Damascus all the way to Rome.  

The people rightly discerned that David was not the man of physical strength that he 
once had been, “Then the men of David sware unto him, saying, Thou shalt go no more out with us to battle, 
that thou quench not the light of Israel.” (v17b) They also recognised that this man had deep spiritual 
qualities that was almost impossible to replace. There will be people in life that are almost 
irreplaceable – they are rare jewels from God. Men like Calvin, Wesley, Whitefield, Spurgeon 
leave giant shoes that few can fill. I think also a godly father or mother are choice blessings that 
leave an irreplaceable void when they pass on. Often we don’t even realise what a blessing they 
are until they are gone!  

There is a time of life that leaders must retire from certain activities. That’s also the 
leading of providence and we should respect the sovereign will of God. Great harm has been 
done to the work of God by especially pastors attempting to maintain their presence in a 
pastorate when they lack the physical gifts for doing so. These men become a liability to the 
ministry they had served so faithfully. Their presence is then for their glory than the Lord’s glory. 
The unconditional test of being “apt to teach” (1 Tim. 3:2) of a pastor is one that must be present 
at that moment for a man to maintain the office of a pastor in a local church.  

 

HYMN: HGG 594 Marching On 
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PRAYER: Guide Us as We Grow Old 


