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TUESDAY 6 OCTOBER 2015 

Scripture Reading: 2 Samuel 21; Isaiah 66:13 

A MOTHER’S DEVOTION 
 

Although David agreed to the request of the Gibeonites, he had one condition, “But the king 
spared Mephibosheth, the son of Jonathan the son of Saul, because of the LORD’s oath that was between them, 
between David and Jonathan the son of Saul.” (v7) Saul may not keep his word but David always keeps 
his vows to others!The next event happens quickly. Justice must be done and be seen to be done, 
“But the king took the two sons of Rizpah the daughter of Aiah, whom she bare unto Saul, Armoni and 
Mephibosheth; and the five sons of Michal the daughter of Saul, whom she brought up for Adriel the son of 
Barzillai the Meholathite: And he delivered them into the hands of the Gibeonites, and they hanged them in the 
hill before the LORD: and they fell all seven together, and were put to death in the days of harvest, in the first 
days, in the beginning of barley harvest.” (v8-9) It is interesting that there is no reference to any public 
dissent to this action. The ordinary people of Israel likely recognised that this was the will of 
God.  

 In the execution of justice, there are always those who will suffer because of the evil 
doers. This is seen in the heartbreaking pain of a mother, “And Rizpah the daughter of Aiah took 
sackcloth, and spread it for her upon the rock, from the beginning of harvest until water dropped upon them out of 
heaven, and suffered neither the birds of the air to rest on them by day, nor the beasts of the field by night.” (v10 
This is a very human picture here of the love of a mother. Few scenes in the Bible are so 
compelling and touching as the story of Rizpah and her care of the dead. For five solid months 
Rizpah faithfully watched over the bodies over these two sons. Her love and devotion never 
wavered. Their memory was still precious to her. We can imagine her sitting there day and night 
exposed to the elements in this act of devotion to her dead sons. The smell of decay didn’t deter 
her. It must have been frightening with all the wild animals and a lonely vigil. Rizpah couldn’t 
keep them from being hung, but she could watch that no further acts of dishonour be done to 
their bodies.  

This poor woman had suffered much in life through the sins of others like Saul. It 
certainly wasn’t a life of sunshine and roses. She was a concubine of Saul’s so wouldn’t have had 
the full respect and honour that a wife had. Her status would have been diminished in the home. 
Doubtless, she was a very beautiful woman as concubines normally were. Clearly, she was 
attractive enough for Abner and Ishbosheth to later argue over. Rizpah had to endure the awful 
death of her first husband Saul (along with the knowledge of his beheading and mutilation of his 
body). As a widow, she was then an object of dispute between Abner (Saul’s cousin and general) 
and Ishbosheth (Saul’s youngest son). Then she would have had to live through the terrible 
murder of both of those men. Her hopes and dreams were tied up in these two sons. To crown 
her life of suffering and loss, these two boys were now snatched from her. One can only imagine 
the anguish of a mother who has lost everything and used and abused by everyone. The only 
thing left was to protect the last vestiges of dignity of her family. Only true love could have kept 
her there in that 5 month vigil. As one writer has said, “Rizpah would not bury her grief as long 
as the bodies of her sons remained unburied.” 

HYMN: HGG 435 Love Divine, All Loves Excelling 
PRAYER: Help Us To Be Dignified 


