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FRIDAY 30 OCTOBER 2015 

Scripture Reading: 2 Samuel 23; Romans 12 

UNITY IN DIVERSITYP 
 

We are introduced to one of the great warriors of David’s army called Benaiah. His father 
Jehoiada was also a great soldier who was described as a “valiant man.” Benaiah’s 
accomplishments were legendary, “who had done many acts, he slew two lionlike men of Moab: he went 
down also and slew a lion in the midst of a pit in time of snow: And he slew an Egyptian, a goodly man: and the 
Egyptian had a spear in his hand; but he went down to him with a staff, and plucked the spear out of the 
Egyptian's hand, and slew him with his own spear.” (v20b-21) So, Benaiah fearlessly struck down two 
of Moab’s fiercest men. He also went down to one of the worst places (a pit) to face one of the 
worst foes (a lion) in the worst possible conditions (in a time of snow) and still won the fight. 
Like his king, this man also faced a giant and defeated him even though the Egyptian had a spear 
and he only had a club. Benaiah was no ordinary soldier. It is no wonder that he was in charge of 
David’s personal bodyguard (v23). 

 This list of diverse but united warriors is instructive for us. It reminds us that all men 
(and women) are created equal before God in His image, “So God created man in his own image, in the 
image of God created He him; male and female created He them” (Gen. 1:27) yet not every person is equal 
in natural gifts and opportunities, and the type of service that God ordains for us. We may not 
be in the first three of a specific field of responsibility. That should not keep us from serving the 
Lord in another field of another three! Paul reminded the Roman believers of this unity in 
diversity, “For as we have many members in one body, and all members have not the same office: So we, being 
many, are one body in Christ, and every one members one of another. Having then gifts differing according to the 
grace that is given to us..” (Romans 12:4-6a) 

Just as a human body has diverse members that work together for the functioning of the 
one body, so the body of Christ has many members but one body, “For as we have many members in 
one body.” Although we are united in this one body we have diversity of functions, “and all members 
have not the same office.” The members are not independent of one another but interdependent as, 
“every one members one of another.” An eye or hand cannot function properly cut off from the rest of 
the body. No one is an island in the body of Christ. The Holy Spirit is not solely incarnated in 
one member of the church. God’s work is achieved on a corporate level through the body of 
Christ. The apostle Paul was blessed with many spiritual and natural gifts yet he always worked in 
harmony with the local churches. He was not a lone ranger or maverick! 

Once we have truly dedicated ourselves to the Lord, we can recognise our place and how 
we can contribute to the members of the body of Christ. Every believer is part of the body of 
Christ. We are united in Motivation and in the Message we preach, but diverse in Modes of service. 
As such, we all have received diverse spiritual gifts by which the body of Christ is supported and 
sustained. There is a need for us to exercise these. They are not to be hoarded or used simply for 
our own benefit. 

 

HYMN: HGG 625 Who Can Divide Us?  
PRAYER: Help Us to Work Together  


