
SATURDAY 3 OCTOBER 2015 

Scripture Reading: 2 Samuel 21; Romans 10 

UNWISE ZEAL 
 

The attack of Saul on the Gibeonites was done publicly, “Saul sought to slay them in his zeal 
to the children of Israel and Judah.” (v2b) We are told he did it in his “zeal.” This also suggests 
another rash action. It is typical of fleshly people to hurt others in order to impress 
people with their spirituality! There are people like that in the church and the world 
today. They continually expend time and energy trying to attack others in order to 
promote self. One of the worst places to witness this is in the pulpit. Such behaviour is a 
terrible desecration of the most sacred act of worship.  

We can be zealous about the wrong thing! This is true for the Christian as well as 
the unbeliever. Paul warns that the unbelieving Jews were like that in his day, “For I bear 
them record that they have a zeal of God, but not according to knowledge.” (Rom. 10:2) A person 
can have zeal – even a zeal for God and based on the Bible – but be totally wrong in his 
understanding. The Bible requires that we know the truth. Paul described a people that, 
“Ever learning, and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth” (2 Tim. 3:7). The Jews knew 
the OT intimately. They professed to love it and obey it but they completely 
misunderstood its teaching. Today if you meet an orthodox Jew they revere the 
Masoretic Text. They memorise every word. They even handle the scroll with loving care 
and kiss it. But they misinterpret it and reject the great revelation and subject of the OT 
– Jesus Christ. So they have a zeal for God but not according to true knowledge. How 
utterly tragic! 

You will see this misguided zeal of the Scribes and the Pharisees in the Gospels. 
Jesus Christ pointed this out, “Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye compass sea 
and land to make one proselyte, and when he is made, ye make him twofold more the child of hell than 
yourselves” (Matt. 23:15). Paul could testify, “For I bear them record” from personal 
experience. Was there ever a more disciplined, sincere, and zealous man than the 
unsaved Saul of Tarsus? He testified of this, “I am verily a man which am a Jew, born in 
Tarsus, a city in Cilicia, yet brought up in this city at the feet of Gamaliel, and taught according to the 
perfect manner of the law of the fathers, and was zealous toward God, as ye all are this day” (Acts 
22:3). 

Remember – Sincerity never replaces truth! A zeal for religion never replaces 
truth! Devotion to your beliefs never replaces truth! You just are sincerely wrong! 
Contrary to the popular opinion of society, it does matter what you believe. You can be 
sincere that you can jump of an apartment block and fly by your own strength. It doesn’t 
matter how sincere you are or are zealous you are, if you try to do so you will suffer the 
consequences of the law of gravity.  

 

HYMN: HGG 287 Beautiful Words of Jesus 
PRAYER: Give us Wise Zeal 


