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WEDNESDAY 28 OCTOBER 2015 

Scripture Reading: 2 Samuel 23; Proverbs 17:17 

MIGHTY MEN 
 

The rest of this chapter is devoted to people who co-laboured with David as “the mighty men whom 
David had.” It’s the hall of fame for Israel in the Golden Age. At least 37 distinct heroes of old 
are listed of those who stood with David their leader through the good days and the bad days. 
These names may not mean much to us but to David and the Lord they were known and deeply 
appreciated. The fact that the Holy Spirit took time to name them for eternity in the Bible is 
telling of how the Lord wanted them to be honoured and remembered for their mighty acts on 
behalf of David’s crown.  

 A real mark of leadership is that a man has devoted and able followers rather that simply 
self-serving sychophants. These men were generally men that were true followers. We need to be 
careful to recognise the contribution of others. CH Spurgeon warned of the perpetual critics and 
faultfinders in others, “The church is not perfect, but woe to the man who finds pleasure in 
pointing out her imperfections. Christ loved His church, and let us do the same. I have no doubt 
that the Lord can see more fault in His church than I can; and I have equal confidence that He 
sees no fault at all. Because He covers her faults with His own love—that love which covers a 
multitude of sins; and He removes all her defilement with that precious blood which washes 
away all the transgressions of His people.” 

 These were men of different talents and temperaments. Some fought with others 
whereas some fought alone. A number of them performed heroic acts to assist David in 
capturing the throne and the city of Jerusalem. Some were men that had been with David during 
the long years he was a fugitive on the run from Saul and living in places like the cave of 
Adullam. David was a man that was gifted in leading other men. He took them in loved them, 
trained them, and disciplined them to be a mighty band of warriors.  

These men achieved many different things for David. Adino was a man who wasn’t 
intimidated by great numbers of enemies. Even though he was outnumbered in battle 800 to one 
we read, “he lift up his spear against eight hundred, whom he slew at one time.” (v8b) Eleazar was a man 
who fought with every ounce of energy he had even when everyone else failed, “Eleazar the son of 
Dodo the Ahohite, one of the three mighty men with David, when they defied the Philistines that were there 
gathered together to battle, and the men of Israel were gone away: He arose, and smote the Philistines until his 
hand was weary, and his hand clave unto the sword: and the LORD wrought a great victory that day; and the 
people returned after him only to spoil.” (v9-10) What a man he was! Shammah was a man that stood 
alone when others fled, “And after him was Shammah the son of Agee the Hararite. And the Philistines 
were gathered together into a troop, where was a piece of ground full of lentiles: and the people fled from the 
Philistines. But he stood in the midst of the ground, and defended it, and slew the Philistines: and the LORD 
wrought a great victory.” (v11-12) 

 

HYMN: HGG 393 In Tenderness He Sought Me  
PRAYER: Give Us True Friends  


