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MONDAY 26 OCTOBER 2015 

Scripture Reading: 2 Samuel 23; Psalm 73 

A RIGHT PERSPECTIVE 
 

David’s children may have drifted from the Lord but he has the promise of God to establish a 
line of godly descendants, “yet He hath made with me an everlasting covenant, ordered in all things, and 
sure: for this is all my salvation, and all my desire, although He make it not to grow.” (v5b) This will 
culminate in the Messiah, who will establish an everlasting kingdom through this everlasting 
covenant. 

 There are different aspects of the coming of Christ. It is not the blessed hope for 
everyone. The Lord is going to come and rule in righteousness but he is also going to come to 
judge the ungodly, “But the sons of Belial shall be all of them as thorns thrust away, because they cannot be 
taken with hands: But the man that shall touch them must be fenced with iron and the staff of a spear; and they 
shall be utterly burned with fire in the same place.” (v6-7) We are sometimes tempted to be intimidated 
or to admire the power, intelligence, charisma, and wealth of the wicked but there is nothing to 
be afraid or attracted by in them. The final chapter on their lives is not a glorious one. We need 
to remind ourselves that only the Lord is the immoveable and eternal “Rock of Israel.”  

The Psalmist Asaph in Psalm 73 was caught up in perplexity at the seeming success of 
the ungodly. This brought him to a place of confusion and doubt concerning God. Asaph was so 
discouraged that he was on the edge of throwing in the towel, “But as for me, my feet were almost 
gone; my steps had well nigh slipped. For I was envious at the foolish, when I saw the prosperity of the wicked.” 
(Psa. 73:2-3) However, it is only when we start to see the world and its ungodly inhabitants from 
God’s perspective that you realize that they are nothing compared to Him. Asaph brought his 
confusion to the truth of God’s Word and he saw a very different perspective, “Until I went into 
the sanctuary of God; then understood I their end. Surely thou didst set them in slippery places: thou castedst them 
down into destruction.” (v17-18) From looking on the immediate temporal success of the ungodly, 
Asaph began to see further into eternity. Now, with an eternal perspective on people, everything 
looks different. 

Today we have the so-called prosperity gospel preached in many church pulpits. It seeks 
to establish a link between spirituality and material or physical wellbeing. Christians are 
encouraged to admire and envy the ungodly rich and successful. However, the prosperity gospel 
just uses religion as a fig leaf by perverting faith and grace to exploit those craving wealth. It just 
uses God to get to the real god in your life – wealth. It is not in God they trust but in Gold! It 
takes the focus of a person away from God and onto the things of this world. If you focus on 
material wealth, you will never catch up with your wanting! Many true believers are in relative 
poverty all over this planet. It is not an indication that they are in sin. Material wealth is insecure 
as we can lose it all from without in the twinkling of an eye by a recession, a theft, accident, 
illness, and ultimately by death. Solomon issued a damning rebuttal to the modern prosperity 
gospel when he declared, “He that trusteth in his riches shall fall” (Prov. 11:28) 

 

HYMN: HGG 323 Eternity  
PRAYER: Give Us a True Perspective  


