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FRIDAY 23 OCTOBER 2015 

Scripture Reading: 2 Samuel 23; Ephesians 6:4 

BROKEN HOMES 
 

David faces up to death honestly, “Although my house be not so with God.” (v5a) This statement must 
have greatly pained the heart of David. He loved his children but sadly they chose to follow his 
few bad examples more than his many good ones. Children often do. The danger in growing up 
in Christian homes is our children can assume by learning the language of Scriptures like a parrot 
that they are living them. Each generation are commanded by God to pass on the truth to this 
next generation.  

In Deuteronomy the Lord instructs the parents of Israel, “And these words, which I command 
thee this day, shall be in thine heart: And thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy children, and shalt talk of 
them when thou sittest in thine house, and when thou walkest by the way, and when thou liest down, and when 
thou risest up.” (Deut. 6:6-7) The order here is not without significance. God instructs the parents 
that they must know and put the Word of God into practice in their own lives. When that is 
done, they are then commanded to pass and teach these principles to their children. You cannot 
teach what you do not know or live out before others. One of the things we often forget is that 
our example is a major part of training our children. Sadly as one writer put it, “Your kids will 
learn far more from your life than from your lectures, especially if your lectures don’t back up 
your life.” 

God gives this charge to parents and fathers in particular. Often Christian parents try to 
delegate this primary responsibility to the church. However, one hour on a Sunday afternoon is 
insufficient to counter six days of inconsistent example, ill-discipline, and lack of biblical 
instruction from Christian parents to their children. It is the parents duty to teach their children 
God’s Word; they are to bring them to Church; send them to fellowship groups and Bible 
studies. 

For everyone involved the eternal loss of a child is a catastrophe of infinite proportions, 
but the one who will suffer the most will be the child. Your child may have an IQ in the top 
percentile, they may obtain academic distinction, they may be successful in the affairs of the 
wider society, but if he or she dies without saving faith then there is NOTHING that can 
compensate for that.  As a parent you can chase the money, prestige, and honours of this world, 
but it is too late when you have to confess like David at the end of his life, “although my house be 
not so with God.” Eli also lived every Christian parent’s nightmare in his last moments hearing that 
his sons had gone out to eternity in open rebellion against God. There was not a single ray of 
hope to alleviate the gloom that descended upon his soul. Is the tragedy of the family of Eli 
being re-enacted in your home today? How many Hophni, Phinehas, and Absaloms are in our 
Sunday School classes this Lord’s Day? If you have failed the Lord as a parent, repent and return 
to the Lord, who will abundantly pardon (Isaiah 55:6-7). Why not put God’s Word such as 
Ephesians 6:4 into practice in your home from today? 

 

HYMN: HGG 691 Bring Them In 
PRAYER: Make Us Godly Parents  


