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TUESDAY 20 OCTOBER 2015 

Scripture Reading: 2 Samuel 23; 1 Peter 5:6 

GOD’S SPIRITUAL ELEVATOR 
 

The Lord spent many years molding the heart of David to make him the man that God wanted 
him to be. These years of preparation included working the lonely hills with a few sheep, then 
being in Saul’s court and then his army, and then finally for likely a dozen years as a fugitive 
leading a small army of men. The lessons and discipline the Lord taught David here trained him 
for the great calling of shepherding the flock of the nation. Often God trains great leaders in 
private before they go to work in public. Moses was under God’s hand for 40 years before God 
sent him to deliver the Jews from Egypt. Joseph was under God’s hand for at least 13 years 
before God lifted him to the throne. Martyn Lloyd Jones used to observe, “It is a tragic thing 
when a young man succeeds before he’s ready for it.”  

 A critical key to life is to allow God to rule in every decision. Our role is to follow His 
leadership. We must learn to say with the Psalmist David, “The LORD is my shepherd” and “He 
leadeth me beside the still waters” and “He leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his name's sake.” We 
must submit to the path He has sovereignly mapped out for us. The world’s approach is 
markedly different. It is to seek to lift yourself up by every possible means. But God’s spiritual 
elevator is go down and He will bring you up. Remember what Peter wrote, “Humble yourselves 
therefore under the mighty hand of God, that he may exalt you in due time” (1 Peter 5:6) The Lord will raise 
us up to the position He wants for us to be in. He never exalts anyone until that person is ready 
for it. In Faith’s Checkbook, Spurgeon wrote the following on 1 Peter 5:6, “This is tantamount to a 
promise: if we will bow down, the Lord will lift us up. Humility leads to honour; submission is 
the way to exaltation.” 

 David was also called in 2 Samuel 23, “the sweet Psalmist of Israel.” This was an 
amazingly rounded man – he may have been the most well balanced man outside of Jesus Christ 
in all of history. David was bestowed with talents such as charisma, natural strength, intelligence, 
and leadership, along with wonderful poetic and artistic gifts. He was possessed by great virtues 
of character – godly, courageous, loyal, loving, passionate, faithful, wise, and generous. We tend 
to get so focused on his few flaws and moments of failure that we miss the greatness of this man. 

 In these last words of a dying man, David reflects back some more on God’s dealings 
with him. But he is not simply stuck in the past. He also looks forward to the future. David 
knows his God controls the future also. He may leave this world but his God will still be ruling. 
As he does so under inspiration, David is able to speak prophetically about his Greatest Son – 
the Lord Jesus Christ. David begins by emphasizing that he wasn’t the hero in his story. It was 
not David who saved Israel but the One who he describes as “the Rock of Israel.” (v3) A lesson 
David has learned is that the key to leadership is our relationship with God, “He that ruleth over 
men must be just, ruling in the fear of God.” (v3a) 

 

HYMN: HGG 473 Fill All My Vision 
PRAYER: May We Be Humble Before God  


