
Cornerstone Church Devotional                                                                 Rev Dr Paul Ferguson  
                                         

  

www.cornerstonechurch.com.sg 1 

FRIDAY 16 OCTOBER 2015 

Scripture Reading: 2 Samuel 23; James 4:14 

PERSPECTIVE ON LIFE 
 

There are two critical things that we must recognise about life in order to understand how to live 
on earth: 

(1) LIFE IS FRAGILE – it can end at any time 

(2) LIFE IS FINITE – it will end at one point in time 

There is one common link throughout humanity is that we will all die. Death is not a fact we like 
to face. Life is not just finite but it is very fragile. There are no guarantees about tomorrow, let 
alone next year or ten years from now. We have no guarantee of numbers. We think our days are 
infinite but they are not. One will be the last. You may be young and healthy this morning, but 
you easily could be a corpse by sundown tonight. You may take out the most expensive of 
insurance policies but it won’t guarantee you a single day more on earth. Someone once observed 
that, “The problem with death is that it’s almost always unexpected.” Despite the fact that these 
two points are universally recognised to be true, most people refuse to face up to them! The 
biggest fool in Singapore today is the man or woman who knows that life is finite and fragile and 
that they have to meet god and yet do nothing to prepare for that reality! 

King David is coming to end of the journey of life now. His life has had many ups and 
downs. It has been exciting as well as sorrowful. David has something to say to those he is 
leaving behind. We read, “Now these be the last words of David. David the son of Jesse said, and the man 
who was raised up on high, the anointed of the God of Jacob, and the sweet psalmist of Israel” (v1) This verse 
reveals some of the multi-faceted character of David. He was the “son of Jesse” – this emphasizes 
his lowly and humble origins. David was a nobody from nowhere when he came to centre stage 
in Israel. David never ceased to marvel that God would call someone so insignificant as him to 
become the king of Israel, to lead God’s people, fight God’s battle, speak and compose God’s 
Word, and ultimately through his descendants be linked to the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ 
into the world.  

The key to this change is found in the expression he “was raised up on high” and “the 
anointed of God.” That’s what made David different – God’s sovereign choice and God’s anointing. 
The writer A. W. Tozer observed, “Never follow any leader until you see the oil on his 
forehead.”. . It’s good to be educated by men, but it’s even more important to be trained by the 
Lord. It is notable that David did not apply for Saul’s job. He allowed God to raise him up. One 
of the things that amaze me about David was his distinct lack of personal ambition. You won’t 
find in one place where David plays politics or seeks personal advancement over others. He is 
thoroughly loyal to those over him and content where God’s places him. It is said that those who 
leave everything in God’s sovereign hand will eventually see God’s hand in everything. That was 
true of David.  

 

HYMN: HGG 556 Only One Life 
PRAYER: Give Us a Right Perspective on Life  


