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THURSDAY 15 OCTOBER 2015 

Scripture Reading: 2 Samuel 22; 1 Thessalonians 5:18 

THANKFUL HEARTS 
 

David then turned to consider the fruits of God’s great deliverances of him in v44-49. God had 
preserved David from the worst of enemies from within and from without. One of the most 
insidious enemies he faced was from within the nation. On a number of occasions, the people 
turned on David. But through it all God was faithful. David acknowledged that, “Thou also hast 
delivered me from the strivings of my people….” (v44a) It is one thing to win wars but you also have to 
win the peace. David was able to control brilliantly the nations he defeated and rule well for the 
benefit of Israel, “….thou hast kept me to be head of the heathen: a people which I knew not shall serve me. 
Strangers shall submit themselves unto me: as soon as they hear, they shall be obedient unto me.” (v44b-45) Just 
as David was undefeated in war so no nation was able to rise up against him that he had 
conquered.  

The shepherd boy from Bethlehem, whose own father did not seemingly know his name, 
has certainly come a long way! To the outside world, he must have been regarded as a kind of 
lucky general or invincible deity! However, David knew better. He is so moved by God’s grace 
and goodness in his life that he just bursts out in praise “The Lord liveth and blessed be my rock; and 
exalted by the God of my salvation.” (v47) This was David’s bold testimony that His God was not 
some dumb idol but the living and powerful God. David never forgot who the real hero in his 
story was – GOD. This is where so many professing Christians fail and live such spiritually dead 
lives. David is unashamed to give the glory to God.  

You can almost here David shout these words as he brings this great song to a crescendo. 
When he reflects on God’s goodness to him, he cries, “Therefore I will give thanks unto thee O LORD, 
among the heathen, and I will sing praises unto thy name.  He is the tower of salvation for his king: and sheweth 
mercy to His anointed, unto David, and to his seed for evermore.” (v50-51) David wraps up his victory 
song with his toes on the edge of a canyon, looking out into the future, where he could be faith 
claim God’s promises for generations to come. God had been so good to the shepherd boy from 
Bethlehem and David wants everyone to know it. Let us learn from him. If a man of his stature 
and spiritual intensity can give God the glory, certainly we should as well.  

So as we enjoy this beautiful day, let us remind ourselves that God has been so good to 
us all these years. Instead of searching around looking for things to murmur, let us pray to have a 
genuine, child-like, breathless, enthusiastic spirit of thanksgiving. That doesn’t mean we simply 
dismiss the problems of life but let us never forget the wonderful aspects of our lives that we so 
easily take for granted. There is an old saying that is so true, “I complained about having no 
shoes, until I met a man with no feet.” We are blessed so much here on earth and never forget as 
the old puritans used to say, “all of this, and heaven to come.” May our eyes be opened to see 
how we are surrounded by God’s blessings! If you pause to think,  you'll find cause to thank the 
Lord. So before you grumble today, thank God first for your many blessings. 

 

HYMN: HGG 708 Come Ye Thankful People Come 
PRAYER: Make Us a Thankful People  


