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HISTORY OF JEWS SERIES – PROPHECY 

“World War I and the Jews” (Deut. 28:37, 65-67; Hosea 3:4-5) 

We need to understand that God controls all of human history. It is God who chooses to 
sovereignly raise up all nations, “And hath made of one blood all nations of men for to dwell on all the face 
of the earth, and hath determined the times before appointed, and the bounds of their habitation” (Acts 17:26) 
and all kings and rulers, “And He changeth the times and the seasons: He removeth kings, and setteth up 
kings: He giveth wisdom unto the wise, and knowledge to them that know understanding” (Dan. 2:21; cf. Psa. 
75:7).  

At the turn of the 20th century the Jews were still part of God’s sovereign purpose and 
plan for this world. There were a number of things the Lord was doing at this time in His 
workings with the Jews: 
 
(1) CHASTISING THE JEWS – this took a number of forms: 
 
(a) Without political leaders, spiritual leaders and a temple with a priesthood, “For the children of 
Israel shall abide many days without a king, and without a prince, and without a sacrifice, and without an image, 
and without an ephod, and without teraphim: Afterward shall the children of Israel return, and seek the LORD 
their God, and David their king; and shall fear the LORD and his goodness in the latter days.” (Hosea 3:4-5) 
 
(b) Without an ancient homeland and scattered throughout the world, “And they shall fall by the 
edge of the sword, and shall be led away captive into all nations: and Jerusalem shall be trodden down of the 
Gentiles, until the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled.” (Luke 21:24) 
 
(c) No sense of peace and security, “And among these nations shalt thou find no ease, neither shall the sole 
of thy foot have rest: but the LORD shall give thee there a trembling heart, and failing of eyes, and sorrow of 
mind: And thy life shall hang in doubt before thee; and thou shalt fear day and night, and shalt have none 
assurance of thy life: In the morning thou shalt say, Would God it were even! and at even thou shalt say, Would 
God it were morning! for the fear of thine heart wherewith thou shalt fear, and for the sight of thine eyes which 
thou shalt see.” (Deut. 28:65-67) 
 
(d) As a public witness to God’s judgment, “And thou shalt become an astonishment, a proverb, and a 
byword, among all nations whither the LORD shall lead thee.” (Deut. 28:37) 
 
 
(2) PRESERVING THE JEWS AS A DISTINCT RACE OF PEOPLE ON THE 
EARTH 
 

For thou art an holy people unto the LORD thy God: the LORD thy God hath 
chosen thee to be a special people unto himself, above all people that are upon 
the face of the earth. (Deut. 7:6) 
 
…the people shall dwell alone, and shall not be reckoned among the nations. 
(Num. 23:9b) 
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(3) RE-GATHERING THEM TO THE LAND OF ISRAEL 
 

And it shall come to pass in that day, that the LORD shall set His hand again the 
second time to recover the remnant of his people, which shall be left, from 
Assyria, and from Egypt, and from Pathros, and from Cush, and from Elam, and 
from Shinar, and from Hamath, and from the islands of the sea. And He shall set 
up an ensign for the nations, and shall assemble the outcasts of Israel, and gather 
together the dispersed of Judah from the four corners of the earth. (Isaiah 11:11-12; 
cf. Zech. 8:7-8) 

 
We also need to understand the devil is working to destroy them. He has waged an unrelenting 
campaign against them for 4,000 years. The worst is still to come in the Great Tribulation Period.  
The devil will use different strategies from assimilation, secularism, and Anti-Semitism, which 
varied from discrimination to mass murder. However, the devil’s hatred and attacks has never 
and will never be able to destroy the Jews because their future is guaranteed by the promise of 
the Omnipotent and Sovereign God.  
 
TWENTIETH CENTURY 
 
For centuries the Jews of Europe had lived and worked in isolated rural communities that kept 
their traditions and beliefs alive. Most were able to resist assimilation of their Jewish way of life. 
However, the pogroms in Eastern Europe of the 17th and 18th century had meant that more and 
more were settling in urban cities. There they sought work in the factories and offices of the 
Industrial Revolution. Cities like Warsaw had 300,000 Jews and Berlin had 160,000 Jews.  

This exposure to the culture, philosophy, and religion of the Gentiles undermined and 
diluted the Jewishness of the next generation. Many young Jews growing up in non-Jewish 
environments questioned the old ways of their ancestors. This was a time of great uncertainty 
and change for the Jews.  

At the turn of the twentieth century the Jewish people were now more dispersed around 
the globe and more divided than ever. There were many diverse factions and movements within 
the Jewish world such as the: 
 

(1) Zionists 
(2) Hassidic 
(3) Assimilated Jews – many of those intermarried with Gentiles 
(4)  Socialist/Communist Jews such as Leon Trotsky.  

 
The Jews had lost the ability to speak Hebrew and they spoke all the languages and dialects of 
the Gentile world. Without the Good Shepherd leading them, the Jews were in a state of 
permanent confusion and division.  

Despite all these attempts to assimilate them into the Gentile world the Lord would not 
permit it. Providence always has a way of uncovering and distinguishing the Jew from the rest of 
the population. Sometimes it takes a Holocaust to keep them distinct and isolated. It is an 
incredible phenomenon to witness. The Jewish Christian, Jacob Gartenhaus observes, 
 



For 27 September 2015                                                                         Cornerstone Church Bible Class  
                                         

  

www.oldfaith.wordpress.com 3 

It often happened that, in order to escape persecution, or to gain recognition when 
needed, Jews found it necessary to assume “Gentilism,” to put on Gentile garb and to 
speak Gentile language. Sometimes even to shave the beard and the sidelocks in order to 
look like a “goy.” After living in a country long enough to be acclimated and adapted to 
environment, they even began to look like their Gentile neighbors, like Arabs in Arabia, 
like Chinese in China, like Germans in Germany, etc. But all adaptations and simulations 
were only external. Essentially the Jew remained Jewish no matter what disguise he put 
on. There has always been the almost impregnable wall of partition between Jew and 
Gentile.  
 
The hope of a re-gathered nation speaking their Hebrew language in their ancient 

homeland seemed further away than ever before. Miraculously it would take less than half a 
century. A steady trickle of Jews was now making their way to the ancient homeland of Israel. 
For instance, from 1905-1914, approximately 15,000 Jews came from Eastern Europe to 
Palestine. Not all those who made their way to Palestine were religious Jews. Some of these were 
socialist secular Jews, who set up communal Kibbutz farms to support their collective means of 
production ideologies. These Kibbutz models would be foundational to the establishment of the 
State of Israel.  

 
THE JEWS AND THE OTTOMANS (1517-1917) 
 
The Ottomans ruled an Empire from the Balkans of Eastern Europe to Persia and from Egypt 
to the Black Sea. They seized control of Jerusalem and Palestine on 20 March 1517 when the 
Turkish Sultan Selim II in 1516–17 routed the Mamluk armies.  

 
When he died his son Suleiman the Magnificent took control. This son, who was married to a 
Slavic convert, regarded himself as the Islamic Emperor. Suleiman was given the title “Suleiman 
the Magnificent” because his rule coincided with the golden period of the Empire. He poured 
vast resources into making Jerusalem and Mecca the central points of Islamic glory. In particular 
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the Temple Mount and Al-Aqsa mosque were renovated. He built the wall around the Old City 
of Jerusalem, which still stands. 
 Suleiman adopted a benevolent attitude to the Jews like his father. Many Jews flourished 
in the Ottoman Empire. Suleiman accepted many Jews fleeing persecution from so-called 
Christian Europe. They settled in the cities of the Empire. Istanbul had a Jewish community of 
30,000 individuals with 44 synagogues. The overwhelming majority of the Ottoman Jews lived in 
the European-provinces of the Ottoman Empire such as Greece, Serbia, and Bulgaria. Suleiman 
even permitted many of them to establish a Jewish community in Safed in Galilee. In 560 
Suleiman granted official permission for the Jews to pray at the Wailing Wall in Jerusalem. At the 
turn of the 16th century there were 2,000 Jews living in Jerusalem.  
 The Ottomans generally were tolerant of the Jews. The status of Jews was conditional 
throughout the four centuries on the whims of the Sultan in charge at that particular moment. 
Some were more tolerant than others. The dhimmi status was still enforced against all non-
Muslims, including the Jews. This meant that the Jews were still second-class citizens in the 
Ottoman Empire and had to pay a tax to practice their religion. They were forbidden from 
proselytization.  
 
END OF OTTOMAN CONTROL OF JERUSALEM (1917) 
 
The beginning of the modern state of Israel had its roots in the First World War. The Ottoman 
Turks had controlled the Middle East, including Palestine or Israel, for 4 centuries. The end of 
the Ottoman Empire was now near and was disintegrating. By 1900 it was known as the “Sick 
Man of Europe.” Independence movements had weakened it in Greece, Serbia, and Egypt. 
Other powerful European nations were eyeing like vultures its break up. 

The Jews would be greatly affected by the First World War as 80% of the world’s Jewish 
population lived in the regions that were at the heart of the war such as Germany, Austria, 
Turkey, Poland, Russia etc. Jews would fight on both sides. Many Jewish villages were devastated 
by the German armies advance Eastwards in which they captured Poland, much of Lithuania, 
Estonia, and other Baltic states. 

The Ottomans joined the German side in the war against the allies of Britain, Russia, and 
France by signing a secret Ottoman-German pact in 1914. It did so in order to take advantage of 
the weakness of its great rival the Russians. This was a grave miscalculation by the Ottomans, 
who had been history’s great survivors. They joined the war in 1915 under the assumption that 
the Russians would be defeated and they would strengthen their grip on the Crimea and the 
Caucuses and recover the territories lost during the Russo-Turkish War, 1877–78. This was an 
opportunistic move that would ultimately backfire. Had the Ottomans not joined the Austrian-
German alliance they would likely have not have lost control of Jerusalem and Palestine. History 
changes radically on such decisions.  

The British authorities sent a famous maverick, who was known as Lawrence of Arabia 
to negotiate with the Arabs in the Middle East. He persuaded them to rebel and fight against the 
Ottomans with the promise of independence. The Ottomans led by the Governor of Jerusalem 
Ahmet Jemal turned on the Jews during the War. More than a quarter of the Jewish population 
died of hunger, disease or execution. General Edmund Allenby led the British forces that 
advanced through Egypt to Palestine against the Ottomans. After defeating the Ottomans at a 
decisive battle in Gaza in October 1917, Allenby captured Jerusalem on the 9 December 1917. 
This would now open the door for the eventual re-establishment of the State of Israel.  
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BRITISH & THE JEWS 
 
The UK at this time was still a Christian nation. Many of the Victorians were Evangelical 
believers and believed in a future restoration of the Jews to their ancient homeland and their 
subsequent conversion. They saw the Christian British Empire as God’s holy instrument to 
effect this. Men like Robert Murray McCheyne, Andrew Bonar, CH Spurgeon, George Muller, 
Hudson Taylor, and Bishop JC Ryle were prominent evangelical premillennial preachers. For 
instance, CH Spurgeon said in one sermon, 
 

“I think we do not attach sufficient importance to the restoration of the Jews. We do not 
think enough about it. But certainly, if there is anything promised in the Bible it is this. I 
imagine that you cannot read the Bible without seeing clearly that there is to be an actual 
restoration of the Children of Israel . . . For when the Jews are restored, the fullness of 
the Gentiles shall be gathered in; and as soon as they return, then Jesus will come upon 
Mount Zion with his ancients gloriously, and the halcyon days of the millennium shall 
then dawn; we shall then know every man to be a brother and a friend; Christ shall rule 
with universal sway.” 

 
The leading Zionists had identified that the British was the most likely friend to establishing a 
Jewish State. The Home Secretary of the UK Government was a Jew called Herbert Samuel. He 
had even circulated a memorandum in 1914 entitled The Future of Palestine to his cabinet 
colleagues, proposing that the British take over Palestine and make it a home for the Jews. The 
memorandum stated that “I am assured that the solution of the problem of Palestine which 
would be much the most welcome to the leaders and supporters of the Zionist movement 
throughout the world would be the annexation of the country to the British Empire.”  
Remarkably, Samuel eventually became the first Jew to govern Palestine for 2,000 years when he 
was made High Commissioner by the League of Nations when they approved the British 
mandate in 1920. 

One of the leading Zionists in Europe was Chaim Weizmann (1874-1952). Weizmann 
was the head of the British Admiralty Laboratories and the future first president of Israel. He 
had assisted the British as a Chemist to solve critical military problems and as a consequence was 
greatly respected and trusted. A diverse range of individuals such as Lawrence of Arabia, 
Churchill, and President Truman respected him. One man that he had a close friendship with 
was Sir Arthur Balfour, who eventually became the British Foreign Secretary. The British also 
needed the support of the Jewish world in the First World War. Jews held prominent roles in the 
US Government such as Louis Brandeis and Felix Frankfurter, the UK Government such as 
Herbert Samuel, and even in Russia in the form of men like Leon Trotsky. This exchange 
eventually led to the Balfour Declaration in November1917 which stated, 
 

His Majesty's government view with favour the establishment in Palestine of a national 
home for the Jewish people, and will use their best endeavours to facilitate the 
achievement of this object, it being clearly understood that nothing shall be done which 
may prejudice the civil and religious rights of existing non-Jewish communities in 
Palestine, or the rights and political status enjoyed by Jews in any other country. 

 



For 27 September 2015                                                                         Cornerstone Church Bible Class  
                                         

  

www.oldfaith.wordpress.com 6 

Zionists supported the Balfour Declaration around the world. It succeeded in building support 
for the British in the Great War against the Ottomans and the Germans. The US Congress and 
Senate formally adopted a joint resolution in favour of the Balfour Declaration on 21 September 
1922. It read,  
 

That the United States of America favors the establishment in Palestine of a national 
home for the Jewish people, it being clearly understood that nothing shall be done which 
will prejudice the civil and religious rights of Christian and all other non-Jewish 
communities in Palestine, and that the holy places and religious buildings and sites in 
Palestine shall be adequately protected. 

 
When the First World War ended on the eleventh hour of the eleventh day of the eleventh 
month in 1918 a new world emerged. The European Jews had suffered greatly as their 
communities were concentrated at the heart of the conflict. It seemed a new dawn was emerging 
for the Zionists. But before the glory and joy of the new State of Israel, the horrors of the 
Holocaust had to be faced.  
 
 
   

 
 

 
 


