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HISTORY OF JEWS SERIES – PROPHECY 

“Rise of Zionism” (Isaiah 11:11-12; Hosea 3:4-5) 

The Scriptures promised that the Jews would be scattered but in the end times God would re-
gather them as a people to their ancient homeland. This re-gathering would be from the ends of 
the earth and not simply a local re-gathering from surrounding nations.  
 

And it shall come to pass in that day, that the LORD shall set His hand again the 
second time to recover the remnant of his people, which shall be left, from 
Assyria, and from Egypt, and from Pathros, and from Cush, and from Elam, and 
from Shinar, and from Hamath, and from the islands of the sea. And He shall set 
up an ensign for the nations, and shall assemble the outcasts of Israel, and gather 
together the dispersed of Judah from the four corners of the earth. (Isaiah 11:11-12; 
cf. 27:6) 
 

It must be noted that this is not simply a local re-gathering but one from, “the four corners of the 
earth.” This is not referring to the return from Exile under Zerubbabel and Joshua mentioned in 
Ezra. That was simply a re-gathering of a remnant of Jews from Exile in Persia (cf. Neh. 7:6-7, 
66-67). There was not a re-gathering of the Jews in that return from the other countries 
mentioned in Isaiah 11, “and from Egypt, and from Pathros, and from Cush, and from Elam, and from 
Shinar, and from Hamath, and from the islands of the sea.” Furthermore, the return from Babylon was 
the first time, but this future one is called, “the second time.” This end times re-gathering is 
repeatedly promised explicitly in the OT, 

 
Fear not: for I am with thee: I will bring thy seed from the east, and gather thee 
from the west; I will say to the north, Give up; and to the south, Keep not back: 
bring my sons from far, and my daughters from the ends of the earth; Even every 
one that is called by my name: for I have created him for my glory, I have formed 
him; yea, I have made him. (Isaiah 43:5-7) 
 
And I will gather the remnant of my flock out of all countries whither I have 
driven them, and will bring them again to their folds; and they shall be fruitful 
and increase. And I will set up shepherds over them which shall feed them: and 
they shall fear no more, nor be dismayed, neither shall they be lacking, saith the 
LORD. Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, that I will raise unto David a 
righteous Branch, and a King shall reign and prosper, and shall execute judgment 
and justice in the earth. (Jer. 23:3-5; cf. 29:14; 32:37) 
 
Therefore say, Thus saith the LORD God; Although I have cast them far off 
among the heathen, and although I have scattered them among the countries, yet 
will I be to them as a little sanctuary in the countries where they shall come. 
Therefore say, Thus saith the LORD God; I will even gather you from the people, 
and assemble you out of the countries where ye have been scattered, and I will 
give you the land of Israel. (Ezekiel 11:16-17; cf. 28:25-26; 37:21-22; 39:25-29) 
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For, lo, I will command, and I will sift the house of Israel among all nations, like 
as corn is sifted in a sieve, yet shall not the least grain fall upon the earth…..And I 
will bring again the captivity of my people of Israel, and they shall build the waste 
cities, and inhabit them; and they shall plant vineyards, and drink the wine 
thereof; they shall also make gardens, and eat the fruit of them. And I will plant 
them upon their land, and they shall no more be pulled up out of their land which 
I have given them, saith the LORD thy God.1 (Amos 9:9,14-15) 
 
Thus saith the LORD of hosts; Behold, I will save my people from the east 
country, and from the west country; And I will bring them, and they shall dwell in 
the midst of Jerusalem: and they shall be my people, and I will be their God, in 
truth and in righteousness. (Zech. 8:7-8) 

 
The same promises are made implicitly in other passages, “And they shall fall by the edge of the sword, 
and shall be led away captive into all nations: and Jerusalem shall be trodden down of the Gentiles, until the times 
of the Gentiles be fulfilled.” (Luke 21:24) The critical word here is “until…” as the implication is that 
there will be a time when this period of Gentile domination over Jerusalem will end. At the end 
of history, the Bible pictures Jerusalem being in the hands of the Jews (Zech. 12-14). The re-
establishment on the State of Israel in 1948 and the 1967 capture of the City of Jerusalem by the 
Jews in the Six Days War was no coincidence! 

This physical return will be eventually coupled with a spiritual return, “For the children of 
Israel shall abide many days without a king, and without a prince, and without a sacrifice, and without an image, 
and without an ephod, and without teraphim: Afterward shall the children of Israel return, and seek the LORD 
their God, and David their king; and shall fear the LORD and his goodness in the latter days.” (Hosea 3:4-5) 

The amazing miracle about the Jews is that they were globally dispersed for 1,900 years, 
and yet, during that time they were able to retain their cultural and religious identity. Despite 
losing their land and being without a temple, priest or king this ancient people endured. Robert 
Newman writes: 

 
“What are the probabilities that a people group will be globally dispersed, yet retain its 
identity for centuries independently of a homeland, survive almost continual persecution 
and harassment, and then return to reestablish their nation? Few of the peoples from Old 
Testament times survive today as distinct ethnic groups: The people of Moab, Edom, 
Nabatea, Philistia, and Assyria have all disappeared, having blended with successive 
migrations of Arabs and others into the area. Coptic (pre-Islamic) Egyptians and 
Samaritans survive, but they stayed within or close to their homelands. Given the 
upheavals in the Near East, only about a tenth of these people groups have maintained 
their ancient ethnic identity in the region over the centuries. The Jews, who were 
dispersed globally, faced much lower odds of retaining their identity outside their 
homeland for over two thousand years. That a globally-dispersed group would return to 
their native land and resettle it after two thousand years is unique in history. This is not a 

                                                
1 This prophecy explicitly states that they will never be removed from their land again, “And I will plant 

them upon their land, and they shall no more be pulled up out of their land.” This could not have happened in the first re-gathering 
in the return from the Babylonian Exile as they were scattered in 70 A.D. for 1900 years. In many of those years Jews 
were forbidden from even living in Jerusalem.  
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situation like the Balkans or the former Soviet Union where an amalgam of hostile 
people groups has fragmented after a century of enforced political domination; but a 
global dispersion of small, relatively isolated communities in foreign lands that 
nonetheless preserved their identity for thousands of years. Perhaps the closest analogy 
would be if the Amish or Mennonite communities returned to their homelands and 
formed a new nation, although these groups have only a 500-year history.” 

 
WHAT IS ZIONISM? 
 
Zionism was a political and nationalistic secular movement in Judaism founded by Theodor 
Herzl (1860 –1904), in 1896 whose goal was the return of Jews to the land Israel (known as 
“Eretz Israel” in Hebrew). Other prominent Jews like Chaim Weizman (1874-1952) were part of 
this movement. Supporters of this movement were called “Zionists.” The name “Zionism” 
comes from the hill Mt Zion, which is the hill on which Solomon’s Temple was originally 
situated. Today the Al Aqsa Mosque stands on the Temple Mount or Mount Zion.  
 Zionism was not primarily a religious movement but essentially driven by secular political 
motives. Although many religious Jews embraced Zionism, the majority of the leaders of 
Zionism, like Theodor Herzl, were secular or even atheistic Jews. Some were even vehemently 
opposed to religion and believed in creating a socialist utopia in a new modern rationalistic 
national state. The values of modern secular Zionism are particularly seen in the city of Tel Aviv, 
which is markedly different in values from the modern city of Jerusalem.  
 Because Zionism is associated with secular socialist and rationalistic values, many 
orthodox Jews are opposed to it. The ultra-orthodox are particularly bitter in their denunciations 
of what they regard as an apostate form of Judaism. In their minds only the Messiah can liberate 
the Jewish people from their exile and re-establish the Jewish State. This opposition takes various 
forms. Some ultra-orthodox Jews outside of Israel refuse to recognise the State of Israel and 
even those that live there often refuse to serve National Service or pay taxes.  
 
BACKGROUND TO THE RISE OF ZIONISM 
 
The Jewish people had been driven from country to country throughout Western Europe. They 
had face pogroms and persecution during the Crusades in the Middle Ages. Countries like 
France, England, Spain had either massacred or formally expelled them during this period. Even 
the Reformation era was one of constant rootlessness and restlessness. The 18th and 19th century 
were a period of a rising tide of anti-Semitism both in Eastern and Western Europe. 
 By the 18th century, the majority of the Jews were living in the Eastern part of Europe – 
particularly Poland and Russia. Their numbers had greatly increased due to larger families. The 
number of Jews had grown from 2.25 million in 1800 to 9 million in 1900. Life was difficult for 
the Jews during the period 1791-1922. The intense persecution only ended with the Russian Civil 
War (1918-1922), which was won by the Bolsheviks.  

The Tsars of Russia were very suspicious of the minority Jewish population who were 
seen as Fifth Columnists because they were not truly Russian. Encouraged by the Russian 
Orthodox Church, the Tsars initiated discriminatory laws. It was reported that the unofficial 
policy for the growing Jewish population was said to be “one-third extermination, one-third 
emigration, and one-third assimilation (or conversion).” Some of these laws restricted the Jews to 
live in some of the most infertile piece of land known as the Pale of Settlement. Even within the 
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Pale, Jews were not allowed to live in certain cities. Jews were not permitted to travel to other 
countries or to other parts of Russia unless they converted to Orthodox Christianity. The Pale of 
Settlement was a ghetto on a grand scale. 
 

 
 
 
Other laws were equally harsh. Certain professions were forbidden to the Jews. In 1827, the 
Russian Czar Nicholas signed into a law known as, “The Decree of the Cantonists.” This law 
meant that every Jewish boy was conscripted at 8 years of age into the Russian Army for a period 
of more than 20 years. Those who were taken from their Jewish families were forced to attend 
Russian Orthodox services. Many were forcibly baptized. More than half of the Jewish children 
committed suicide. Many died from the deprivation of Army life.  Very few sons ever made it 
back to their families. This was the latest in a long line of Satanic attempts from Pharaoh, 
through Nebuchadnezzar, to Herod the Great and the Romans to destroy the future of the 
Jewish nation. Thousands died in waves of persecution and Jewish businesses were destroyed.  

As a consequence of the continual waves of anti-Semitism, 2 million Jews fled the 
Russian Empire between 1880 and 1914. Many fled to Germany, and also to Hungary, Austria, 
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the United Kingdom, South Africa, and the United States. Cities like Vienna, Budapest and 
Berlin had sizeable Jewish populations. By the time of the American Civil War there were already 
50,000 Jews in New York. A trickle slowly made its way to the land of Israel, which was ruled by 
the Turkish Ottomans. In 1881 there were approximately 25,000 Jews living in Palestine. By 
1914 (the beginning of World War I) this number had risen to around 80,000 Jews. 

This intense persecution was a time of great crisis to the European Jews. It was a 
frightening time. Homes and communities were split as to how to face the seemingly ominous 
future. Three main views dominated the thinking of European Jewry at this time: 
 
(1) Hasidic Judaism – this group of Jews recognised that traditional ritualistic Judaism was 
increasingly unattractive to younger Jews. They movement drew its inspiration from a 
charismatic Rabbi Israel ben Eliezer or Baal Shem Tov (1698–1760) in the 18th century who was 
known as a faith healer, mystic, miracle worker and prophet. They believed that you drew nearer 
to God with vibrant worship in prayer and chanting where you can internally experience God 
based on your feelings. It was move away from dead intellectualism of the past and to an 
exuberant, more emotional based religion of joy. Almost half of European Judaism embraced 
this emotional Hasidic worship at one time. Today the different sects of Hasidim often wear 
different clothing – such as different hats, robes or socks – that identify their particular sect. 
(2) Assimilation – wealthy and educated Jews in countries like USA, UK, Germany, and France 
thought the best way for safety and prosperity was to assimilate with the Gentile population. 
Many secular Jews adopted Western dress and culture. They were often non-religious Jews and 
many even intermarried with Gentiles. These Jews served in the army, the judiciary, and politics. 
Many  were leading figures in the business, banking, and art world. Jews played a prominent role 
in cities like the vibrant, cosmopolitan atmosphere of Berlin at the end of the nineteenth century. 
Jews hoped that the German nation would be transformed into a neutral, inclusive, pluralistic 
society. The ultimate irony was that Jews were better assimilated in pre-Nazi Germany than in all 
the other European countries. 
(3) Socialism/Communism – this group argued that the best way for the Jews to be treated as 
equals was to be part of these political movements that were based on the ideal of the equality of 
humanity. Many Jews led the way in the Bolshevik revolution in Russia. Those who did so 
tended to be atheistic Jews. Despite being about 1% of the Russian population the Jews were 15-
20% of the Communist revolutionaries. The leadership of the Bolshevik party in Russia was over 
one-third Jewish. 
 
RISE OF ZIONISM 
 
There was a great sense of hopelessness in the Jewish European population. They appeared to be 
on the brink of extinction. Many had given up on their faith and identity. In the midst of the 
rising tide of secularism to Jewish identity by these separate movements coupled with the waves 
of anti-Semitic persecution the Zionist Movement emerged in the late 19th century.  

One of the final straws was an infamous incident known as the Dreyfus Affair in France, 
which took place in 1894 before it was resolved in 1906. It was a political scandal against a 
Jewish French officer Alfred Dreyfus. Due to anti-Semitism he was wrongfully accused of 
treason and humiliated and imprisoned publicly. This imprisonment was on Devil’s Island in 
French Guyane, where he spent nearly five years. The scandal divided French society. It was the 
trial of the century with journalists reporting about it from around the world. Eventually due to 
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public opinion Dreyfus was exonerated and reinstated to the army as a major. He fought in the 
First World War for France.  

The treatment of Dreyfus left a bitter legacy for European Jewry. It inadvertently led to 
the rise of Zionism. Theodore Herzl was an interested spectator at the Dreyfus Trial as the Paris 
correspondent for a Jewish Austrian newspaper. Herzl grew up in Austria and was fully 
committed to the ideals of the Jewish people being fully assimilated into the Gentile population 
of Europe. This idealism would be shattered by the Dreyfus scandal. Herzl believed that France 
was a place of liberty and equality for the Jews. After all the slogan of the French Revolution was 
founded on the motto, “Liberty, Equality, Fraternity.” But when Herzl observed the anti-Semitic 
mobs, the cartoons in the newspapers, and the anti-Jewish sentiment in the political 
cosmopolitan classes of upper French society that emerged in the Dreyfus trial his idealism of 
Jewish assimilation was shattered.   

The only solution for anti-Semitism was to have a Jewish state with a Jewish army and 
institutions of government. In 1896, Herzl published a German pamphlet entitled, “The Jewish 
State.” This caught the imagination of the Jewish world. Many Jews, however, opposed it. The 
Communist/socialists Jews were not interested in a Jewish solution and homeland but a world 
utopian workers paradise. The assimilated Jews of Europe opposed it because their “Jerusalem” 
was cities like London, Paris and Berlin. They wanted to be seen as Europeans and not Jews. 
This rise of Zionism was a threat to that. The final group that opposed Herzl was the ultra 
orthodox Jews who believed that the State of Israel would only be re-established on religious 
principles when the Messiah came. They didn’t see how a secular, assimilated, non-religious Jew 
like Herzl was part of that ideal.  

Now Herzl wasn’t particularly bothered whether the proposed Jewish state was in Israel 
or somewhere else or that the Hebrew language or religion dominated. It was merely a place of 
refuge for Jews to give them self-respect and a place in the world. This utopian Jewish state he 
espoused was to be a place of scientific learning and secular values. His vision for a Jewish state 
was not very Jewish!  

In 1897 Herzl organised with others the first World Zionist Congress in Basel, 
Switzerland to begin discussions how a Jewish State may arise. Herzl opened the proceedings by 
declaring, “Today, I have founded the Jewish state. It will take you 50 years to see it.” It actually 
took 51 years and the horrors of the Holocaust to obtain it! For the rest of his life Herzl worked 
tirelessly for a Jewish homeland. He travelled around Europe negotiating with the German 
Kaiser, the British Government, the Pope in Rome, and even the Ottoman Turks to seek the 
fulfillment of this cherished hope.  

Herzl never lived to see the realization of his dream. On his deathbed his final request 
was, “I wish to be buried in the vault beside my father, and to lie there till the Jewish people shall 
take my remains to Israel.” In 1949 the state of Israel reburied his bones on the top of Mount 
Herzl in Jerusalem, named in his memory. His dream was summed up in his own words, 

 
We shall live at last as free men on our own soil, and die peacefully in our own homes. 
The world will be freed by our liberty, enriched by our wealth, magnified by our 
greatness. And whatever we attempt there to accomplish for our own welfare, will react 
powerfully and beneficially for the good of humanity.  
 
 

 


