
WEDNESDAY 9 SEPTEMBER 2015 

Scripture Reading: 2 Samuel 19; Psalm 37:30 

WINNING THE PEACE 
 

David had won the battle but he has yet to win the hearts back of all the people that had 
betrayed him by joining with Absalom. He now had to win the peace. Andrew Bonar 
once observed, “Let us be as watchful after the victory as before the battle.” It’s possible 
to win the battle but lose the victory. Now providence moves the hearts of Israel to 
welcome David back to the throne, “And all the people were at strife throughout all the tribes of 
Israel, saying, The king saved us out of the hand of our enemies, and he delivered us out of the hand of 
the Philistines; and now he is fled out of the land for Absalom. And Absalom, whom we anointed over 
us, is dead in battle. Now therefore why speak ye not a word of bringing the king back?” (v9-10)  

This sudden change of heart is another poignant reminder that public opinion is 
very fickle. Politicians are only as good as their last public statement and sports stars are 
only as good as their last game! A short while before the men of Israel had betrayed 
David and wanted to murder him. Now they are praising his record and recommending 
his enthronement. There is warning to us all here not to build our lives on the feelings of 
people or else you will be greatly disillusioned! 

It’s interesting to note that when David left Jerusalem, he left his future in God’s 
sovereign hands, “if I shall find favour in the eyes of the LORD, He will bring me again, and shew 
me both it, and his habitation: But if He thus say, I have no delight in thee; behold, here am I, let Him 
do to me as seemeth good unto Him.” (1 Sam. 15:25b-26) David doesn’t hire a PR agency to 
prepare the way for him – he is learning to walk by faith by waiting. Running ahead of 
God never ultimately is a blessing. When God wants to open a door for you no one on 
earth can close it.  

David could have been proud here and refused to come back unless they begged 
him to do so. He had the military power to crush his opponents and take a bloody 
revenge. You can be sure that what Joab would have advised him to do! Instead, David 
does what he can discreetly to allow them to save face and particularly his own tribe of 
Judah, “And king David sent to Zadok and to Abiathar the priests, saying, Speak unto the elders of 
Judah, saying, Why are ye the last to bring the king back to his house? seeing the speech of all Israel is 
come to the king, even to his house. Ye are my brethren, ye are my bones and my flesh: wherefore then are 
ye the last to bring back the king?” (v11-12) It was at Hebron, in the tribe of Judah, that 
Absalom had been first proclaimed. Clearly the tribe of Judah had sided with his son 
Absalom and Amasa (who was David’s nephew from Judah) was the leader of Absalom’s 
army. They of all the tribes must have feared revenge for David’s return. David shows 
wisdom here in how he approaches this situation. It was a volatile moment. One spark 
could launch another bloody civil war.  

 

HYMN: HGG 5628 Art Thou Afraid?  
PRAYER: Give Us Wisdom in the Victory 


