
SATURDAY 5 SEPTEMBER 2015 

Scripture Reading: 2 Samuel 19; Ecclesiastes 1:18 

UNFAITHFUL FRIEND 
 

The forces of David have just triumphed over the forces of the rebel Absalom. 
However, this is not a happy moment for David. It is one of the worst moments of his 
life. He has faced a deep betrayal and now faces the fact that his beloved son is dead and 
eternally lost in hell. We can only but imagine his pain. The news of David’s deep sorrow 
soon spread to his men, “And the victory that day was turned into mourning unto all the people: for 
the people heard say that day how the king was grieved for his son. And the people gat them by stealth 
that day into the city, as people being ashamed steal away when they flee in battle.” (v2-3) It is very 
unlike David to be insensitive or ungrateful for those who were loyal to him. It should 
have been a day of great victory for the army and instead it has turned into a time of 
national mourning. Nobody really wins when God’s people are divided by the Absaloms 
of this world.  

By behaving like this, David had turned a military victory into an emotional 
defeat by his excessive mourning for the rebellious Absalom. David’s loyal soldiers had 
risked life and limb for him only then to be treated like criminals. Unfortunately Absalom 
was still an idol that ruled the king’s heart. It was wrong for David to ask his men to fight 
against Absalom’s army and not against Absalom. Previously, David had misused his 
God-ordained authority to ensure the death of the innocent Uriah but now he misuses 
the same authority to try to save the life of a man who deserved to die for a number of 
capital offences. David’s perspective in all this is completely at odds with reality and 
morality. 

The ruthless and cold Joab didn’t offer much sympathy but a blunt reality check 
to David about his selfish pity party, “And Joab came into the house to the king, and said, Thou 
hast shamed this day the faces of all thy servants, which this day have saved thy life, and the lives of thy 
sons and of thy daughters, and the lives of thy wives, and the lives of thy concubines; In that thou lovest 
thine enemies, and hatest thy friends. For thou hast declared this day, that thou regardest neither princes 
nor servants: for this day I perceive, that if Absalom had lived, and all we had died this day, then it had 
pleased thee well. Now therefore arise, go forth, and speak comfortably unto thy servants: for I swear by 
the LORD, if thou go not forth, there will not tarry one with thee this night: and that will be worse unto 
thee than all the evil that befell thee from thy youth until now.” (v5-7)  

It is notable that in Joab’s words there is a distinct lack of remorse for his 
murderous deeds, as well as his lack of sympathy and respect for David. You would 
think that Joab was the king and David was the subject! A hypocritical murderer like 
Joab should not have delivered these stinging words! They were not the faithful wounds 
of a true friend! Someone like Nathan had the moral authority to speak to David. 
Nevertheless, there is some truth in what Joab says. David is acting in a selfish way here. 
Many people had put their lives on their line for him. This is not the time for him to act 
as if he did not care.  

HYMN: HGG 514 Lead Me, Saviour   
PRAYER: Give Us Wisdom in Our Pain 


