
WEDNESDAY 30 SEPTEMBER 2015 

Scripture Reading: 2 Samuel 20; Proverbs 14 

A WISE WOMAN 
 

There are Shebas all around us and they can sound convincing. However, they hide their 
true motives, which is to exalt self. It was true that David was a flawed leader and, 
doubtless, Sheba could point them out and exaggerate them. The problem of Sheba still 
has to be faced now for David. The scene now moves to the city of Abel of 
Bethmaachah. Sheba has taken refuge from David’s forces in this walled city. Joab laid 
siege to it and intended to take it apart stone by stone if necessary. At this point of 
confrontation a wise woman emerged. She cried, “Hear, hear; say, I pray you, unto Joab, Come 
near hither, that I may speak with thee.” (v16b) 

This wise woman had the opportunity to save her city. She then chose to do 
something about it. This woman may well have been thinking of Deut. 20:10-11, “When 
thou comest nigh unto a city to fight against it, then proclaim peace unto it. And it shall be, if it make 
thee answer of peace, and open unto thee, then it shall be, that all the people that is found therein shall be 
tributaries unto thee, and they shall serve thee.” Often when there are no wise men, the Lord 
sovereignly raises up wise women. This is a judgement on the failure of the men to lead! 
We see this in situations like when the Lord raised up Deborah as a judge and governor 
in Israel during the apostate times of the judges.  

This wise woman discerned that it was foolish for a whole city to suffer loss and 
possible death because of the rebellion of one man. Her argument to Joab is based on 
this, “I am one of them that are peaceable and faithful in Israel: thou seekest to destroy a city and a 
mother in Israel: why wilt thou swallow up the inheritance of the LORD?” (v19) Joab wisely tests 
her sincerity, “Far be it, far be it from me, that I should swallow up or destroy. The matter is not so: 
but a man of mount Ephraim, Sheba the son of Bichri by name, hath lifted up his hand against the 
king, even against David: deliver him only, and I will depart from the city.” (v20b-21a) 

The woman lives up to her name by persuading the men of the city that this offer 
is one to be accepted, “Then the woman went unto all the people in her wisdom. And they cut off the 
head of Sheba the son of Bichri, and cast it out to Joab. And he blew a trumpet, and they retired from 
the city, every man to his tent. And Joab returned to Jerusalem unto the king.” (v22) 

Joab is restored to his position, “Now Joab was over all the host of Israel” (v23a) 
David’s intrigue and palace politics didn’t solve the problem of Joab. It cost David time 
and Amasa his life. There is no mention or hint of any discipline by David for his 
murderous action. Remember Joab had once again brazenly defied David’s authority by 
murdering the man that he had appointed to lead his army. Joab had now murdered 
Abner, Absalom, and Amasa in defiance of the king. However, David apparently did 
nothing to discipline him. It appears that Joab is the real king in Israel! However, that is 
not the end of the story – God will deal with Joab in His time! 

 

HYMN: HGG 129 Blessed Redeemer   
PRAYER: Multiply Wisdom to our Families 


