
THURSDAY 3 SEPTEMBER 2015 

Scripture Reading: 2 Samuel 18; Deuteronomy 6:6-9 

GRIEVING TO EXCESS 
 

The aged king is eagerly awaiting news from the battlefield. The chief of his concerns is 
the fate of his favourite son. Indeed, when Ahimaaz arrived, the first question reveals 
what was in David’s heart. For instead of asking about whether his army had been 
victorious and the state of any dead or wounded, David’s focus is on his son, “And the 
king said, Is the young man Absalom safe?” (v29) The irony is that although the preservation 
of Absalom would have been deemed good news for David it would have spelled bad 
news for his nation and even for himself.  

 Cushi spells out the fact of Absalom’s death. This invoked one of the saddest 
scenes in the Bible, “And the king was much moved, and went up to the chamber over the gate, and 
wept: and as he went, thus he said, O my son Absalom, my son, my son Absalom! would God I had 
died for thee, O Absalom, my son, my son!” (v33) The terrible pain of David does not fail to 
touch the heart of every parent. Five times the heartbroken father repeated the words, 
“my son.” There were a number of “legitimate” reasons for David to display some level of 
grief upon hearing of the loss of his son Absalom. This was a loss of his own flesh and 
blood. It’s too late now to resolve the breach between father and son. David must have 
felt great guilt over his bad example as a man as well as his failures in his dealings with 
Absalom as a father and a king. So it was not wrong for David to grieve over a family 
loss especially as Absalom perished in his sins and went out to a lost eternity. As 
Spurgeon eloquently put it, “Our children may plunge into the worst of sins, but they are 
our children still. They may scoff at our God; they may tear our heart to pieces with their 
wickedness; we cannot take complacency in them, but at the same time we cannot 
unchild them, nor erase their image from our hearts.”  

 However, the nature of David’s mourning was not right. He had made an idol 
out of Absalom and was consumed with this boy by placing him above the Lord and the 
people of God. David exhibited a form of grief that was unwise and unbiblical for a 
number of reasons. David’s sorrowing over his son was excessive and done at the 
expense of any of the feelings of those under his command and leadership.  His men 
were now humiliated thinking that they had done wrong and displeased their king by 
their victory. Now they were left with a bitter taste in their mouths for having put their 
necks on their line for David but now realizing that he would have preferred Absalom to 
live and they to die.  David was wrong in forgetting that he was not only a father but also 
the anointed king of Israel. He had a responsibility to balance those roles and not allow 
his personal feelings of loss as a father overwhelm him to the point that he could not 
function as a king. Many widows and orphans were in Israel because of Absalom and 
David needed to consider their losses also.  

 

HYMN: HGG 668 Speak, Lord in the Stillness   
PRAYER: Give Us Grace to be Godly Parents 


