
TUESDAY 29 SEPTEMBER 2015 

Scripture Reading: 2 Samuel 20; 2 Timothy 4:10 

FLAWED BUT TALENTED 
 

The murder of Amasa shocked the men of Israel, “And one of Joab's men stood by him, and 
said, He that favoureth Joab, and he that is for David, let him go after Joab. And Amasa wallowed in 
blood in the midst of the highway. And when the man saw that all the people stood still, he removed 
Amasa out of the highway into the field, and cast a cloth upon him, when he saw that every one that 
came by him stood still.” (v11-12) The people had some respect for Amasa even if Joab did 
not. They would not go forward while his body was openly desecrated. One of Joab’s 
men tried to motivate them to follow Joab instead of Amasa, “He that favoureth Joab, and he 
that is for David, let him go after Joab” but this encouragement fell of deaf ears. Eventually he 
was forced to show respect to the murdered former commander-in-chief.  

 We should note that Amasa deserved the death penalty for his treason and 
attempted murder of David. He may even have been conspiring with Sheba to overthrow 
David, which would explain his delay in pursuing the rebel leader. But Joab had no 
lawful right to murder him the way he did. It was David’s role as the God-ordained 
authority to administer a capital sentence.  Joab was not David and had no right to usurp 
David’s authority in this manner. The attitude of Joab to Amasa may have been 
understandable, but his action was not forgivable. Furthermore, Joab’s motive was to 
remove a rival for Joab’s position. It was certainly not for the glory of God. Later David 
publicly declared to Solomon that Joab had no right to kill Amasa, “Moreover thou knowest 
also what Joab the son of Zeruiah did to me, and what he did to the two captains of the hosts of Israel, 
unto Abner the son of Ner, and unto Amasa the son of Jether, whom he slew, and shed the blood of war 
in peace, and put the blood of war upon his girdle that was about his loins, and in his shoes that were on 
his feet.” (1 Kings 2:5) 

The Lord used the wrong motives and actions of Joab to accomplish His 
purpose over the treacherous Amasa. It would have been dangerous for the nation and 
for David to have such a man as head of the armed forces. Sometimes the Lord has to 
deliver us, with unusual means, from ourselves.  

Despite the ruthless muder of Amasa, the people still went on with Joab to 
pursue Sheba, “When he was removed out of the highway, all the people went on after Joab, to pursue 
after Sheba the son of Bichri.” (v13) Joab was a true leader. The soldiers naturally followed 
the commander who successfully led them many times before. This is one of the tragic 
things about Joab. He was a charismatic and capable man but he wasted these 
providential blessings on acts of the flesh. There are men in the Scripture who were 
blessed with godly companions but wasted these privileges – Cain, Ham, Absalom, 
Demas. The ultimate example of this is Judas Iscariot. We see the same today. Many 
grow up in Christian homes and Christian churches with godly companions yet become 
sons of Belial. There are even church leaders who grow up under the guidance of godly 
pastors and elders but then turn out to become wolves in sheep’s clothing.  

HYMN: HGG 509 He Who Would Valiant Be   
PRAYER: Keep Us From Being A Joab  


