
WEDNESDAY 23 SEPTEMBER 2015 

Scripture Reading: 2 Samuel 20; James 1:5 

TIME OF THE ESSENCE 
 

Although it is true that David had failed as a leader on a number of occasions and the 
tribe of Judah may well have acted offensively to the other tribes, this was not excuse for 
the rebellion. They should have learned from the rebellion of Absalom that such actions 
invoke God’s judgment. Injustice is never corrected by a yet deeper wrong. 

David has to put up with another Absalom trying to divide the people against 
him. Just because you go through one ordeal of betrayal does not mean you wont face it 
again. Life is a series of such tests. David must have been tempted to give up! It looks as 
though he is starting all over again, as the king of the tribe of Judah. 

This time David is willing to act more effectively. He knows the truth of the old 
saying that, “a lie can travel half way across the world before the truth gets out of bed.” 
It just takes a few words to light up a major conflict. Now David is secure in his calling 
as king, and he knows that he needs to deal with this rebellion, “Then said the king to 
Amasa, Assemble me the men of Judah within three days, and be thou here present.” (v4) David had 
learned something with Absalom – rebels have to be dealt with when they raise their 
head! Delay makes the problem worse. There are certain people who have to be faced 
down. You cannot call them to drink coffee and try and talk them round. A wise 
Christian in touch with God should be able to discern who these are. 

This is the first test of the leadership of Amasa. It was not a good performance, 
“So Amasa went to assemble the men of Judah: but he tarried longer than the set time which he had 
appointed him.” (v5) It is not clear why Amasa delayed in this command.  Was he watching 
to see how things would turn out or was he just an incompetent general? This inaction 
only reveals that David made a mistake to appoint him. The delay would also cost Amasa 
his life. 

As an experienced leader, David knew time was of the essence - the longer the 
delay then the greater the threat to the peace and unity of the nation. Every hour that 
Sheba is free, the threat to his kingdom increases. Even though this was likely a 
humiliation to Amasa, David decides to bypass Amasa and act directly, “And David said to 
Abishai, Now shall Sheba the son of Bichri do us more harm than did Absalom: take thou thy lord's 
servants, and pursue after him, lest he get him fenced cities, and escape us.” (v6) Rather than turn to 
Joab, David seeks the assistance of Abishai (Joab’s brother). Likely, David was ashamed 
to now ask Joab to do the job, for it would appear to be a tacit admission that he has 
erred in firing Joab and replacing him with Amasa. It appears that David is making 
significant decisions as to his leadership in a rash way. In just a few days he has changed 
the chief of staff of his army 3 times! It is notable that there is no reference of him 
seeking the Lord’s counsel.  

 

HYMN: HGG 414 Revive us Again   
PRAYER: Give Us Wisdom in Appointments  


