
TUESDAY 22 SEPTEMBER 2015 

Scripture Reading: 2 Samuel 20; 1 Corinthians 1:11-13 

PERSONAL DISPUTES 
 

Sheba sought to divide the people of God against the God-ordained leader. This was an 
attempt to exalt self over the will of God. He divided over relationship and not over 
principle. There is notably no mention of God or God’s word in his words. It is all about 
Sheba’s wisdom!  

This type of division can even happen among Christians. Often these divisions 
are not about doctrinal differences but relationship issues. Paul and Barnabas parted 
ways because of a dispute over John Mark. One of the worst splits in NT was in the 
Corinthian Church (1 Cor. 1:11-13). We find another one in the Philippian church were 
two women were contending with one another, “I beseech Euodias, and beseech Syntyche, that 
they be of the same mind in the Lord.” (Philp. 4:2) The fact that Paul took time to address 
these problems in many of his epistles demonstrates that “small squabbles” are clearly no 
small matter to the Lord! There is an old rhyme that goes, 

To dwell above with the saints we love, O that will be glory; 

But to dwell below with the saints we know, that’s a different story! 

As Christians we should never join divisive factions based on personal relationships 
issues in the workplace, church or the home. If we have to take our stand for truth, then 
do so as individuals following the clearly laid out biblical methods and then be prepared 
to take the consequences.  

The devil is often very subtle in hiding the true motives for division. We need to 
be vigilant that cunning wolves, disguised as sheep, are not forwarding their personal 
agendas in the guise of a doctrinal dispute. Such people invoke God’s name to disguise 
their own personal disputes with another person. This makes the dispute sound more 
spiritual and hence more palatable to the undiscerning observer. They declare they are 
“standing for God’s Word” and “defending the truth” when in reality, if you observe 
carefully, they are merely trying to remove a rival in a struggle for power and position. 

There was clearly widespread sympathy for Sheba, “So every man of Israel went up 
from after David, and followed Sheba the son of Bichri” (v2a) Once again, the people deserted 
God’s chosen king for an articulate charismatic opportunist who had no track record of 
integrity and faithfulness. In 2 Samuel 19:40-43 the leaders from these same ten tribes 
argued with the tribe of Judah over their fidelity to David. However, the speed in which 
they turned against David after the words of Sheba demonstrated that their loud claims 
of loyalty were more to do with self-advancement than a desire to honour their king. 
These people regard David merely as their employee or servant that they can hire and 
fire at will. They don’t see him as God’s anointed, that the Lord alone has the power to 
remove and, until He does, that they are required to honour as such.  

HYMN: HGG 221 The Church’s One Foundation   
PRAYER: Keep Us From Division  


