
MONDAY 21 SEPTEMBER 2015 

Scripture Reading: 2 Samuel 20; Exodus 15-16 

REBELS WITHOUT A TRUE CAUSE 
 

David has another crisis now to deal with. Life is punctuated with such events. It is how 
we manage them that reveal our real character. Disunity is natural to us. From young we 
learn to engage in strife and division. We don’t have to be taught how to do it. Sheba was 
another in a long line of rebels. One of the great paradoxes of life on earth is that we 
need each other but often we cannot get along with each other. 

Sheba was of the tribe of Benjamin, the same family that had given Israel its first 
king. His background would resonate with those who were not from David’s home tribe 
of Judah. The sharp exchange of words between the men of Judah and the other tribes in 
2 Samuel 19:41 was a perfect moment for Sheba to make his play for power! A crisis will 
bring out the best in some people but also the worst in others! 

The devil will always have a man of Belial like Sheba to exploit divisions for evil 
ends – have you noticed? Don’t imagine that the appearance of Eliab, Doeg, Shimei, 
Nabal, and Sheba at critical moments in David’s life was a mere coincidence! Most 
rebellions against God-ordained authority are not because of deep spiritual or ideological 
convictions but because self-centred men utilise gullible people to assume authority for 
themselves. This even happens among the people of God.  

At the heart of such rebellion is an attack on God Himself. When Moses led the 
children of Israel through the Red Sea there was a national outburst of praise to the Lord 
in Exodus 15. But just a few sentences later after being full of thankfulness we read, 
“And the people murmured against Moses” (Exod. 15:24) Then when God provided for that 
need, we read in the next chapter, “And the whole congregation of the children of Israel murmured 
against Moses and Aaron in the wilderness.” (Exod. 16:2) Moses discerned that the root of this 
problem was not personal to him but it was rooted in a discontentment with God, “your 
murmurings are not against us, but against the LORD.” (Exod. 16:8b) 

Sheba acted deliberately in organizing a rebellion. This was no coffee shop 
murmuring! He blew a trumpet to draw public attention. His disrespectful words are 
revealing of his heart,  “We have no part in David, neither have we inheritance in the son of Jesse: 
every man to his tents, O Israel.” (v1b)Sheba denied the king’s sovereignty by boldly 
declaring, “We have no part in David.” By publicly declaring that David is no right to be 
king over him Sheba is rebelling against the authority of the sovereign God who raised 
David to the throne. Only God can remove David. Sheba’s words are deliberately 
intended to devalue the office, “the son of Jesse.” Jesse was a humble farmer and Sheba 
wanted to emphasize David’s humble beginnings. It is interesting that this is the phrase 
that Saul also used to speak of David! The devil’s crowd has no respect for God-
ordained authority in the State, Church or the Home.  

 

HYMN: HGG 63 Come, Thou Almighty King   
PRAYER: Help Us To Respect God’s Authority in our Lives 


