
WEDNESDAY 2 SEPTEMBER 2015 

Scripture Reading: 2 Samuel 18; Isaiah 52:7 

THE RIGHT MESSENGER 
 

The life we live is the monument we ultimately build!  Absalom left a stone monument 
but it was only for his folly. The great architect Sir Christopher Wren built St Paul’s 
Cathedral in London. The only record to his memory is a simple tablet, which are 
engraved the words in Latin, “If you seek his monument, look around you!” What legacy 
will you or I leave behind for others to remember us by? Your success in business, sport, 
or academics? Or how about: How generous you were to those in need? How you loved 
God? How you helped others?  

Joab may have thought that Absalom fully deserved to die but carrying out the 
execution was not Joab’s responsibility. There is an element here of David reaping what 
he had sowed. It was David who utilized Joab to engineer the murder of Uriah to cover 
up David’s sin. In doing so, David had left him impotent to ever facedown Joab for 
murder, especially as Joab had the fatal letter that he could use against David.  

The next issue is finding the right person to pass the news of the death of 
Absalom to David. This would be a delicate task as David is going to hear some good 
news and some very bad news. This will be the worst news David has ever heard. In the 
midst of such great grief there is no telling how David will react. Joab will have to select 
sensitively. He knows David very well as a man with deep passions for his children, 
especially Absalom his favourite.  

One of the priests offered to go first, “Then said Ahimaaz the son of Zadok, Let me 
now run, and bear the king tidings, how that the LORD hath avenged him of his enemies.” (v19) Joab 
is reluctant, “And Joab said unto him, Thou shalt not bear tidings this day, but thou shalt bear 
tidings another day: but this day thou shalt bear no tidings, because the king's son is dead.” (v20) It is 
likely that Joab refused Ahimaaz as he surmised that a priest would be too inclined to 
simply tell the unvarnished truth about the coldblooded murder by Absalom at the hand 
of Joab. So Joab has a better person in mind to spin the bad news, “Then said Joab to 
Cushi, Go tell the king what thou hast seen. And Cushi bowed himself unto Joab, and ran.” (v21)  

Despite Joab’s efforts, Ahimaaz persuaded him to let him go subsequently. 
However, Ahimaaz takes a seemingly different route and beats Cushi to where David is, 
“Then Ahimaaz ran by the way of the plain, and overran Cushi.” (v23b) David is waiting at the 
gate of the city eagerly awaiting tidings of the battle. His future and that of his son hang 
on the outcome. We can only but imagine the anxiety he must have felt as each moment 
passed and still no news. Likely, David was hoping that everything had worked out the 
way he had instructed with his army victorious and Absalom safe. That is why he burst 
out, “He is a good man, and cometh with good tidings” (v27b) when Ahimaaz was identified as 
the runner.  

 

HYMN: HGG 325 Look to the Lamb of God   
PRAYER: Make Us Truthful Witnesses 


