
THURSDAY 17 SEPTEMBER 2015 

Scripture Reading: 2 Samuel 19; Proverbs 14:30 

AVOIDING SIN OF JEALOUSY 
 

It takes character to know true character. Barzillai had proven to be a true friend to 
David in his greatest hour of need. David knew that he was heading back to a sensitive 
and difficult kingdom to rule over once again. It would have been a tremendous blessing 
for David to have a man of loyalty, integrity and godliness near him.  

David’s offer was a very tempting one. But Barzillai was content with his lot that 
providence had allotted him. He had one request, “Let thy servant, I pray thee, turn back 
again, that I may die in mine own city, and be buried by the grave of my father and of my 
mother. But behold thy servant Chimham; let him go over with my lord the king; and do 
to him what shall seem good unto thee.” (v37) However, what Barzillai did not seek for 
himself he was still willing for others to be blessed by. That is also a Christian spirit that 
delights to see others prosper.  

True agape produces a love for others that, “suffereth long, and is kind; charity envieth 
not; charity vaunteth not itself, is not puffed up, Doth not behave itself unseemly, seeketh not her own, is 
not easily provoked, thinketh no evil..” (1 Cor. 13:4b-5a) One of the saddest features of life in 
the wider society around us is the spirit of begrudging others being blessed. So many 
embittered and selfish people hate to see other people prosper.  

Jealousy is a powerful force, that we often need God’s words to help us 
overcome it. Envy corrupts our motives, thoughts, and actions. It is difficult for the 
envious person to share in the joys of other people. One of the easiest ways to sin is with 
our tongues. It would be wonderful if conversion dealt with all the problems of the 
tongue. But it is battlefield for us all on a daily basis. God wants us to keep depending on 
Him for grace to tame this potentially destructive weapon. Being a faithful believer 
necessitates having a tender and sensitive heart. That is a point that the devil notes. Some 
naively imagine that opposition will only come from outside the church, but that is far 
from true. Sad to say often it is sparked by a hurtful or offensive comment by a 
professing Christian because of jealousy.  

David was suitably impressed by this request, “And the king answered, Chimham shall 
go over with me, and I will do to him that which shall seem good unto thee: and whatsoever thou shalt 
require of me, that will I do for thee.” (v38) The old octogenarian, Barzillai made the journey 
to honour his king, “And all the people went over Jordan. And when the king was come over, the 
king kissed Barzillai, and blessed him; and he returned unto his own place.” (v39) The farewell 
between the two aging men of character was touching.  It may be that they never saw 
each other again.  

 

HYMN: HGG 607 He Hideth My Soul   
PRAYER: Take Away Jealousy From Us 


