
TUESDAY 15 SEPTEMBER 2015 

Scripture Reading: 2 Samuel 19; Proverbs 20:25 

SPEAKING TO HASTILY 
 

David handled Shimei wisely and magnificently. This was no easy test, as Shimei had 
deeply wounded him with his words. David demonstrated that the dark valleys he had 
gone through over Absalom had not hardened his heart. However, just when you have 
successfully handled one test, the Lord quickly allows another to come. Just because we 
handle one difficult human encounter doesn’t guarantee that we will handle the next well.  

The next test David faces is how to deal with Mephibosheth, “And Mephibosheth 
the son of Saul came down to meet the king, and had neither dressed his feet, nor trimmed his beard, nor 
washed his clothes, from the day the king departed until the day he came again in peace.” (v24) Now 
David handled Shimei well but he did not handle Mephibosheth well. What a contrast to 
Shimei is this loyal man Mephibosheth. He loved David like his father Jonathan loved 
him. His symbolic action of not bathing or trimming his beard demonstrated his heart 
for his beloved king. Such an action would be noticeable and we could imagine very 
unpopular and dangerous with Absalom on the throne. The smell alone must have made 
this gesture obvious to any near him.  

When David queried, “Wherefore wentest not thou with me, Mephibosheth?” (v25b) he 
was immediately candid and forthcoming in his reply, “My lord, O king, my servant deceived 
me: for thy servant said, I will saddle me an ass, that I may ride thereon, and go to the king; because thy 
servant is lame. And he hath slandered thy servant unto my lord the king; but my lord the king is as an 
angel of God: do therefore what is good in thine eyes. For all of my father's house were but dead men 
before my lord the king: yet didst thou set thy servant among them that did eat at thine own table. What 
right therefore have I yet to cry any more unto the king?” (v26-28) Mephibosheth doesn’t cover 
up the sin of Ziba. Then he adds a marvelous statement of love and appreciation from 
the lips of Mephibosheth for all that David has done for the house of Saul. This is not 
the words of a man who had betrayed his King.  

Despite these fine words and the obvious evidence on his physical person that 
Mephibosheth was truthful, David does not handle this well, “ And the king said unto him, 
Why speakest thou any more of thy matters? I have said, Thou and Ziba divide the land.” (v29) This 
is not a good way to administer justice. There was no investigation of the facts by David 
or others on his behalf. There were no witnesses interviewed to confirm or contradict 
the testimony of Ziba or Mephibosheth. At the very least David could have delayed 
judgment for another day until more facts were ascertained. May be it was pride or 
weariness that prevented him from having the matter he had spoken on before tested. 
Solomon wisely observed, “He that answereth a matter before he heareth it, it is folly and shame 
unto him.” (Prov. 18:13) Failing to heed this advice has hurt many good people in families, 
companies, and churches.  

 

HYMN: HGG 690 Nothing But Christ  
PRAYER: Give Us Wisdom in Handling Disputes 


