
MONDAY 14 SEPTEMBER 2015 

Scripture Reading: 2 Samuel 19; Matthew 6:14-15 

A GREAT TEST 
 

As David made his way back to his throne, a vicious enemy met him. In the midst of this 
great triumph of David’s meekness, he faces another great test in the form of Shimei. 
Just because you pass a test from God at one moment, doesn’t mean that this is the end 
of the test. The life of faith is full of tests along the road. Shimei is the worst type of 
individual who kicks a man when he is down and wallows in his failure! He brings 1,000 
Benjamites with him, who also will express their submission to David as their king.  

Shimei hasted to get there. He knew that he was in big trouble! We read, “And 
Shimei the son of Gera fell down before the king, as he was come over Jordan; And said unto the king, 
Let not my lord impute iniquity unto me, neither do thou remember that which thy servant did perversely 
the day that my lord the king went out of Jerusalem, that the king should take it to his heart. For thy 
servant doth know that I have sinned: therefore, behold, I am come the first this day of all the house of 
Joseph to go down to meet my lord the king.” (v18b-20) 

Shimei does not beat around the bush. He admits what he is done was “iniquity” 
and sin. Unfortunately he is like his ancestor Saul as he can say these words but time 
proves he really doesn’t mean them! Likely he emphasized the term the “house of Joseph” 
because Joseph is famed as the great forgiver.  

To add to the power of the temptation, Abishai speaks up, “But Abishai the son of 
Zeruiah answered and said, Shall not Shimei be put to death for this, because he cursed the LORD's 
anointed?” (v21) Joab’s brother makes it easy for David to kill Shimei and not get his 
hands dirty! Like his brother, this ruthless man has no problem in invoking God’s name 
and His law about cursing God’s anointed. There is a great temptation to get rid of one 
of his bitterest enemies. It seems very easy.  

However, David makes clear that he will not seek capital punishment on Shimei 
that day, “And David said, What have I to do with you, ye sons of Zeruiah, that ye should this day be 
adversaries unto me? shall there any man be put to death this day in Israel? for do not I know that I am 
this day king over Israel?” (v22) It was not because he did not deserve it. But David spared 
him because he looked on Shimei as an instrument of God to teach him some needed 
lessons. Furthermore, Shimei had admitted his “iniquity” and publicly asked for 
forgiveness. It would not be right for David to treat him differently from how God 
treated David when he repented.  

A humbled sinner has a gracious heart! The proud have a difficult time in 
showing grace to others! Also it would be divisive for David to kill Shimei and pardon 
Amasa – at least Shimei only cursed him! Amasa tried to kill him! 

 

HYMN: HGG 561 Living For Jesus  
PRAYER: Give Us A Forgiving Heart 


