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Scripture Reading: 2 Samuel 19; James 1:3-4 

CHARACTER COUNTS 
 

David recognised that everything that happened to him was either caused by God or sent 
by God. So he was willing to simply submit under the leadership of a Sovereign God in 
the darkest days of his life. He had learned not to judge his circumstances by his feelings 
but by the Word of God. This didn’t remove all the pain but allowed him to evaluate 
critical situations like this differently.  

David’s gracious words to the men of Israel fitted with his character and 
reputation. That is why the people’s hearts were moved by them, “And he bowed the heart of 
all the men of Judah, even as the heart of one man; so that they sent this word unto the king, Return 
thou, and all thy servants.” (v14) They knew he was genuine. Patience with people is a virtue 
that few have. Eventually many will recognise that the Absaloms of this world are fatally 
flawed and that the Davids have character that is golden. Even today it’s worth noting 
that the Star of David and not the Star of Absalom is the symbol of the nation of Israel. 
John Newton wrote in his beloved hymn Amazing Grace the following words, 

 
Through many dangers, toils and snares, 

I have already come. 
’Tis grace has brought me safe thus far, 

And grace will lead me home. 

King David could sing this song. He had gone through “many dangers, toils and snares” 
along the road that leads to heaven. 

 The Bible is replete with examples of people who endured great ups and downs 
in terms of circumstances and public ratings but in the end their godly character shone 
through. We think of men like Enoch, Noah, Joseph, Samuel, and Daniel and women 
like Sarah and Ruth. Perfection could not be attributed to them, as they were all sinners, 
but the consistency of their character inspires us today.  

The founder of the Salvation Army, General William Booth was greatly maligned 
during the early years of his ministry. He was called a charlatan and one evangelical even 
labeled him the “antichrist.” Even DL Moody refused to support him. His Salvation 
Army was treated with contempt. Often members were beaten and some were even 
killed, as they paraded the streets of England with the gospel message. Yet at the death 
of William Booth in 1912, the nation’s view of him and his workers had radically 
changed. Tens of thousands stood on the streets of London to honour Booth as his 
funeral cortege went past. The Queen attended his funeral service with 40,000 others at 
the London Olympia arena. Booth chose to live a life that matters. We all should do 
likewise.  

 

HYMN: HGG 436 Christ For Me  
PRAYER: Give Us Right Character 


