
THURSDAY 10 SEPTEMBER 2015 

Scripture Reading: 2 Samuel 19; Philippians 4:8 

AN UNWISE CHOICE 
 

David has to handle this sensitive situation well. Although he has been deeply humiliated 
and hurt by the nation running after Absalom, he knows this is not the time to 
demonstrate his anger and disappointment. He will demonstrate true statesmanship. 
David knows the discontentment in the heart of mankind that no matter what has been 
done in the past there is always a tendency to chase after the empty promises of the 
Absaloms of this world. Our first parents exhibited that characteristic in Eden when they 
rejected the One who had done them nothing but good to that moment in exchange for 
the promises of one who had no track record of benevolence. As we look around our 
world today, we are tempted to observe that not much has changed! 

David now moves to extend an olive branch to Absalom’s leading general, 
Amasa, “And say ye to Amasa, Art thou not of my bone, and of my flesh? God do so to me, and more 
also, if thou be not captain of the host before me continually in the room of Joab.” (v13)  This was 
likely a diplomatic effort to appease and reunite Judah with the other 10 tribes of Israel. 
Doubtless, he also wanted to punish Joab by this public humiliation for murdering 
Absalom. The fact that he specifically mentions Joab’s name is especially suggestive that 
this is intended to hurt Joab.  

However, although David was right to punish Joab, but I don’t think he did the 
right thing in playing politics by linking up with Amasa. This man had publicly betrayed 
David by fighting for Absalom and then leading the armies that were trying to kill him. 
Amasa was guilty of treason and deserved the death penalty. At least Joab had never tried 
to murder David! It seemed that David was being churlish and inconsistent in his 
attitude. Such warmth towards Amasa in contrast to his coldness to Joab would do little 
to impress David’s loyal soldiers who had fought against Amasa with Joab.  

There was also the matter of ability and credibility in such an important role at 
this critical moment in this volatile kingdom. Amasa’s track record as leader is a great 
betrayal of David, one loss, and no victories.  By contrast, Joab, had a string of victories 
over thirty years. He has won them all. Joab is a seasoned and highly respected military 
leader with the medals to prove it. Indeed, he has just finished winning the biggest of all 
in giving back his leader the kingdom and defeating the larger army of his chosen 
replacement Amasa.  

David should have dealt with Joab directly if he believed that Joab had done 
wrong.  That was the mistake he made with Absalom! Time will show that this will cause 
Joab to react in a way that will damage many people including David. It is very notable 
that David never seeks the counsel of the Lord on this matter. Anytime he does that he 
ends up making mistakes with terrible consequences! So do we all!  

 

HYMN: HGG 157 Far Above All  
PRAYER: Help Us to Make Right Choices 


