
TUESDAY 1 SEPTEMBER 2015 

Scripture Reading: 2 Samuel 18; 2 Peter 3:10 

A WASTED LEGACY 
 

Absalom lived by the sword and he died by the sword. The proud rebel was now 
disgraced, “And they took Absalom, and cast him into a great pit in the wood, and laid a very great 
heap of stones upon him: and all Israel fled every one to his tent.” (v17) To show disrespect for 
Absalom they threw his body into a pit and covered in with a large pile of stones. There 
was no proper burial for a king’s son - a deserved fate for a rebel, “The memory of the 
righteous is blessed, But the name of the wicked will rot.” (Prov.10:7) 

Under the civil law of Israel an incorrigible rebellious son was to be brought to 
trial by his parents, 

 

Then shall his father and his mother lay hold on him, and bring him out 
unto the elders of his city, and unto the gate of his place; And they shall 
say unto the elders of his city, This our son is stubborn and rebellious, he 
will not obey our voice; he is a glutton, and a drunkard. And all the men of 
his city shall stone him with stones, that he die: so shalt thou put evil away 
from among you; and all Israel shall hear, and fear. (Deut. 21:19-21) 

There are no recorded examples of this punishment ever actually inflicted. Jewish 
tradition claims that it was not ever done so. However, the mode of Absalom’s burial 
was appropriate to show that he at least was counted as deserving of this disgraced death. 

Absalom was a man that craved recognition by man. He had even made 
preparation to be remembered after he died, “Now Absalom in his lifetime had taken and 
reared up for himself a pillar, which is in the king's dale: for he said, I have no son to keep my name in 
remembrance: and he called the pillar after his own name: and it is called unto this day, Absalom's 
place.” (v18) Absalom had three sons so it seems that all of them must have died in 
childhood. May be the Lord judged him this way, like He did with David’s illegitimate 
child with Bathsheba, to speak to the rebellious Absalom! 

This world is full of monuments raised by the good and the bad. We see their 
images and names etched over buildings and on statues. Some of these are monuments 
to good whereas others are reminders of their folly. All of them are temporal, as God 
will eventually burn up every square inch of the earth in which we live. The best legacy to 
live is one that will follow you out into eternity. The tragic thing is that so many men 
want to be well remembered after their death. Like Absalom, they arrange the externals 
and yet make no preparation for their eternal welfare beyond this world. That is the 
ultimate act of both pride and foolishness.  Both King Saul (1 Sam. 15:12) and Absalom 
set up monuments to their memory, but what do we remember about them?   

 

HYMN: HGG 642 Jerusalem the Golden   
PRAYER: Help Us to Leave an Eternal Legacy 


