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HISTORY OF JEWS SERIES – PROPHECY 

“The Jews and the Middle Ages” (Deut. 28:37; 62-67) 

The Middle Ages from the fifth to the fifteenth century was a 1000-year period of spiritual 
darkness in Europe. The Western and Eastern churches had irrevocably split from one another 
but they had also split from the truth of the Bible. That’s why many historians refer to the 
millennia as the Dark Ages.  

Europe was a continent that was riddled with worldliness, increasing corruption and lack 
of spirituality. This included simony (using one’s wealth or influence to purchase an ecclesiastical 
office), pluralism (holding multiple offices simultaneously), and the sale and veneration of the 
relics of the saints, which led to an enormous traffic in counterfeit articles. There appeared to be 
enough of the wood of the true cross, observed Erasmus, to make a ship. Although celibacy of 
the priesthood was mandatory, it was often abused or ignored. This led to deep immorality on 
the part of the clergy.  Thus, there was a saying in France, “If you want to go to hell, become a 
priest.” Secular historian, Edward Gibbon records in The History of the Decline and Fall of the Roman 
Empire, that Pope John XXIII was so openly debauched that the Council of Constance charged 
him with piracy, murder, rape, sodomy and incest. 

The secularization and materialism within the Church did not go wholly unchallenged. 
Some of the early Church fathers of the third century wrote deploring the widespread decay of 
Christendom as a whole. Some even concluded that the only way to escape such corruption was 
to adopt a monastic lifestyle often encompassing a life of asceticism, including both fasting and 
celibacy. This did not solve the problem, as it was the wrong antidote for the disease. 

In these dark days the flame of Biblical Truth often sank low, and appeared about to 
expire, yet never did it wholly go out. The 16th century Reformation did not happen in a vacuum 
and the Church of Rome had been challenged throughout the centuries of its hegemonic rise by 
remnant groups such as the Paulicians, Cathari, Bogomils, Albigenses, Waldenses etc. There were 
leading individuals like Bernard of Clairveux, St Patrick of Ireland, Giralamo Savonarola, John 
Wycliffe at Oxford University, Jan Hus at the University of Prague, and the Moravians that 
sought a return to Biblical holiness by justification by faith alone.  

While Christendom was in spiritual chaos, the history of the Jews followed a similar 
pattern to the centuries before. It was a time when they were a despised race throughout the 
world, “And thou shalt become an astonishment, a proverb, and a byword, among all nations whither the 
LORD shall lead thee.” (Deut. 28:37) God promised that this would be part of His judgment upon 
them, 

 
And ye shall be left few in number, whereas ye were as the stars of heaven for 
multitude; because thou wouldest not obey the voice of the LORD thy God. And 
it shall come to pass, that as the LORD rejoiced over you to do you good, and to 
multiply you; so the LORD will rejoice over you to destroy you, and to bring you 
to nought; and ye shall be plucked from off the land whither thou goest to possess 
it. And the LORD shall scatter thee among all people, from the one end of the 
earth even unto the other; and there thou shalt serve other gods, which neither 
thou nor thy fathers have known, even wood and stone. And among these nations 
shalt thou find no ease, neither shall the sole of thy foot have rest: but the LORD 
shall give thee there a trembling heart, and failing of eyes, and sorrow of mind: 
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And thy life shall hang in doubt before thee; and thou shalt fear day and night, 
and shalt have none assurance of thy life: In the morning thou shalt say, Would 
God it were even! and at even thou shalt say, Would God it were morning! for the 
fear of thine heart wherewith thou shalt fear, and for the sight of thine eyes which 
thou shalt see. (Deut. 28:62-67) 

 
This period of promised judgment is unambiguous and can be unmistakably applied the Jewish 
race in the last two millennia. The Middle Ages was just one part of that judgment where the 
Jews were the special object of ridicule, hatred, and persecution. A rational but very Satanic 
strategy sustained this animosity. 

 
JEWS IN THE MIDDLE AGES 
 
The Jews were expelled from Britain in the Edict of Expulsion in 1290 by King Edward I. They 
were banished from England until the godly Oliver Cromwell permitted the Jews to return in 
1657. Throughout Europe and, famously, in Spain and France there were similar expulsions.  

In the 14th century movements were also afoot to expel the Jews from Spain and France. 
There were a number of plagues that swept through mainland Europe and the Jews were blamed 
for it. They were attacked in Spain, France, Germany and Austria. More than 200 Jewish 
communities were destroyed. For instance, in the 1349 Basel massacre 600 Jews were burned to 
death and their children forcibly baptized as Catholics. The city synagogue was turned into a 
church and the Jewish cemetery was destroyed. Jews were then banned from the city.  

In 1306 the King, Philip IV of France seized all Jewish wealth and expelled them 
(approx. 100,000) from France. This brought such a downturn in business that many lobbied to 
have them brought back. Louis X of France invited the French Jews to return in 1315 with an 
offer of 12 years of guaranteed residence. However, after a series of pogroms like the 1320 
Shepherds Crusade against the Jews, King Charles IV of France expelled them again in 1322.  

There was a similar story in Spain. In 1391 the King, James II of Aragon passed a law 
that ordered Jews to convert to Christianity or leave Spain. A number of vicious pogroms 
followed that law against any Jew that didn’t obey. The city of Barcelona, which was a centre for 
Judaism in Spain, had its 23 synagogues burned to the ground.  

Over the next century 250,000 Jews would leave Spain, while about that same number 
remained and converted to Roman Catholicism. DNA tests reveal that Jewish blood runs 
through the veins of 25% of Spain today. Some even believe that General Franco had Jewish 
blood and that is why he refused to assist Hitler in persecuting the Jews during World War II. 
The term “Marrano” was used in both Spain and Portugal for the descendants of Jews who were 
baptized as Catholics yet were suspected of secret adherence to Judaism. Many of the Marranos 
preserved Jewish customs like lighting candles on Friday night or eating unleavened bread with 
the onset of spring. However, other Jews outside of Spain rejected the Marranos as having 
compromised their faith and refused to allow them to intermarry with their families.  

The final edict of Expulsion occurred in 1492 when King Ferdinand and Queen Isabella 
expelled the rest of the Jews. This was a period of enormous change in Spain. The Muslim 
Moors invaders had finally been expelled from the land in the Reconquista of Spain, which was 
effectively completed with the Battle of Granada on January 2, 1492. Columbus set out to 
discover America at the same time. Ferdinand and Isabella saw themselves as on a holy mission 
to expel all religious heretics from the shores of Spain. They ordered that the Jews either convert 
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within a few months or sell all their possessions and leave. Many of the Jews had to sell their 
possessions for a pittance of what it was really worth.  

Thousands of Jews died fleeing Spain. Some were taken by sea by Spanish sailors for 
exorbitant fares and then murdered by being thrown overboard. Many of those who survived 
travelled to Portugal (although many were soon expelled from Portugal in 1496), Italy, Turkey, 
Greece, North Africa, Latin America, and elsewhere throughout Europe like Holland, which was 
under Spanish sovereignty at this time. Some even made it back to Palestine. These Jews became 
known as Sephardic Jews. They took the Spanish language and culture with them. It mutated 
into a combination of Hebrew and Spanish called the Ladino dialect. Many Jews regard the 
expulsion from Spain as one of a “spiritual holocaust.” It is a particularly bitter memory for 
them. 

The loss of the Jews was both France and Spain’s ultimate loss. In Genesis 12 the Lord 
promised Abraham that his descendants would have that effect, “And I will make of thee a great 
nation, and I will bless thee, and make thy name great; and thou shalt be a blessing: And I will bless them that 
bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee: and in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed.” (Gen. 12:2-3) 
That would be proven true in this instance. Indeed, the Ottoman Muslim ruler of Turkey, Sultan 
Bajazet of Turkey welcomed the refugee Jews felling Spain by questioning, “How can you call 
Ferdinand of Aragon a wise king - the same Ferdinand who impoverished his own land and 
enriched ours?” Bajazet quickly utilized the talented Jews to develop his nation in order to 
expand the Ottoman Empire.    

The Jews who fled to Italy became prominent in the 15th century Renaissance Movement. 
They joined a Jewish community there that had been living in Italy before the destruction of the 
temple in 70 AD. Ironically, Italy was a more religiously tolerant and liberal environment as a 
consequence of the papacy there being much more secular at that time. Many Jews became 
physicians to the great and the good. Others were prized as Hebrew teachers by churches, 
scholars and universities as the Humanists wanted to study the Hebrew tongue. Another group 
became influential in printing and made money from it, including printing Hebrew works. They 
were at the forefront of the developing the printing press in Europe. Some magnificent 
synagogues were built in the style of the Renaissance architecture. 

This tolerance of the Jews would not last. In 1555 the Counter Reformation movement 
by the Roman Catholic Church against the Protestant Reformation led to restrictions on the 
Jews. For instance, Jews were not permitted to live in Rome but had to live in a ghetto outside 
the city in the worst piece of land. In Greece many of the Jews settled there for hundreds of 
years. It is said that in Salonika, one of the islands of Greece there were 7,000 Jews living until 
the Second World War when the Nazis sent them to Auschwitz.  

Holland was another place that the Jews fled to and succeeded. It is said that the 
economic success of the nation owed much to the presence of the Jews there. They are thought 
to have been responsible for establishing the Dutch East India Company, which brought 
incredible riches to the Dutch people. Holland became a world colonial power for a number of 
centuries; thanks in great part to the ingenuity and resourcefulness of the Jews. The small nation 
with few natural resources was truly blessed by the presence of the Hebrew race. The Jews also 
sponsored great cultural changes in Holland. Rembrandt was a product of Jewish sponsorship 
and influence. Many of his greatest masterpieces had Jewish themes.  
 

 
WHAT IS THE ROOT CAUSE OF ANTI-SEMITISM? 
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This period of Jewish history is similar to what had gone before. The hatred and persecution of 
the Jews has been consistent, intense, ubiquitous, and brutal. No sooner have they arrived in one 
place and began to re-establish themselves that another satanically inspired wave of attacks 
begins. The devil has blinded the minds and hearts of the unsaved Gentile world to show pity to 
them. The world does not treat any other nation the way they treat Israel. Naturalistic 
explanations like the world needs a scapegoat or economic envy cannot account for this reality.  

In the last 1,700 years the Jews have been expelled from at least more than 80 different 
countries. Every attempt to assimilate or find common ground with their Gentile hosts has 
ended in failure. Before the Holocaust most German Jews were so assimilated that it was said 
that most German Jews were more German than Jewish. The Nazis even slaughtered Jews who 
had converted to Christianity and even those who had one grandparent who was Jewish. The 
best the Jews can hope for from the Gentiles has been a measure of tolerance. Around 2500 
years ago a man called Haman summed up the prejudices of 4000 years when he stated, 
 

There is a certain people scattered abroad and dispersed among the people in all 
the provinces of thy kingdom; and their laws are diverse from all people; neither 
keep they the king's laws: therefore it is not for the king's profit to suffer them. 
(Esther 3:8) 
 

Haman was not the first or the last to issue these sentiments. Indeed, the fact that this spirit of 
Anti-Semitism is flourishing today is tangible proof to those who wrongly believe that God has 
finished with the Jews. For i f  God real ly  i s  f in ished with Israe l ,  why is  the devi l  s t i l l  t ry ing 
to destroy the people  o f  Israe l? Why does al l  the Genti l e  wor ld turn against  her so o f t en?  

The truth is that the world hates the Jews because the world hates the God of the Jews. 
It is ultimately a spiritual phenomenon. Ever since the Lord entered into a covenant 4000 years 
ago with Abraham and his descendants, Satan has launched an unrelenting campaign against 
them. Because the Jews are God’s chosen people through whom the Messiah would come, the 
devil has reserved a special hatred for them. God has given multiple promises to them so by 
attacking the Jews the devil is hoping to destroy the credibility of God’s character and promises. 
Jewish Christian writer, Dr. Michael Brown explains, 

 
God has singled out the Jewish people as His instrument for world redemption, He has 
promised that they will always remain on the earth as a distinct people—despite their sins 
and failures—and the devil himself has marked them out for destruction. Ultimately, it is 
through the Jewish people that the knowledge of the one true God has come to the 
world, through the Jewish people that the Messiah has come, and through the Jewish 
people that the message of the Messiah went to the nations. And it is the Jewish people 
in Jerusalem who will ultimately welcome the Messiah back to earth to set up His 
kingdom (see Matthew 23:37-39). That’s why the devil hates them so! 
 
This began in Egypt with Pharaoh. It continued in the ancient world with the attacks of 

nations like the Philistines, Assyrians, Babylonians, Persians, Greeks, and Romans. In the last 
two millennia other great foes have attacked the Jews. The Crusaders, Russian Tsars, Ottoman 
Turks, Arabs, and the Nazis are prominent examples of a consistent continuum of enemies. 
Anti-Semitism has a long and bloody history. It has been especially targeting the children of the 
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Jews from Pharaoh through Herod to more contemporary men like Hitler who murdered 1.5 
million babies and children in the Holocaust. Even the Roman Catholic scholar Edward 
Flannery admits that this is a unique hatred,  

 
Anti-Semitism is the longest and deepest hatred of human history. . . . What other hatred 
has endured some twenty-three centuries and survived a genocide of 6,000,000 of its 
victims in its twenty-third century of existence only to find itself still intact and rich in 
potential for many years of life? 

 
The amazing thing is that although Satan has thrown every weapon in his armory to 

destroy the Jews, he has failed every time. During the Great Tribulation Period the devil will 
launch one great final offensive to destroy the Jews to thwart God’s promises for a future 
spiritual and physical restoration of the nation led by the Messiah when He gives them a new 
heart and a new spirit (Zech. 12:10; Jer. 31:33). Satan knows that God has promised that the 
fulfillment of the Jews’ destiny will seal the devil’s doom. Israel must survive to receive Christ 
nationally as their own Messiah. Then the devil will be destroyed (Rev. 20:10). So the destruction 
of Israel is a matter of self-preservation for the devil. 

We may not know all the details of how God will work in the future but we do know that 
nothing can overturn God’s glorious plan for Israel and the Jewish people. Christ’s future 
kingdom and glory is tied in with the miraculous preservation of the Jews as a distinct and 
privileged people of God. Eventually, “And so all Israel shall be saved: as it is written, There shall come 
out of Sion the Deliverer, and shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob: For this is my covenant unto them, when I 
shall take away their sins.” (Rom. 11:26-27)  

The countdown to Armageddon has begun. God will keep His ancient promises that He 
confirmed to Israel as an everlasting covenant (Psa.105: 6-11). 4,000 years of Jewish history that 
God has not forgotten to preserve His chosen people. The Jewish Messiah is coming to rule 
from the throne of David in Jerusalem. The History of the Jews proves that this plan is alive and 
well. God will be vindicated in all His promises. The story of the devil’s attempts to destroy the 
Jews can be summed up as, “Foiled Again!” The Bible reveals the devil will lose…again. But this 
time it will be the last time.  

 
  

 
 


