
THURSDAY 6 AUGUST 2015 

Scripture Reading: 2 Samuel 16; Isaiah 64:7-9 

 GROWING IN GRACE 
 

There were many reasons for David to simply click his fingers and Shimei would have 
been executed. However, David reminded his men, “so let him curse, because the LORD hath 
said unto him, Curse David. Who shall then say, Wherefore hast thou done so? And David said to 
Abishai, and to all his servants, Behold, my son, which came forth of my bowels, seeketh my life: how 
much more now may this Benjamite do it? let him alone, and let him curse; for the LORD hath bidden 
him. It may be that the LORD will look on mine affliction, and that the LORD will requite me good 
for his cursing this day.” (v10b-12) 

In this magnificent response David sees God behind every circumstance both 
good and bad. Yes, he was not guilty of the blood of Saul but he was guilty of shedding 
much innocent blood (Uriah and soldiers who died that day). David is willing to submit 
to God’s providence than take matters into his own hand and defend his personal 
honour. Previously, he had reacted in the flesh over Nabal’s personal insults. David is 
growing better in days of adversity than in days of prosperity. Most of us often do. Very 
few are spiritually enhanced by days of material blessing.  

David already publicly promised that he would submit to any chastisement that 
providence inflicted upon him, “let Him do to me as seemeth good unto Him.” (1 Sam. 15:26b) 
Now here David proves he can walk the talk! For when David reflected that God’s grace 
had forgiven an adulterer and a murderer, he truly was amazed by such amazing grace. A 
few insults and some stones were nothing in comparison to what he had done. There are 
times when silence and submission are your best responses. This is not easy but requires 
the armour of faith to overcome such attacks.  

All of us will face problems and betrayals. That is a fact of the Christian life if 
you want to walk in the footsteps of Christ. The only thing that distinguishes us from the 
world is how we respond! We cannot control others actions to us but we can control our 
reaction! Many of us would have responded in anger but if you truly want God to use 
you, then you need a soft heart and a thick skin! There are plenty of Shimeis out there!  

Men like Abishai had not changed through the years. The flesh simply begets the 
flesh. However, the man after God’s own heart is constantly changing to become more 
like Christ. David is pressing on the upward way and gaining new heights every day. Our 
spiritual progress is inextricably linked to how we accept and respond to the divine 
curriculum a sovereign God has designed specifically for each of us. He places the good 
and the bad in our paths so that we can learn and grow from them. Sometimes we do not 
fully understand it but walking by faith is letting God shape and mould you until you are 
His masterpiece. We are merely the clay, not the potter. That’s the secret to life. David 
learned this lesson well.  

 

HYMN: HGG 547 Have Thine Own Way, Lord 
PRAYER: Mould Us In Your Will  


