
WEDNESDAY 5 AUGUST 2015 

Scripture Reading: 2 Samuel 16; Proverbs 13:3 

 SLANDER: THE DEVIL’S POISON 
 

Like Saul, his relative Shimei misuses God’s name and misinterprets providence. Shimei 
is rubbing David’s face in the mud by the reference to Absalom. No doubt this dig hurt 
deeply especially as Saul’s sons were loyal to the death to their father.  

There is an old expression “Sticks and stones will break my bones but words will 
never harm me.” Although this is repeated around the world as sometime of 
fundamental truth it is clearly nonsense! No one likes to be slandered. One of the devil’s 
most potent weapons is to slander the Christian (Rev. 12:10). The English word “devil” 
means, “slander.” Satan has declared war on every child of God. He even dared hurl 
abuse at the Lord Jesus Christ as He hung on the Cross. When a person like Shimei 
slanders a believer, he is acting like the devils. He is mirroring the character of Satan. 
Someone has called slander “the devil’s poison.” 

Throughout the Bible we are repeatedly warned how much God hates slander 
against His people. God makes clear, “Whoso privily slandereth his neighbour, him will I cut off: 
him that hath an high look and a proud heart will not I suffer.” (Psa. 101:5) Yet, even professing 
Christians dare to indulge in such behaviour that is listed with the vilest of sins. This 
reality should lead us to avoid slander or even listening to the words of slanderers. Often 
such people come to you under the guise of “deep concern for another brother.” It 
should also lead us to pray for and pity the slanderer as he is in the greatest need of 
God’s grace. For the one who is hurt the most by slander is the one doing the slandering. 
Don’t swap slander for slander or insult for insult. Be like Christ and follow in His 
footsteps, “Who, when He was reviled, reviled not again; when He suffered, He threatened not; but 
committed Himself to Him that judgeth righteously.” (1 Peter 2:23) The Puritan Thomas Fuller 
wrote, “If I speak what is false, I must answer for it; if truth, it will answer for me.”  

The first people to react to the slanders of Shimei were David’s family members, 
“Then said Abishai the son of Zeruiah unto the king, Why should this dead dog curse my lord the king? 
let me go over, I pray thee, and take off his head.”(v9) Abishai was David’s nephew and he 
certainly took the insult personally. This was no idle threat. The sons of Zeruiah had 
proven more than capable of ruthless efficiency in violence. It would have been very easy 
for David to let Abishai have his way. He could even have justified it to himself that it 
wasn’t his idea and God’s Word forbid the public insulting of a king. However, David’s 
response here is one of the most magnificent examples of meekness in the Scripture, 
“And the king said, What have I to do with you, ye sons of Zeruiah? so let him curse, because the 
LORD hath said unto him, Curse David. Who shall then say, Wherefore hast thou done so?” (v10) 

 

HYMN: HGG 404 A Rock That Stands Forever 
PRAYER: Keep Us From Slander and Slanderers  


