
TUESDAY 4 AUGUST 2015 

Scripture Reading: 2 Samuel 16; 1 Peter 5:8 

 ROARING OF THE DEVIL 
 

David now faces the devil coming as a roaring lion to devour him in the person of 
Shimei. This bitter and twisted man has no problem in publicly slandering the king of 
Israel. Never expect the devil’s crowd to respect God’s ordained leadership. Lucifer 
refused to respect the rule of God in heaven so we shouldn’t be surprised if his disciples 
act the same way on earth towards God’s people.  

Shimei has no shame in invoking the name of Jehovah two times to make his 
attack more credible, “And thus said Shimei when he cursed, Come out, come out, thou bloody man, 
and thou man of Belial: The LORD hath returned upon thee all the blood of the house of Saul, in 
whose stead thou hast reigned; and the LORD hath delivered the kingdom into the hand of Absalom thy 
son: and, behold, thou art taken in thy mischief, because thou art a bloody man.” (v7-8) Shimei’s 
infamous ancestor, King Saul often misused the name of the Lord as a means to make 
his wicked words and deeds more persuasive to others. Shimei tells four lies in this 
torrent of abuse, 

(1) The Lord has repaid David for shedding the blood of Saul’s family, “The LORD hath 
returned upon thee all the blood of the house of Saul.” However, it was the Philistines who killed 
Saul. It was David who refused to attack Saul on repeated occasions and even had shown 
kindness to the descendants of Saul like Mephibosheth. 

(2) He lied that David had stolen Saul’s throne, “in whose stead thou hast reigned.” However, 
it was God who took the throne from Saul and it was God who instructed Samuel to 
anoint David as His choice to replace Saul. It was God who removed Saul and God who 
moved the hearts of Israel to invite David to take the throne.  

(3) The third lie was “the LORD hath delivered the kingdom into the hand of Absalom thy son.” 
The Lord had not directed Absalom to do this. Absalom was defying God’s order in 
seizing the throne by deceit and then trying to murder his father.  

(4) The final lie was that David’s loss of the throne and attempt on his life was because 
he had a murderous character, “behold, thou art taken in thy mischief, because thou art a bloody 
man.” Although David had murdered Uriah, he had repented and been forgiven by the 
Lord. This murder was unusual because it was not a part of David’s consistent way of 
life. Many times in his life, David had refused to take part in acts of murder. It was a lie 
to argue that he was a “bloody man.” Indeed, David problems with Absalom stemmed 
from the fact that he was too passive and not strict enough to deal with his rebellious 
son. If anything, David as king of Israel needed to shed more blood by invoking a capital 
sentence on an unrepentant murderer like Absalom.  

 

 

HYMN: HGG 404 A Rock That Stands Forever 
PRAYER: Make Us People of Truth  


