
MONDAY 31 AUGUST 2015 

Scripture Reading: 2 Samuel 18; 1 Corinthians 13:5 

THE DESTROYER DESTROYED 
 

Absalom had just a short time to live. But as long as he will not repent there is no hope 
for him. The Bible makes clear that as long as you refuse to admit you’ve done anything 
wrong, you can never be forgiven. 

Joab would see that Absalom’s time was up. The next event quickly follows, 
“Then said Joab, I may not tarry thus with thee. And he took three darts in his hand, and thrust them 
through the heart of Absalom, while he was yet alive in the midst of the oak. And ten young men that 
bare Joab's armour compassed about and smote Absalom, and slew him.” (v14-15) This is a 
deliberate cold-blooded murder of his cousin by Joab. Absalom was defenceless. The 
three darts were likely intended to seriously wound Absalom and let him experience great 
terror and pain before he died. This is a terrible way to die. But that was the whole point 
of Joab’s action.  

We forget that it was Joab who had orchestrated the immoral amnesty for 
Absalom and brought him back to Jerusalem. It was Joab who then obtained greater 
freedom for Absalom and brought him into the king’s court when he was banished. 
Absalom had hit Joab in his pocket by burning his crops and seemingly never 
apologizing or offering compensation. Despite this assistance from Joab, Absalom had 
gone behind his back and organised a coup against David and Joab. To add insult to 
injury, Absalom had appointed another general over the nation’s army instead of Joab. 
Outside of David, Joab was the one that Absalom owed the most to in Israel.  

David may have been a man who forgives and forgets too easily. But Joab was 
not such an individual. He bought into the adage that “revenge is a dish best eaten cold.” 
Absalom’s death sentence was sealed from the moment that Joab was forced to flee his 
position in Jerusalem with David. Joab was not a man that you could take advantage of 
twice and get away with it! Another of Joab’s cousin’s later warned, “Say not, I will do so to 
him as he hath done to me: I will render to the man according to his work.” (Prov. 24:29) Such 
words of wisdom had no place in the thoughts of Joab. 

You cannot go through life hitting back at all those who hit you. Our theology 
will determine our character and thereby our conduct. How we react when a golden 
opportunity for revenge presents itself truly defines the nature of our heart. If you live by 
sight and not by faith, you will never see God’s Hand in it. Joab should not have allowed 
his emotions to overrule his God-ordained duty to respect and honour the king’s 
commandment concerning Absalom. David had greatly honoured Joab by placing him in 
a position of power and influence. But with great privilege and power comes great 
accountability. Great privileges and opportunities can be wasted if they are not coupled 
with godly character. Men like Joab, Saul, and Samson are prominent examples of this. 

 

HYMN: HGG 132 What Sacred Fountain Yonder Springs   
PRAYER: Keep Us From the Spirit of Joab 


