
FRIDAY 28 AUGUST 2015 

Scripture Reading: 2 Samuel 18; Romans 13 

SUBMITTING TO A SOVEREIGN GOD 
 

Loving people is a risky business. You will be let down and betrayed by your nearest and 
dearest. David could bear testimony to that fact. The nation that he served so selflessly 
for over 30 years turned their backs on him and embraced a playboy self-centred prince. 
Now the greatest blow of all is about to strike the heart of David.  

 Hanging between earth and heaven, the Lord graciously gives the rebel son a last 
chance to repent of his wickedness. Tragically there is no indication that Absalom cried 
out like the dying thief. The end quickly comes, “And a certain man saw it, and told Joab, and 
said, Behold, I saw Absalom hanged in an oak.” (v10) It is no coincidence that this “certain 
man” went to Joab. Absalom will discover that Joab is no David in indulging a rebel like 
him. However, providence is overruling this situation for the ultimate purpose of God – 
the destruction of this rebel. For is the apostate Absalom who despised grace was 
permitted to live, whether banished or imprisoned, he would be a constant thorn in the 
flesh of the nation and David.  

 Joab accused the man of failing to seize the opportunity, “And Joab said unto the 
man that told him, And, behold, thou sawest him, and why didst thou not smite him there to the 
ground? and I would have given thee ten shekels of silver, and a girdle.” (v11) This man is no fool. 
He knew that the ruthless Joab would then have used him for a scapegoat for killing 
Absalom when confronted on the matter by David, “And the man said unto Joab, Though I 
should receive a thousand shekels of silver in mine hand, yet would I not put forth mine hand against the 
king's son: for in our hearing the king charged thee and Abishai and Ittai, saying, Beware that none 
touch the young man Absalom. Otherwise I should have wrought falsehood against mine own life: for 
there is no matter hid from the king, and thou thyself wouldest have set thyself against me.” (v12-13) 

The refusal of this man and the manner in which he articulated it should have 
been a providential reminder to Joab not to take the law of the land into his own hand. 
David was the God-ordained authority to deal with Absalom and he had made clear what 
was the process to be used in handling Absalom. Joab was not required to agree with this 
decision but he was required to submit to it. The Lord was granting to the ruthless Joab 
an opportunity to reflect on his hasty words and restrain his hand. For if Joab truly 
believed that God was the sovereign Ruler over all men then he could leave Him to deal 
with Absalom in His way and in His time. The Lord has a million ways to handle 
Absalom and execute justice on him without Joab’s help. While it was true that Absalom 
deserved to die, the timing and method of his execution was not Joab’s responsibility! 
However, Joab had no respect for God or David. He would demonstrate this in his next 
public action. 

 

HYMN: HGG 61 This Is My Father’s World   
PRAYER: May We Submit All To Thy Sovereign Rule 


