
THURSDAY 27 AUGUST 2015 

Scripture Reading: 2 Samuel 18; 1 Corinthians 1:27 

GOD OF THE SMALL THINGS 
 

David’s forces were outnumbered by the armies of Absalom so the choice of location of 
the clash was critical, “So the people went out into the field against Israel: and the battle was in the 
wood of Ephraim” (v6) The forest of Ephraim favoured the smaller but more experienced 
army.  

The Lord enabled David’s forces to rout the larger foe, “Where the people of Israel 
were slain before the servants of David, and there was there a great slaughter that day of twenty thousand 
men.” (v7) 20,000 men died because David refused to discipline Absalom! It would be a 
painful indulgence. If we won’t discipline our Absaloms, expect God to deal with them 
in a worse way. When family members, church leaders or church members are not 
properly dealt with for their sin, then you can expect them to cause more problems later. 
That is the principle of reaping and sowing! 

Providence assisted David’s smaller force, “For the battle was there scattered over the 
face of all the country: and the wood devoured more people that day than the sword devoured.” (v8) 
There may have been pits or swamps there that they fell into or wild beasts. Also David’s 
men would have been used to the Robin Hood type life in the forests. They could pick 
off the inexperienced Absalom and his men. This civil war was an unmitigated disaster 
for the rebellious prince. But it was about to get much worse. Absalom had less than a 
few hours to live.  

Deserted by his loyal troops, Absalom flees for his life. If it wasn’t so tragic the 
next incident would be amusing, “And Absalom met the servants of David. And Absalom rode 
upon a mule, and the mule went under the thick boughs of a great oak, and his head caught hold of the 
oak, and he was taken up between the heaven and the earth; and the mule that was under him went 
away.” (v9) Absalom was so proud of his public image and, particularly, of his long 
flowing locks. In 2 Samuel 14 we read that he was so vain of his hair that he only had a 
yearly haircut. However, the thing that he was so concerning proved to be the instrument 
of his destruction. We must not see this as a coincidence! Absalom’s cup of iniquity is 
full and now abandoned by God’s grace, he must be judged. The writer Trapp summed it 
up well when he wrote, “So he hung between heaven and earth, as rejected of both.” 

It must be observed that the Lord didn’t need an army or even a sword to stop 
Absalom. All that took was a branch of a tree. God only needed a little stone slung by a 
shepherd boy to fell a giant like Goliath and some worms to deal with Herod. A little 
virus you cannot even see the Lord can take anyone out of this world in a matter of 
hours. We should never make the mistake or judging God by our standards. In the battle 
at the end of the Millennium God will simply rain fire from heaven to destroy the devil 
and his army (Rev. 20:9) 

 

HYMN: HGG 486 O Master, Let Me Walk with Thee  
PRAYER: Give Us Faith to Trust in Your Power 


