
WEDNESDAY 26 AUGUST 2015 

Scripture Reading: 2 Samuel 18; Ephesians 5:27 

UNWISE WORDS 
 

David is not a young man now. But likely he could still fight and his sheer presence 
would inspire his men in normal circumstances. He had never lost a battle in over 30 
years as king and in the years before he came  

I suspect that Joab and the others knew that David’s heart would not be in the 
war and he would, therefore, prove a liability. Hence the polite refusal, “But the people 
answered, Thou shalt not go forth: for if we flee away, they will not care for us; neither if half of us die, 
will they care for us: but now thou art worth ten thousand of us: therefore now it is better that thou 
succour us out of the city.” (v3) They had never refused him coming before on the grounds 
of his value! 

David accepted their decision, “And the king said unto them, What seemeth you best I 
will do.” (v4a) Doubtless, David didn’t want to fight his son so this was not a difficult 
thing for him to accept. His next words pleading for the life if Absalom reveals the deep 
inner turmoil in his heart. David wasn’t thinking biblically or wisely when it came to any 
matters linked to his favourite son.  

David then proceeded to give his final words before they left for battle, “And the 
king commanded Joab and Abishai and Ittai, saying, Deal gently for my sake with the young man, even 
with Absalom. And all the people heard when the king gave all the captains charge concerning 
Absalom.” (v5) It is interesting to observe that David fully expects to win. There is no 
hint of any alternative, as if Absalom would not fall into their hands. The problem was 
that David did not want to fight Absalom but he also did not want anyone else to fight 
him also! David is still battling with his heart and his head over his son. He knows that 
this rebel needs to be disciplined for his murder, treason and adultery but he still doesn’t 
want to do it! 

We can understand a father’s concern for his son but there can be no gentleness 
when it comes to dealing with sin. Spurgeon summed up the tension well, “Our children 
may plunge into the worst of sins, but they are our children still. They may scoff at our 
God; they may tear our heart to pieces with their wickedness; we cannot take 
complacency in them, but at the same time we cannot unchild them, nor erase their 
image from our hearts.” 

It must have been disheartening for David’s men to hear him say these words 
about the man that was trying to kill them all! These men were heading out to put their 
lives at risk against their fellow Israelites and the only thing their king could say to them 
at such a moment was words to command them to take care of the rebel who had caused 
the civil war. This action of David’s was a very selfish one - it undermined his credibility 
as a shepherd of his people! 

 

HYMN: HGG 168 The Victor  
PRAYER: Help Us To Be Godly Fathers 


