
TUESDAY 25 AUGUST 2015 

Scripture Reading: 2 Samuel 18; Psalm 27 

HANGING IN GOD’S HAND 
 

David is on the run for his life – everything going full circle from the days of Saul. 
However, just as David found in his fugitive years – your life may hang by a thread but 
this thread is unbreakable as if it was 1,000 steel chains when the thread is in God’s 
Hand! From the world’s perspective it seemed that David is finished. We must never 
forget God may take us from our throne of power as God has not lost His throne!  

The Lord never gave up on David in the good days and the bad ones. There were 
times that David failed the Lord but the Lord never failed him. Perhaps David was 
thinking about this whole scene years later when he wrote in Psalm 27, 

The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? the LORD is 
the strength of my life; of whom shall I be afraid? When the wicked, even 
mine enemies and my foes, came upon me to eat up my flesh, they 
stumbled and fell. (Psa. 27:1-2) 

When my father and my mother forsake me, then the LORD will take me 
up. (Psa. 27:10) 

The scene is now set for the great battle between the forces of David and the forces of 
Absalom. This is how Hushai (and ultimately the Lord) had purposed. 

At the start of the rebellion “all Israel” (15:13) and all the elders (17:4) were with 
Absalom. We only read of 600 men with David in 15:18. Clearly David had a 
considerable number of people loyal to him now as we read, “And David numbered the 
people that were with him, and set captains of thousands, and captains of hundreds over them.” (v1) 
Doubtless, many had become disaffected with Absalom as his true character unfolded. 
There is often people initially taken in by the Absaloms of this world but begin to see 
through him over time. The old saying of Abraham Lincoln is true that, “You can fool all 
the people some of the time, and some of the people all the time, but you cannot fool all 
the people all the time.” 

One thing you could never accuse David of was cowardice, “And David 
sent forth a third part of the people under the hand of 
Joab, and a third part under the hand of Abishai the son 
of Zeruiah, Joab's brother, and a third part under the hand 
of Ittai the Gittite. And the king said unto the people, I will 
surely go forth with you myself also.” (v2) He was no Saul! Even 
when he was an old man with a broken heart who had no desire to war with Absalom he 
was still willing to lead from the front. All leaders must be like this – Christ and the 
apostles always took the gospel first! 

 

HYMN: HGG 356 I Love Him 
PRAYER: Help Us To Trust  


