
SATURDAY 22 AUGUST 2015 

Scripture Reading: 2 Samuel 17; John 15:13 

A GIVING SPIRIT 
 

A British publication once offered a prize for the best definition of a friend. The winning 
definition read: “A friend is the one who comes in when the whole world has gone out.” 
There is a similar old maxim that a friend in need is a friend indeed, which means that in 
adversity a true friend will prove that he or she is so. Prosperity always brings many 
friends but adversity always separates the wheat from the chaff.  

God is going to raise up true friends for David in this moment of crisis for him. 
Some of these friends will show unconditional kindness to him. Their names are 
surprising. We read, “And it came to pass, when David was come to Mahanaim, that Shobi the son 
of Nahash of Rabbah of the children of Ammon, and Machir the son of Ammiel of Lodebar, and 
Barzillai the Gileadite of Rogelim, Brought beds, and basons, and earthen vessels, and wheat, and 
barley, and flour, and parched corn, and beans, and lentiles, and parched pulse, And honey, and butter, 
and sheep, and cheese of kine, for David, and for the people that were with him, to eat: for they said, The 
people is hungry, and weary, and thirsty, in the wilderness. (v27-29) 

 In David’s dark valley here and vulnerability, the Lord reaches out to him 
repeatedly in grace. We see this all over the Old Testament. For once again, we see men 
you would not expect raised up by God to be a blessing to David in a crisis: 

(1) SHOBI of Ammonites (David’s enemy Hanun’s brother who he went to war 
with) – clearly he now recognised David’s good intentions before. 

(2)  MACHIR of Lodebar (wilderness) –This was the family that had Mephibosheth 
in 2 Samuel 9. They had witnessed David’s deeds of incredible kindness to 
Mephibosheth 

(3) BARZILLAI the Gileadite – This man was now 80 years old and retired but he 
still cared enough to show.  

These men didn’t just throw David a few crumbs from their tables but gave him and his 
men of the finest of their food. David is also reaping what he sowed in a right way – he 
showed grace to the weak and the vulnerable like Mephibosheth and to the sorrowing 
family of Nahash and now God raised up many to help him.  

The missionary, Mary Slessor famously observed, “You can give without loving, 
but you cannot love without giving.” It is worth noting that these men do not say “I will 
pray for you” or quote some trite little memory verse to David. There is nothing wrong 
with that but it means nothing if it is not accompanied by practical deeds of kindness 
when they could help. James stated that faith without works is dead! Their generosity is 
patterned after God who is a giving God. This was ultimately expressed on Calvary, “for 
God so loved the world that He GAVE…” 
 

 

HYMN: HGG 510 He Giveth More Grace 
PRAYER: Make Us True Friends  


