
FRIDAY 21 AUGUST 2015 

Scripture Reading: 2 Samuel 17; Ephesians 4:29 

ROOT OF BITTERNESS 
 

Hushai’s counsel triumphed over Ahithophel. This prompts the suicide of this foolish 
man, “And when Ahithophel saw that his counsel was not followed, he saddled his ass, and arose, and 
gat him home to his house, to his city, and put his household in order, and hanged himself, and died, and 
was buried in the sepulchre of his father.” (v23) Ahithophel was disturbed because: 

(1) FEAR - He knew David would likely now triumph – he always has in adversity. 
This would mean that Ahithophel would be accountable for his treachery. The 
good days were almost over. 

(2) PRIDE – Absalom was proud of his looks and his position but Ahithophel was 
proud of his wisdom and reputation. Previously he had been regarded as the 
oracle of God (16:23), but now he has been rejected by both Absalom and all the 
leaders of the nation (v14). 

Ahithophel had a great mind but no grace. He was the Judas of the OT and he ended his 
life the same way. Ahithophel’s death proves the futility of fighting against God. David’s 
prayer, “O LORD, I pray thee, turn the counsel of Ahithophel into foolishness” (15:31) has been 
abundantly answered. Ahithophel showed a sound mind in prudently putting his affairs 
in order but a foolish one in then taking his life. Spurgeon notes, “Herein is a strange 
mixture of discretion and desperation, mind and madness. Shall a man have wisdom 
enough to arrange his worldly affairs with care, and yet shall he be so hapless as to take 
his own life afterwards?”  

Ahithophel’s bitterness consumed him right to the very end. He never lived to 
see his great grandson, Solomon take the throne. The root of bitterness took root in his 
soul and ultimately destroyed him. The Scriptures warn, “Looking diligently lest any man fail 
of the grace of God; lest any root of bitterness springing up trouble you, and thereby many be defiled.” 
(Heb 12:15) Warren Wiersbe points out, 

An unforgiving spirit is the devil’s playground (cp Eph. 4:29, 2 Cor 2:11) and 
before long it becomes the Christian’s battleground…We should be 
tenderhearted and kind, but instead we are hardhearted and bitter. Actually, we 
are not hurting the person who hurt us; we are only hurting ourselves. Bitterness 
in the heart makes us treat others the way Satan treats them, when we should 
treat others the way God has treated us. In His gracious kindness, God has 
forgiven us, and we should forgive others. We do not forgive for our sake 
(though we do get a blessing from it) or even for their sake, but for Jesus’ sake. 
Learning how to forgive and forget is one of the secrets of a happy Christian life. 

Ahithophel was a fool – he put his house in order but not his soul! There are 
thousands like him today. You can be very bright intellectually and a very shrewd person 
in the political and business world but ultimately a fool.  

HYMN: HGG 474 O Tell Me More 
PRAYER: Keep Us From Bitterness  


