
THURSDAY 20 AUGUST 2015 

Scripture Reading: 2 Samuel 17; Proverbs 12:22 

DOES THE END JUSTIFY THE MEANS? 
 

Hushai’s counsel is both brave and very clever. Although he emphasizes that his aim is 
also to kill David, the advice accomplished two critical things: 

(1) Gives David time to escape and regroup. This is important as Absalom has 
the walled cities and an organised army with its weaponry. David needs time 
to assess his men, organize them, arm and drill them, and plan his war 
strategies.  

(2) Puts the inexperienced and proud Absalom in charge of his troops in a 
confrontation. There is no evidence that Absalom had ever even been to a 
battle let alone led men. David was a king that always led from the front in 
the wars of Israel. 

One of the reasons that Absalom is so drawn to Hushai’s advice is, doubtless, the picture 
of him as the handsome king leading a large army into victory in battle. The mistake that 
Ahithophel made was to diminish the person of Absalom in his advice and exalting of 
himself by using “I” in all of his advice. Giving others glory was not part of the make up 
of Absalom.  

 The problem with a capricious playboy like Absalom is that he can blow with the 
wind. When the dust settles, he may start to fear the thought of facing his father in a real 
battle. Hushai knows that if Absalom reverts to Ahithophel’s plan then David would be 
in an extremely vulnerable position. So Hushai took no chances and sent word to David 
to prepare his men in case it really happened, “Then said Hushai unto Zadok and to Abiathar 
the priests, Thus and thus did Ahithophel counsel Absalom and the elders of Israel; and thus and thus 
have I counselled. Now therefore send quickly, and tell David, saying, Lodge not this night in the plains 
of the wilderness, but speedily pass over; lest the king be swallowed up, and all the people that are with 
him.” (v15-16) 

 This plan doesn’t go completely without incident. We read that “Nevertheless a lad 
saw them, and told Absalom..” (v18a) The devil always has his people, who are out to 
undermine the people of God. When these spies of David were hid by a woman, we 
read, “And when Absalom's servants came to the woman to the house, they said, Where is Ahimaaz 
and Jonathan? And the woman said unto them, They be gone over the brook of water. And when they 
had sought and could not find them, they returned to Jerusalem.” (v20) This is admittedly a very 
delicate and extraordinary situation. Many people, even professing Christians, may argue 
that all is fair in love and war or the end justifies the means. However, no lie is justifiable 
no matter what the circumstances. God is truth so any lie is an attack on His character. 
Like Rahab, this woman was not justified in her lies. A person may have the right motive 
but he or she must also have the right method.  

 

HYMN: HGG 392 The Solid Rock 
PRAYER: Help Us To Live By the Truth  


