
WEDNESDAY 19 AUGUST 2015 

Scripture Reading: 2 Samuel 17; Genesis 50:20-21 

GOD RULING OVER EVEN WICKED MEN 
 

Absalom was now trapped by his own pride. He is immediately is drawn to Hushai’s 
picture of him leading all Israel, “And Absalom and all the men of Israel said, The counsel of 
Hushai the Archite is better than the counsel of Ahithophel.” (v14a) The deceiver is deceived! 
Absalom may have had the smartest man in Israel on his side, but David’s prayer was 
mightier than a 1000 Ahithophels! 

This was no coincidence, “For the LORD had appointed to defeat the good counsel of 
Ahithophel, to the intent that the LORD might bring evil upon Absalom.” (v14b) When we cite 
Romans 8:28 and that “God is for us” we need to remember that this is one of the many 
ways the Lord can accomplish His purposes and deliver His people. This is an Old 
Testament illustration of this profound New Testament truth. If it does not answer every 
question, at least it provides the only possible basis for understanding our circumstances.  

No man is truly free in the absolute sense – He can only go as far as God 
permits. This is true for even the most powerful, “The king’s heart is in the hand of the 
LORD, as the rivers of water: He turneth it whithersoever He will.” (Prov. 21:1) God’s sovereign 
and mysterious decrees in working through the motives and actions of evil men for His 
ultimate purpose are truly amazing. Not a single event occurs outside of His providential 
rule. In the words of R.C. Sproul, “God doesn’t roll dice.” If we look with the eyes of 
faith in all the events of our lives, we can see God’s fingerprints everywhere. 

The Bible repeatedly declares that God is the ultimate governor of the universe, 
“who worketh all things after the counsel of his own will” (Eph. 1:11). No person or circumstance 
could thwart the sovereign plan of God for David. Behind the wicked plots of Ahithopel 
and Absalom stood the Lord God who had orchestrated the entire affair in order to 
bring about the Lord’s desired end for David’s life. John Calvin put it well, “Indeed, the 
principal purpose of Biblical history is to teach that the Lord watches over the ways of 
the saints with such great diligence that they do not even stumble over a stone (Psa. 
91:12)” 

Sometimes it may take years or even in eternity before we understand all the 
workings of God in our lives. Trusting in God’s sovereign wise providence does not 
mean you will understand always what God is doing, but it does mean that you trust that 
God is doing something. The way providence works in our lives may be very different 
from how we think or expect. Doubtless, David never guessed or desired that his 
greatest foes would be his favourite son or his closest friend and counselor. But that is 
why God is sovereign and we are not. 

 

HYMN: HGG 615 A Sovereign Protector I Have 
PRAYER: Thank You for Doctrine of Providence  


