
TUESDAY 18 AUGUST 2015 

Scripture Reading: 2 Samuel 17; Romans 12:3 

TRAPPED BY HIS OWN PRIDE 
 

Ahithophel offered Absalom the easy way out of the problem by suggesting that he 
would take the army and hunt down David. This would allow the cowardly Absalom to 
avoid any killing. Absalom is not known for his warrior abilities. Even when he 
murdered Amnon and burned Joab’s crops he gets others to do it for him. I suspect 
Ahithophel recognised this flaw in the playboy prince’s character and played on it. 

Hushai begins his counsel by exaggerating David’s abilities based on his past 
prowess as a warrior, “And he also that is valiant, whose heart is as the heart of a lion, shall utterly 
melt: for all Israel knoweth that thy father is a mighty man, and they which be with him are valiant 
men.” (10) No doubt Hushai was aware that the one thing that Absalom feared more than 
a battle was being unpopular.  

A good testimony is far more important than being popular with the world, “That 
ye may be blameless and harmless, the sons of God, without rebuke, in the midst of a crooked and 
perverse nation, among whom ye shine as lights in the world.” (Philp. 2:15) The Apostle Paul was 
far more popular in the world when he was the Christ-rejecting Saul of Tarsus than when 
he became the Apostle Paul. He recognised that to be a servant of Christ meant being 
unpopular, “For do I now persuade men, or God? or do I seek to please men? for if I yet pleased men, 
I should not be the servant of Christ.” (Gal. 1:10) 

The affections of the masses come and go as witnessed by the latest movie, pop 
or sports star. When we seek our validation and self-worth from the opinions of other 
people, we are on the wrong path in life. Indeed, we are constructing an idol of self. 
Rather we should let God define the value of our lives by relating our thoughts and 
actions to His revealed will. This is a hard struggle for us as the flesh craves attention and 
popularity. From young a child us taught to see to please others by adjusting his or her 
behaviour.  

Absalom was a man who was consumed with self. Hushai now snares him by 
appealing to his vanity by picturing the handsome prince leading a great unified army to 
war with the next suggestion, “Therefore I counsel that all Israel be generally gathered unto thee, 
from Dan even to Beersheba, as the sand that is by the sea for multitude; and that thou go to battle in 
thine own person. So shall we come upon him in some place where he shall be found, and we will light 
upon him as the dew falleth on the ground: and of him and of all the men that are with him there shall 
not be left so much as one. Moreover, if he be gotten into a city, then shall all Israel bring ropes to that 
city, and we will draw it into the river, until there be not one small stone found there.” (v11-13) Satan 
often oversteps the mark by the character of his followers – Absalom was a proud son of 
hell. Like the devil, his pride would be his downfall.  

 

HYMN: HGG 454 Sun of My Soul 
PRAYER: May We Seek Worth in Thy Will  


