
SATURDAY 15 AUGUST 2015 

Scripture Reading: 2 Samuel 17; Isaiah 40:23 

 GOD IN CONTROL 
 

Naturally, the godless Absalom is not interested in God’s opinion. But Absalom is 
sovereignly directed to seek a second opinion before action is taken, “Then said Absalom, 
Call now Hushai the Archite also, and let us hear likewise what he saith.” (v5) The Lord is 
sovereign over not just the righteous but also the wicked. Even the devil is under the 
sovereign rule of God. That’s why Martin Luther called Satan “God’s devil.” Our God 
reigns over all – past, present, and future. All things (yes everything, even Satan and 
Absalom) serve God’s holy purposes. From everlasting to everlasting, God rules over all 
things.  

This means that any evil and suffering that befall us but first be decreed and 
approved by God for the ultimate good. We see this clearly set out in the first chapter of 
the Book of Job. Satan couldn’t touch a hair of Job’s head without God’s permission. 
This should bring hope and comfort to every child of God. The Lord doesn’t always 
reveal to us what is that ultimate good He permits the devil and the devil’s disciples to 
assail us. We have to trust this based on faith rather than simply feelings. We must trust 
that the hedge of His sovereign love surrounds every child of God no matter what our 
circumstances or feelings suggest to the contrary. Someone once said, “Faith’s most 
severe tests come not when we see nothing, but when we see a stunning array of 
evidence that seems to prove our faith vain.” 

Hushai knows that Ahithophel has a big reputation and a long track record in 
success in counsel. There is a presumption in his favour that Hushai has to overcome. So 
if Hushai dismisses him as a fool it will not be credible. So, when Hushai is asked to 
comment on the advice of Ahithophel he prefaces his advice, “The counsel that Ahithophel 
hath given is not good at this time.” (v7b) This expression “at this time” was a very subtle 
putdown by Hushai, as in doing so he acknowledged implicitly that Ahithophel had a 
long and distinguished reputation for wisdom. It cleverly removed any appearance of 
personal prejudice such as professional jealousy.  

Then Hushai goes on to say, “For, said Hushai, thou knowest thy father and his men, 
that they be mighty men, and they be chafed in their minds, as a bear robbed of her whelps in the field: 
and thy father is a man of war, and will not lodge with the people.” (v8) Hushai cleverly counters 
the greatly weakened image of David as “weary and weak handed” (v2) painted by 
Ahithophel. He does this by exaggerating the abilities and power of David and his 
followers by using vivid metaphors to illustrate this embellishment. However, Hushai is 
referring to the David of the past, not the David of the present. Hushai has begun to sow 
seeds of doubt in the cowardly and self-centred Absalom about the dangers ahead. He 
knows that Absalom is only interested in Absalom so anything that endangers that goal 
will shake the rebellious prince. His next words will particularly target this fundamental 
flaw in Absalom’s character. 

HYMN: HGG 615 A Sovereign Protector I Have 
PRAYER: We Worship Our Sovereign God  


