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Scripture Reading: 2 Samuel 17; Genesis 6 

 EVIL CONTINUALLY 
 

Ahithophel’s advice in v1-3 is very shrewd from a human perspective. He advocates 
isolating David when he is weak and vulnerable to destroy him. We must not forget that 
David had been living a royal life of comfort for many years, and has come through 
recent illness, and was now in his 60s. So there will never be a better time to kill David.  

With David dead, Ahithophel knew that the kingdom would be assured for 
Absalom, as there will never be a rival alternative for defectors to rally behind. It also had 
the advantage of preventing a prolonged civil war, as Ahithophel knew people would tire 
of the bloodshed and cost over time. I suspect the cunning Ahithophel also discerned, 

(1) People will lose the infatuation with Absalom, as the reality of his real self-
centred character will unfold over time. As disillusionment with Absalom would 
set in, many would compare his selfishness with the generosity and courage of 
David.  

(2) David would regroup in time and regain old fugitive instincts. He was not born 
with a silver spoon in his mouth and could readjust. David was proven and 
experienced in protracted struggles in harsh circumstances (unlike the pampered 
Absalom). David’s ability to survive and even run successful guerilla campaigns 
against Absalom’s forces would likely inspire David’s supporters to grow in 
confidence and demoralize the followers of Absalom.   

This second piece of advice of Ahithophel is even more wicked than the first. His 
thoughts are like the people in Genesis 6:5 – evil continually. Yet, Absalom isn’t the least 
bit appalled about the morality of it, “And the saying pleased Absalom well, and all the elders of 
Israel.” (v4) It’s amazing how hard Absalom’s heart was toward his aged father. This 
rebellious son has now a reprobate mind with a seared conscience. There is no sin that 
he is not low enough to commit. God will only do one thing to a person as far into evil 
as that – destroy him.  

Murdering his father is no problem to the wicked Absalom and his followers – 
who had done nothing but good to them. We cannot help but contrast this with David’s 
attitude to Saul by repeatedly honouring him as “the Lord’s anointed,” who had done 
David great harm. It is even more tragic to think that Absalom had grown up in the 
house of one of the godliest men in the Bible and the leader in worship as the Sweet 
Psalmist of Israel. It reveals that we must never presume that spirituality passes through 
the DNA. It must be noted that the advice pleased, “all the elders of Israel.” This is another 
demonstration that age does not convey automatically spiritual wisdom. It also reveals 
once again that public opinion is very fickle. That is why it is so foolish to be a people 
pleaser! 

 

HYMN: HGG 613 More Secure Is No One Ever 
PRAYER: Give Us Humility  


