
THURSDAY 13 AUGUST 2015 

Scripture Reading: 2 Samuel 17; Proverbs 8:13, 18:12 

 PRIDE GOES BEFORE A FALL 
 

David had experienced betrayal before with the Ziphites but this one was so painful 
because it was one of his closest friends and one of his own sons. God allows such 
betrayals for a reason. Let me suggest some: 

(1) Keep us humble 
(2) Prove us 
(3) Make us dependent on Him and not man 
(4) Chastise us 

David is a wise strategist. Trusting God doesn’t mean we abandon our responsibilities to 
use the wisdom He has given us. So David prudently placed Hushai in the midst of 
Absalom’s camp and organized an espionage support team. We cannot say that this is 
wrong per se. After all God sent the 12 spies into Canaan. Where it is wrong is when we 
engage in lies or half-truths in this. 

David also prayed against Ahithophel. You must do this first and then do what 
you can within the boundaries of Scripture to oppose but then leave the consequences to 
God. Ahithophel is a dangerous man for David. He has been very close to David for 
many years so he knows how David thinks and acts instinctively. 2 Samuel 16:23 reveals 
that Ahithophel counsel was very wise “as if a man had inquired at the oracle of God.” That 
doesn’t mean that he was a spiritual man but it means that he had great foresight as to 
the future and how to deal with it from a natural perspective. There are shrewd people 
like this who are naturally wise but, ultimately, make foolish spiritual choices. There have 
been great scientists like Einstein, warriors like Alexander the Great, and politicians like 
Winston Churchill who fall into this category.  

Having seen the seemingly success of his previous advice, Ahithophel seizes the 
opportunity to elevate his position as chief advisor, “Moreover Ahithophel said unto Absalom, 
Let me now choose out twelve thousand men, and I will arise and pursue after David this night: And I 
will come upon him while he is weary and weak handed, and will make him afraid: and all the people 
that are with him shall flee; and I will smite the king only: And I will bring back all the people unto 
thee: the man whom thou seekest is as if all returned: so all the people shall be in peace.” (v1-3) It is 
interesting to note that once again there is no mention of God in Ahithophel’s advice! 
This wise fool had forgotten how many methods of protecting David the Lord had 
already employed. 

Previously, Absalom sought the opinion of Ahithophel but now Ahithophel is 
actively taking the initiative. It’s as if his pride has been greatly inflated by what has just 
occurred. There is no expression of regret for the gross immorality that Absalom has 
engaged in before the whole public. Ahithophel will now learn the Biblical truth, “Pride 
goeth before destruction, and an haughty spirit before a fall.” (Prov. 16:18) 

HYMN: HGG 714 Gentle Jesus, Meek and Mild 
PRAYER: Give Us Humility  


