
TUESDAY 11 AUGUST 2015 

Scripture Reading: 2 Samuel 16; Hosea 8:7 

 BITTER HARVESTS 
 

Ahithophel gave Absalom perverted advice in order to obtain political advantage. We are 
told that Ahithophel was a very clever and shrewd man, “And the counsel of Ahithophel, 
which he counselled in those days, was as if a man had enquired at the oracle of God: so was all the 
counsel of Ahithophel both with David and with Absalom.” (v23) This reveals that clever people 
can give evil advice. Unless our minds and tongues are under the sanctifying power of 
the Holy Spirit they can do incredible damage. Ahithophel didn’t care what the effect this 
would have on these women to be abused like this. His bitterness consumed him. 
Doubtless, he took a perverted pleasure in seeing David’s other spouses violated in the 
same way that David violated his granddaughter Bathsheba. 

Now Ahithophel doesn’t tell Absalom to do this because it is morally right but 
simply because its politically expedient, “and all Israel shall hear that thou art abhorred of thy 
father: then shall the hands of all that are with thee be strong.” (v21b) No doubt the counsel of 
Ahithophel resonated with Absalom sensual lusts and his desire to exalt himself over his 
father.  

We cannot excuse Absalom following this counsel as he is has the ability to reject 
it. Indeed, he later will reject Ahithophel’s advice in another matter. Without questioning 
this immoral advice, Absalom immediately follows it, “So they spread Absalom a tent upon the 
top of the house; and Absalom went in unto his father's concubines in the sight of all Israel.” (v22)  

We must see God’s higher hand in this situation in working through the evil 
motives and actions of evil men for His divine purposes. For God is permitting David to 
reap here what he sowed: 

(1) Multiplying wives left him vulnerable to this deed – especially as he could not 
take them with him on his flight from Jerusalem. 

(2) God prophesied through Nathan that this would be a direct consequence for 
the perversion of David’s adultery with another man’s wife, “Thus saith the 
LORD, Behold, I will raise up evil against thee out of thine own house, and I will take 
thy wives before thine eyes, and give them unto thy neighbour, and he shall lie with thy wives 
in the sight of this sun.” (2 Sam. 12:11) 

It must be noted that the Lord explicitly states that He will raise up Absalom to do this 
evil deed. It didn’t just happen because of coincidence or “bad luck.” The consequences 
would be worse than the original sin. David sinned privately with one woman but 
Absalom would sin publicly with multiple wives. There is instant forgiveness for sin but 
the bitter consequences can remain for the rest of your life. The consequences of David’s 
sin are now pouring down like an evil torrent! His heart must have ached as he pondered 
these circumstances in the light of Nathan’s words.  
 

HYMN: HGG 551 Take Thou Our Minds, Dear Lord 
PRAYER: Give Us Godly Advisers  


