
MONDAY 10 AUGUST 2015 

Scripture Reading: 2 Samuel 16; James 1 

 FICKLE FRIENDS 
 

Absalom has surrounded himself with men of the flesh. That will always backfire in the 
end. He now decides to seek advice from one of the worst traitors, “Then said Absalom to 
Ahithophel, Give counsel among you what we shall do.” (v20) There is a marked difference from 
the ways of Absalom from the ways of David. His father was a man that consistently 
sought the Lord for wisdom and guidance. However, Absalom has no interest in the 
wisdom of God. He trusts in the wisdom of deceptive and disloyal men.  

Absalom now has a problem. He is like the Shakespearean King Henry IV who 
bemoaned, “Uneasy lies the head that wears a crown.” For Absalom knows that the 
same people that changed sides to support him over his father can do the same to him 
just as quickly if it suits. That is the great problem if you built your life on the approval 
of people. Fickle folks do not make faithful followers. Such people are fair-weather, 
wishy-washy, and shallow friends. Their loyalty to you is based on what suits their 
personal interests at any moment in time. The Bible likens being fickle to being double-
minded, “A double minded man is unstable in all his ways.” (James 1:8) It’s a warning to us all 
never to be a people pleaser, as people cannot always be pleased! If you wrestle with a 
double-minded problem, a great prayer to cry is, “Teach me thy way, O LORD; I will walk in 
thy truth: unite my heart to fear thy name.” (Psa. 86:11) 

One of the greatest curses of humanity is the inconsistency of our affections. The 
same people that cried blessings on the Lord Jesus Christ on Palm Sunday were the same 
people that cried “crucify Him, crucify Him” a few days later. The only true antidote for 
such inconsistency of heart is to have your mind and heart anchored to the eternal, 
unchangeable Word of God. The Apostle Paul warned that God wants His children to 
avoid such fickleness of heart “That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and 
carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in 
wait to deceive.” (Eph. 4:14) 

When you seek evil men for advice expect the advice to be evil, “And Ahithophel 
said unto Absalom, Go in unto thy father's concubines, which he hath left to keep the house; and all 
Israel shall hear that thou art abhorred of thy father: then shall the hands of all that are with thee be 
strong.” (v21) This perverted counsel shows the wickedness of Ahithophel’s heart. 
Doubtless this was driven by his bitterness towards David for defiling Bathsheba and 
destroying her family. It was advice that the pagan world would have thought good. For 
by taking David’s wives/concubines was seen as a public sign that Absalom was the new 
king. It was the ultimate act of public shame and humiliation for David. 

 

HYMN: HGG 406 O Happy Day 
PRAYER: Help Us to avoid Fickleness of Heart 


