
“OBJECTIONS RAISED AND ANSWERED” (Romans 3:1-8) 
 

The Apostle Paul announced in 1:18 that all of humanity was under the wrath of God 
because of their ungodliness and unrighteousness. He spends the rest of chapter one and all 
of chapter two demonstrating this was true of both the Gentile and the Jew. He makes it 
clear in chapter two that a Jew receives no merit in terms of deliverance from the 
condemnation of God merely because of his lineage, his circumcision, and his possession 
and knowledge of the Law.  

As we mentioned, the climax of this second chapter was a shattering experience to 
the Jew who thought he enjoyed a kind of “diplomatic immunity” from God’s judgment. 
Such a demolition of the false securities that most Jews relied upon would inevitably 
provoke many objections and questions. Paul was experienced in dealing with such Jewish 
objections having debated and reasoned with them on these issues all round the Roman 
Empire (cf. Acts 9:22; 17:2-3; 18:4; 19:8). It is almost as if Saul of Tarsus the Pharisee and 
Paul the Christian are debating one another here! Doubtless, Paul had heard every possible 
kind of counterclaim and objection to his preaching.  

So as he writes, Paul anticipates in Romans 3:1-8 the objections and questions that 
the typical Jew would raise to Paul’s teaching in chapters 1 and 2. His method shows the 
clear logical thinking of his great mind. He uses a rhetorical device to state the supposed 
objection and Paul then gives his rebuttal in the form of an answer to the objector’s 
question. It is not always easy to follow his flow of thought here.  

The three questions that Paul sets forth and then answers here are: 
 

(1) WHAT BENEFIT IS THERE IN BEING A JEW? (v1-2) 
 
The first objection that Paul anticipates by the Jews is that he is teaching that there was no 
advantage in their Jewish identity and religion. It was in effect meaningless. Paul puts this 
objection in v1 in the form of two questions. “What advantage then hath the Jew? or what profit is 
there of circumcision?”  

After reading what Paul has said in chapter two that God is no respecter of persons 
and that Paul defines a true Jew as being one of inward as opposed to outward circumcision, 
then many Jews will question if there is any value in having the OT Scriptures and 
circumcision. Why did God give these exclusively to the Jew? If Paul is right, then surely 
these things are pointless? Moreover, this seems to contradict God’s Word as did not God 
say in Deuteronomy 14:2, 
 

For thou art an holy people unto the LORD thy God, and the LORD hath 
chosen thee to be a peculiar people unto Himself, above all the nations that 
are upon the earth. (Deut. 14:2) 

 
And why did God say in Psalm 135:4, “For the LORD hath chosen Jacob unto Himself, and 
Israel for His peculiar treasure.” Doubtless, the Jews loved to learn and quote these memory 
verses! 
 
ANSWER 
 
Paul makes it clear that the idea that he is teaching that the spiritual privileges of being 
Jewish are worthless is to misunderstand him. The fact that a man does not escape the 
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condemnation of God because of spiritual privileges does not mean there are not any 
advantages in them. Indeed, Paul replies in v2 to the imaginary Jewish objector that there are 
many advantages to being a Jew, “Much every way: chiefly, because that unto them were committed the 
oracles of God.” In chapter nine, Paul also lists more, “to whom pertaineth the adoption, and the glory, 
and the covenants, and the giving of the law, and the service of God, and the promises” (Romans 9:4). 
 The chief or greatest advantage a Jew had was that God had entrusted Israel the 
oracles or utterances of God in the written OT Scriptures. No other nation had this privilege 
(Deut. 4:8; Psa. 147:19-20). The Word of God is the most precious and most powerful book 
in the world. There is no book comparable. It is God speaking directly to man and reveals 
the mind, will, character, and works of God. It has the power to convict, convert, comfort, 
guide, rebuke, correct in the life of different people at the one time.  Paul gives us a 
wonderfully summary of its power in his second epistle to Timothy, 
 

All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for 
reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: That the man of God 
may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works. (2 Timothy 3:16) 

The Jew had all the Gospel truth in the written revelation of the OT (John 5:39; Luke 16:29). 
This was an immeasurable privilege and advantage. The problem with the Jew is that he 
wanted God’s favour unconditionally. He wanted to contend with God and argue that he 
has a right to heaven despite his sins and rejection of the righteousness of Christ. What the 
Jew forgot that with high privilege came high responsibility. This is well exemplified by 
God’s declaration through Amos to Israel, “You only have I known of all the families of the earth: 
therefore I will punish you for all your iniquities.” (Amos 3:2) 

Many centuries before Christ, the Jews grew complacent with this great privilege of 
having the written Word of God. They often disobeyed it, ignored it, and later reverenced 
the traditions of the rabbis over the Word of God. Christ rebuked the Sadducees for this, 
“Do ye not therefore err, because ye know not the scriptures, neither the power of God?” (Mark 12:24). 

A modern counterpart to this Jewish objector to Paul’s teaching is the twenty first 
century self-righteous religious person. Such a person hates the idea that despite his 
religiosity he is still under the condemnation of God like the flagrantly immoral. This person 
points to his Christian upbringing, his knowledge of the Scriptures, and his participation in 
religious rites such as baptism and the Lord’s Supper. He asks is there no advantage in these 
things? He is like those in Matthew 7:21-22 who claim a right to heaven simply on the basis 
of what they have done for Christ! 
 Paul’s answer echoes down the centuries that there are wonderful advantages in such 
privileges. All of us here today have been given the very Words of God in our own language. 
What an unspeakable privilege! Indeed, one of the greatest tragedies is how people treat 
these very Word of the living God.  

The privilege of the Scriptures in our hand should lead a person to repentance 
sooner than those who grow up without them. However, as Paul points out in chapter two 
that the mere fact that one has greater knowledge does not confer any benefit in salvation. 
Such privileges can be squandered if you do not respond in faith and obedience. Indeed, it 
means that a person faces a greater judgment under the wrath of God. These advantages 
become a curse to your eternal soul rather than a blessing.  
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(2) DOES JEWISH UNBELIEF NEGATE GOD’S PROMISES? (v3-4) 
 
Now having dealt with this possible objection, the Apostle foresees another flowing from this, 
which he poses in v3 the form a question again, “For what if some did not believe? shall their unbelief 
make the faith of God without effect?”  

The Jewish objector is essentially questioning Paul’s statement that the Jew has 
privileges yet has wasted these advantages. The objector argues then that if the Jew was not 
faithful to the promises entrusted to him, then surely God’s promises and covenants are 
nullified and therefore God is seen as unfaithful. In essence, does Jewish unbelief then 
destroy God’s trustworthiness and all His promises to Israel?  
 
ANSWER 
 
The apostle’s will answer this in a more detailed manner in Romans 9-11. His riposte here is 
succinct as he exclaims in the most forceful terms, “God forbid” or literally “let it not be.” 
This is the strongest negative Greek expression, which normally carries the connotation of 
impossibility.  

After declaring “God forbid” Paul makes his denunciation of this objection   even 
stronger by adding the words “let God be true, but every man a liar.” Put simply, Paul is declaring 
that even if all of humanity agreed that God had been unfaithful to his promises, then this 
only proves that all men are liars and God is true! As Moses wrote, “God is not a man, that He 
should lie; neither the son of man, that He should repent: hath He said, and shall He not do it? or hath He 
spoken, and shall He not make it good?” (Num. 23:19) Can you imagine the arrogance of puny 
and twisted man trying to accuse a Holy God of injustice! The fact that man is a failure can 
never mean God is a failure. 

The Jew should have known better than to raise this objection as right throughout 
the OT even when Israel was unfaithful, God proved Himself faithful to His Covenant 
promises. Furthermore there was a remnant of Jews that did believe in the promises by faith 
that Jesus Christ was the Messiah. The writer Paul was one of those and cites himself as an 
example in Romans 11:1.  

God’s unconditional promises do not depend on the faithfulness of men, but on His 
faithfulness. It is unthinkable for God to be unfaithful (Titus 1:2). God can never violate His 
own character. Paul adds an OT quotation from Psalm 51:4 to back up his confidence, “as it 
is written, That Thou mightest be justified in Thy sayings, and mightest overcome when Thou art judged.” 
Paul is making clear that he is not contradicting the OT but merely applying it in the way 
God intended. 

David, the greatest king of Israel, wrote this penitential Psalm 51 after being 
confronted with his adultery with Bathsheba. In this Psalm 51:4 David acknowledges that he 
has sinned against God and that God is right and fully justified in judging him. Therefore 
Paul is implying by this illustration that the sin of Israel actually magnifies God’s 
righteousness in judgment. Paul is arguing that God’s righteous judgment of sin does not call 
into question God’s faithfulness. Even if every man on this planet is unfaithful and is a liar, 
God’s faithfulness, God’s integrity, God’s purposes will always be sure and true. God is not 
a man that He can lie! God is never wrong nor ever can be wrong!  

Believers need to make the popular saying our motto, “God said it, that settles it, I 
believe it.” When a man doubts the promises of God, he is making God out to be a liar. 
Whenever you face any question of doubt about the perfection of God’s character or work 
in your mind then start with these foundational principles. If it means being held up as the 
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object of ridicule and to dissociate yourself from the popular opinions of the supposed great 
and good, then so be it! Even if you do not have all the answers, just stand on the rock of 
God’s Word and leave eternity to provide the answer.  

Our soul, our happiness, our assurance depends on the fact that God never is 
unfaithful to His promises. We should have no problem believing anything God says in the 
Bible if we can accept and believe Genesis 1:1.  
 

(3) WHY BOTHER WITH RIGHTEOUSNESS?  (v5 - 8) 
 
After dealing with these two objections, the Apostle Paul then anticipates a further one in v5 to 
the gospel of free grace in Christ, “But if our unrighteousness commend the righteousness of God, what 
shall we say? Is God unrighteous who taketh vengeance? (I speak as a man).”  

The warped Jewish objector then argues that if Paul is right in his answer that our 
unfaithfulness only provides an opportunity for the righteousness of God to be 
demonstrated, then is it not unfair for God judge such unfaithfulness. Or to put it another 
way, if God uses our sin to bring glory to His name, then how is He righteous in then 
judging this sin? Surely our sinning enhances the glory of God by making God’s 
righteousness more conspicuous? Is this not doing God a service?  

This objection shows the sinful ingenuity of depraved men trying to make what is 
inherently evil appear to be ultimately good. It is about as diabolical a question as a twisted 
man can think up. It effectively accuses God of involving Himself in a colossal contradiction. 
Additionally it seeks as a last resort to credit man in his sin to demand that they been seen as 
instruments of God’s glory rather than an instrument of sin. 
 
ANSWER 
  
Paul is simply paraphrasing this warped logic so he makes clear that it is not his thinking by 
adding in the parenthesis “I speak as a man.” To intensify this disclaimer he shows his horror 
at such a thought by adding in v6, “God forbid” and then answers, “for then how shall God judge 
the world?” In effect, Paul is establishing that if there were any possibility of God acting in an 
unrighteous manner, then how could He be fit to judge the world?  (Genesis 18:25) 

However, this rebuttal by Paul of this flawed reasoning is subtler than what may 
initially appear. The Jew certainly believed in a final judgment but just not for him! He 
believed that the Gentile would be judged for his gross immoral sins. So by arguing that God 
must excuse the unrighteousness of man on the grounds that man’s unfaithfulness brought 
Him greater glory would surely mean that the sins of the Gentiles would also merit 
exemption. If one sin cannot be judged then no sin can be judged. Therefore, God could 
never judge anyone.  

However, this would contradict the Jew’s own belief in a future judgment! This 
future judgment is what Paul had proven in chapter two citing the Old Testament Scriptures 
(e.g. Psa. 62:12). So the Jew would have to contradict the Scriptures he boasts in! The Jew 
here had tried to prove too much and had fallen into the pit of his own twisted logic!  

It is true that the sins of man do provide God the opportunity to demonstrate His 
great attributes of mercy and lovingkindness. Paul knew that more than any man as the chief 
of sinners (1Tim. 1:15). Yes, God will make the sins of depraved men such as Pharaoh to 
praise Him (Psalm 76:10) but He still will judge sin! Man deserves and receives no credit! We 
must never forget that God shows mercy because of who He is, not because the more we sin 
the greater is the reflected glory on His grace.   
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In v7 and 8, Paul deals with a further question and answer which is a really a development of 
the previous objection of v5. He poses this further imaginary objector saying, “For if the truth 
of God hath more abounded through my lie unto His glory; why yet am I also judged as a sinner? And not 
rather, (as we be slanderously reported, and as some affirm that we say,) Let us do evil, that good may come? 
whose damnation is just.”  
 This is a little complicated, as this is a difficult construction. What Paul is saying is 
that if a Jew wants to argue that the greater his sin the greater glory God receives then the 
logic must be that the more you sin then the greater will be the manifestation of the glory of 
God. Put simply, he argues that if our sin makes God look good, then we should sin more to 
make Him look better. If this is true then God owes Judas the greatest possible reward for 
his betrayal of Jesus Christ!  Charles Hodge states it eloquently, “According to this 
reasoning, the worse we are, the better: for the more wicked we are, the more conspicuous 
will be the mercy of God in our pardon.” 

The Apostle even points out, that he was also being slanderously accused by his 
opponents that his Gospel of free grace actually undermined God’s law by being an 
encouragement and even a license to sin. No doubt the slander was the Judaizers who 
undermined his ministry. Later Paul will deal with this objection in much greater detail in 
Romans 6:1-23. In this section, however, Paul’s response to such sophistry is succinct but 
pointed. Those who twist the gospel to justify antinomianism are those, “whose damnation is 
just.”   

We dare not limit the application of this passage to first century Judaism. The 
principles espoused here are just as true for professing Christians today who use the fact of 
the grace of God as an excuse for continuing on in sin. Paul’s warning echoes down to any 
one who holds to such a perverted view of the gospel, “whose damnation is just.” Grace can 
never be a license to sin; rather the opposite is true! Any gospel that promotes or excuses sin 
in the life of a believer is not the gospel of Paul! 
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“UNIVERSALITY OF GUILT” (Romans 3:9-20) 
 

As people we love to compare ourselves with others. We look down on those who are less 
educated, less wealthy, and less attractive than ourselves. This is especially true in respect of 
moral character. If pushed, we may accept that we are imperfect in many ways, but deep 
down we think we are basically good and better than most. Certainly, we find it easy to 
accept that someone like Adolph Hitler is totally depraved, but not ourselves.  

Christianity stands out from every other religion or philosophy by the way it defines 
sin, how it condemns sin without excuse, yet how it provides the only complete answer to 
the problem of sin. The Bible reveals that man is not merely sick or somewhat imperfect but 
spiritually dead in trespasses and in sin. Sin has affected every part of man’s nature, both of 
body and soul. The reason we all feel guilty about sin is because we are all guilty of sin! 

The Apostle Paul announced in Romans 1:18 that all of humanity was under the 
wrath of God because of their ungodliness and unrighteousness. He then spends the rest of 
chapter one and all of chapter two demonstrating this was true of both the Gentile and the 
Jew. Now, in chapter 3:9-20 Paul will climax his argument by demonstrating the universality 
of the guilt of all men under the crushing power of sin. Using his prosecuting courtroom 
style, Paul summarised God’s view of all of humanity by providing: 
 

(1) CHARGE OF UNIVERSAL GUILT (v9) 
 
Paul begins his charge in v9 by asking, “What then? are we better than they?” He seems to be 
dealing with the question of whether the Jews are better than the Gentiles. His answer is 
immediate and unambiguous as he charges, “No, in no wise: for we have before proved both Jews and 
Gentiles, that they are all under sin.” 
 This charge was a staggering statement to the religious and self-righteous man. Every 
apple in the barrel of humanity is rotten! All of humanity is under the curse, condemnation, 
and power of sin. The Greek word translated “sin” here has the idea of missing the mark. It 
was often used to describe a hunter missing his target with a bow and arrows.  

Everyone who has been born into this world has missed the mark of perfect 
conformity to God’s Moral Law. It does not matter your race, nationality, education, sex, 
age, and religious belief. Everyone is condemned! Everyone is guilty! You may be wealthy, 
educated respectable Singaporean, but you are still a wealthy, educated respectable 
Singaporean s inner ! 

You see righteousness is not a classification or comparison between men. It is not 
you versus the neighbour, or the criminal, or the prostitute. But it is you in light of the 
mirror of the perfect Law of God. No one can stand such a test! A lawyer once sought to 
tempt Christ. The Lord Jesus Christ gave him a succinct summary of the moral requirements 
of God’s Law, 

 
Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and 
with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. This is the first and great 
commandment. And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbour 
as thyself. (Matthew 22:37-39) 

If you audit, your life against these requirements, just see how well you do. Remember 
99.9% is not a pass but a fail! The fact that you achieve a higher score than others is 
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irrelevant. It is like two men trying to leap across the Atlantic Ocean. The fact that one can 
jump higher and further than the other is meaningless as both are incapable of bridging the 
enormous gap. Both fail and both will drown trying!  
 

(2) EVIDENCE OF UNIVERSAL GUILT (v10-18) 
 
After making his charge of universal guilt, Paul in v10-18 offers up 14 pieces of evidence to 
prove his charge. It is one of the most radical descriptions of the total depravity of mankind 
ever written. To emphasise the depth of this, Paul states 6 times “none” and “not one.”  
 In chapter one Paul listed evidence of the fallen state of the Gentile world that can be 
observed by mankind. However, here in v10-18 he marshals the ultimate evidential testimony of 
Scripture itself to prove his charge. This is not a random collection of texts, but these 
quotations are carefully selected to prove Paul’s charge in a logical and devastating manner to 
show: 
 

(a) Condition of Depravity (v10-12) 
(b) Conversation of Depravity (v13-14) 
(c) Conduct of Depravity (v15-17) 
(d) Cause of Depravity (v18) 

 
All of these characteristics are seen in the heart of every man. As Godet comments, “Some, 
even most of them, may remain latent in many men: but they all exist in germ in the 
selfishness and natural pride of the ego, and the least circumstance may cause them to pass 
into the active state.” 
 
CONDITION OF DEPRAVITY (v10-12) 
 
Paul deals first with the nature of man. In v10, he cites Psalm 14 to establish the general 
principle that every man who has ever lived has failed. There is “none righteous, no, not one!” The 
word “none” is the strongest absolute negative form in the Greek. Every Jew had failed to 
conform to the written Law. Every Gentile had failed to conform his life to the moral Law 
written in his heart.  
 You can go round this country today and you will get many different opinions as to the 
problems of man and sin. But here God has spoken definitively. His opinion is ultimately what 
counts. It is absolutely vital for me to understand what God says about my sin and about the 
judgment of my sin.  
 In v11 and 12 the Apostle cites a number of passages of Scripture to prove that man’s 
mind, heart, and will are corrupted by sin. In v11, he explains man’s mind is corrupted by sin as, 
“there is none that understandeth.” Sin makes it impossible for man to truly understand the truth 
about God and man. This ignorance is not the result of lack of opportunity (cf. Rom. 1:19-
20; 2:15; Eph. 4:18). A man may achieve proficiency even excellence in his knowledge of 
science, philosophy, business, but an unbeliever’s mind is darkened to spiritual things, 
 

But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are 
foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually 
discerned. (1 Cor. 2:14) 
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 Not only does unregenerate man lack understanding both of God and of his own 
sinfulness, but man does not realise his desperate need of God. As Paul puts it, “there is none 
that seeketh after God.” His heart is also corrupted to not seek God. Paul told us in chapter one 
that Man seeks to suppress or “hold the truth in unrighteousness” (Rom. 1:18) and man “changed 
the truth of God into a lie” (Rom. 1:25). As the Psalmist said, “Salvation is far from the wicked: for 
they seek not thy statutes” (Psa. 119:155). 

Now, it is true that some men have an intellectual interest in studying God and 
others have a desire for the byproducts of salvation such as assurance, peace, joy etc. False 
religion is simply depraved man’s attempts to evade the true and living God - not to seek 
after Him! No man ever truly seeks after God in his unregenerate state. That is why the term 
“seeker sensitive churches” and “seeker sensitive services” are theologically oxymorons. 
 Additionally, not only is man’s mind and heart afflicted by sin, but also the will of 
man as Paul tells us in v12, “They are all gone out of the way, they are together become unprofitable; there 
is none that doeth good, no, not one.” The Greek word translated “unprofitable” here is also used to 
describe milk that has gone sour and fruit that has become rotten. Unregenerate men may be 
regarded highly by this world, but God sees them as good for nothing or unprofitable. 
 Some people object to Paul’s statement that “there is none that doeth good, no, not one.” 
They argue that some unbelievers exhibit outwardly good moral qualities such as loyalty and 
selflessness for others. However, Paul is pointing out here that any outwardly good actions 
of the unsaved are tainted by the motive of sin such as pride, self-glory etc. If any human 
deed is not done absolutely for the glory of God then God sees it as not good and worthless. 
Isaiah concurred with this as he wrote, “But we are all as an unclean thing, and all our 
righteousnesses are as filthy rags” (Isa. 64:6). 
 
CONVERSATION OF DEPRAVITY (v13-14) 
 
Now having analysed the general condition of man, the apostle looks how this nature works 
itself out in the actions of man. The mere conversation of man reflects the decay inside the 
human heart. Paul first chooses a graphic and horrifying image to describe the conversation of 
man by saying in v13-14, “Their throat is an open sepulchre; with their tongues they have used deceit; the 
poison of asps is under their lips: Whose mouth is full of cursing and bitterness.” 
 This verb translated “is an open sepulchre” is in the perfect tense indicating that the 
grave was opened in the past and that it remains open in the present. Such an image of the 
permanent putrification of the dead instinctively repels us, and that is God’s intention here. 
He wants us to see the seriousness of our sin! He wants us to see ourselves as He sees us! 
Every man’s tongue uses deceit and underneath his honeyed words sits the real poison of the 
heart. The verb “deceit” here is in the imperfect tense indicating that our tongue is practicing 
this continuously. These descriptions are awful but they are true of every one of us.  
 Now you do not need to go to the prison to witness this – every board room, 
university class, office, housing development, school playground are full of people behaving 
just like this. Yes, they may be superficially friendly and complimentary to one another but 
look closer and deeper and you will witness the sarcasm, cutting remarks, bitterness, jealousy, 
rivalry, and naked self-interest at work. Watch how they gossip about one another and to 
one another. There you will see the poison of their tongues.  
 
CONDUCT OF DEPRAVITY (v15-17) 
 
The depravity of man’s fallen nature not only is seen in his conversation but in his deeds. In 
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v15-17, the Apostle reveals that man has no peace with his fellow man as, “Their feet are swift 
to shed blood.” The same spirit is evident everywhere. Listen to you neighbours at night, 
observe the children in the playground and you will see this lack of peace. That is why we 
have corporal punishment in schools and a criminal justice system. It is why we have 
marriage counselors and divorce lawyers. 
 In v16, Paul gives a perfect summary of society today, “Destruction and misery are in 
their ways: And the way of peace have they not known.” Historian Will Durant recorded in 1968 that 
“in the last 3421 years of recorded history only 268 have seen no war.” Man is addicted to 
violence and destruction. He leaves nothing but ruins behind his path. Just observe the 
children in the playground. We can try to moderate or control man’s insatiable appetite for 
destruction but we can never stop it.  

Sin is essentially destructive in nature. It destroys our character and the character of 
others. As you reflect on this list, do you see yourself in the mirror of God’s Word? You 
have gone your own way! You ignore God! You refuse to seek after Him! Your motives and 
thoughts are tainted by sin. Your speech and conduct is corrupted by sin.  
 
CAUSE OF DEPRAVITY (v18) 
 
After dealing with the general character, then the conduct, Paul now details the cause. The 
root cause of this grim picture, Paul informs in v18 is because, “There is no fear of God before 
their eyes.” Man is not disgusted by his awful sin. He covers it up, he renames it, and he denies 
it. He believes he has got away with it. This is illustrated well by men like King Saul. He was 
a man that feared losing face and authority before other men but did not care whether he 
offended God. Saul acknowledged that there is a God, but acted without any fear of His 
displeasure. Oh yes, many will pay lip service to the existence of God, but they live as if He 
does not exist. They are practical atheists. Man forgets that God sees every sin. That God 
will one day judge openly every sin. He forgets that God has the power to cast body and soul 
into hell fire.  

 
(3) VERDICT OF UNIVERSAL GUILT (v19 - 20) 

 
After charging all men as universally guilty under God’s Law and then proving this charge 
with 14 distinct pieces of evidence, the apostle then comes to the only verdict possible. He 
declares in v19 that the Law silences all objections and shows every man, “guilty before God.” 
There are no exceptions. The evidence is overwhelming. God has spoken!  

The verb “saith” is in the present tense to indicate that the Law is continually crying 
out in judgment upon all men. Let every man be silent and be humbled by the verdict. Every 
Jew is rendered speechless! Every Gentile is rendered speechless! Every person here is 
rendered speechless! All the world is guilty as charged and so are you here today! The Law of 
God has exposed the curse, corruption, and power of sin in your life.  
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“JUSTIFICATION BY FAITH ALONE” (Romans 3:21-24) 
 

Many people believe man’s greatest need is to have good health, long life, wealth, and success in 
this world. However, thousands of years ago one man asked the most important question that 
revealed man’s greatest need, “how should a man be just with God?” (Job 9:2) There is no more 
basic or important question in life. The enquiring sinner receives a perfect answer to this 
vital question in Romans 3:21-24. 

There are many questions you can die without knowing the answer concerning. I 
really do not know how jet airplanes function or how a nuclear power station work. 
Probably, I will die without knowing the answer. But the answer to this question posed by 
Job will affect your whole eternal destiny. It cannot and should not be ignored. 

In Romans 1:18 to 3:20 the Apostle Paul details the awful problem of man. He proves 
that God’s Law universally condemns every man born in every continent, in every century, and 
in every culture. All are infected with the terminal disease of sin. We are not born Christians. 
We are born in sin.  

Man has tried to provide the answer by trusting in his own self-righteousness or by 
denying the need of perfect conformity to God’s Law. Paul proved such a defence is worthless. 
Salvation is not in lineage, possessing a Bible, sacraments, good deeds, and merely feeling sorry 
for your sins. 

From Romans 1:18-3:20 it has been all bad news for every man. However, in Romans 
3:21-24 Paul does not leave us with the inevitable sentence to follow this verdict. The Apostle 
brings us in v21 to one of the great “buts” of the Bible. In what has been described as the 
greatest paragraphs of the Bible, Paul reveals God has an answer to man’s unrighteousness. He 
has been describing the awful depth of sin, but now he is going to talk about the remedy for 
sin. This answer is the perfect, complete, everlasting righteousness of Jesus Christ. Paul in 
glorious detail unfolds this revelation of God’s righteousness as being: 
 

(1) RIGHTEOUSNESS OF GOD (v21) 
 
Paul begins his description of this righteousness as the “righteousness of God.” The Gospel is not 
something you have done to atone for your sins but that God has done everything. 
Righteousness is in this context is the perfect conformity to God’s holy standards or as 
someone defined, “the sum total of all that God commands, demands, approves, and 
Himself provides.”  

The apostle has proven that no man on this planet can conform to God’s perfect 
standard. All of us fail when the mirror of God’s word is held up before us. No man or church 
can therefore provide any righteousness for us. No amount of moral reformation can change 
that truth. As we cannot provide our own righteousness the only hope for man is for God to 
provide righteousness for us. This righteousness is the perfect obedience of the Son of 
righteousness whom the Father declared, “This is my beloved Son in whom I am well pleased.” (Matt. 
3:17)  
 

(2) RIGHTEOUSNESS WITHOUT THE LAW (v21) 
 
Paul also makes clear that the righteousness of God that is manifested or revealed is one 
“without the law.” Such a statement would doubtless disturb his Jewish reader. This simply 
means that the righteousness of God is entirely apart from man’s obedience to God’s law.  
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Yes, the law can condemn a man, witness God’s righteous standards, but the law 
cannot save a man. It is impossible for man to keep. You may do better than another man but 
you both fail the perfect standard required. Compared to the perfection of Jesus Christ you are 
an absolute failure. Indeed, if righteousness had been by the law the Christ’s death was 
pointless, “If righteousness come by the law, then Christ is dead in vain.” (Gal. 2:21) 
 

(3) RIGHTEOUSNESS REVEALED IN SCRIPTURE (v21) 
 
The apostle wants his readers to know that the gospel that he is preaching is not a new gospel. 
This message is no afterthought but is,  “being witnessed by the law and the prophets.” All of the OT 
Scripture bears witness to this gospel. It is not some hidden secret only discoverable to an 
enlightened minority, but permeates the OT.  

From the Fall of man in Genesis 3 the Lord revealed in Genesis 3:15 this gospel. It is 
seen in the Passover Lamb in Exodus and the entire sacrificial system in Leviticus. Indeed, as 
you go through the entire OT the plan of salvation is set forth, 
 

Surely, shall one say, in the LORD have I righteousness and strength: even to 
him shall men come; and all that are incensed against him shall be ashamed. 
In the LORD shall all the seed of Israel be justified, and shall glory. (Isaiah 
45:24-25)  

The NT also attests this truth, “And the scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the 
heathen through faith, preached before the gospel unto Abraham, saying, In thee shall all 
nations be blessed.” (Gal. 3:8) 

This righteousness, Paul tells us is seen “now.” No more prophetic witness is needed; 
no more types or shadows are required as the reality has appeared in the Person and Work 
of Christ. The Cross and the empty tomb declare, “It is finished.” God accepts the 
righteousness of Christ!  
 

(4) RIGHTEOUSNESS BY FAITH IN CHRIST (v22) 
 

Paul informs us furthermore in v22 about  “the righteousness of God” that it is “by faith of Jesus 
Christ.” Faith is the instrument by which a man is made righteous. However faith must 
always have an object. This object is Christ as this expression “faith of Jesus Christ” can be 
translated “faith in Jesus Christ.” The Westminster Confession puts it like this, “receiving 
and resting on Christ and His righteousness.” 
 We cannot establish, in whole or in part, our own righteousness. When a man sees 
himself as helpless he has no faith in himself. At that point he then can see the only hope is 
to put his faith in Christ and His work of righteousness. This is fully sufficient and 
efficacious, as you cannot improve upon perfection.  
 

(5) RIGHTEOUSNESS FOR ALL (v22-23) 
 
After establishing that all are under the condemnation of God’s law, Paul reveals that the 
righteousness of God in Christ is sufficient to deal with the condition of all. He declares that 
it is, “unto all and upon all them that believe: for there is no difference.” He repeats this teaching in 
v23 that this is because, “For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God.” 
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 This righteousness is not for a particular race of people or those who have a certain 
level of education, wealth or social status. God does not see as important the distinctions the 
world recognizes as significant. The gospel is for “all them that believe” – there is no 
distinction. It is not about the degree of sin even. No wonder the apostle asserts “For I am 
not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth.” 
The worst sinner can be saved.  
 

(6) RIGHTEOUSNESS FREELY BY GRACE (v24) 
 
Another aspect of God’s righteousness that is now revealed is that it is freely granted us by 
grace. Paul makes clear in v24 that we are, “Being justified freely by His grace through the redemption 
that is in Christ Jesus.” There are a number of terms that are used here by Paul that need clear 
definition: 
 
(i) JUSTIFICATION – This term is an image from a courtroom. Justification is an act not 
a process (Rom. 5:1). This act is God declaring us righteous eternally because of the 
righteousness of Jesus Christ. God does this be imputing or crediting to us the righteousness 
of Christ. This righteousness of Christ was obtained through His perfect obedience in life 
and death, which He then offered to God on our behalf for this purpose. This is equally 
complete in all the justified and is eternally effective.  
 
(ii) GRACE – This is often described as merely unmerited favour or kindness bestowed on 
an undeserving person. However, it is more than this as it is unmerited favour on those who 
deserve the very opposite i.e. the wrath of God.  
 
(iii) REDEMPTION – This is a Greek word that is used to describe the paying of a 
ransom price to release a prisoner or the payment of the price of freedom for a slave in the 
market place. This ransom price was the sacrificial atoning death of Jesus Christ by the 
shedding of His precious blood (Titus 2:14). God’s elect were slaves and prisoners under the 
curse of the Law but Jesus Christ released us by His payment at Calvary (1 Peter 1:18-19). 
We could not pay the price but only Christ could. That is why some have defined grace as: 
God’s Riches At Christ’s Expense. 
 

APPLICATION TO US 
 
These doctrinal truths are vital for us to grasp because they should teach us: 
 
(1) As salvation is entirely by the sovereign grace of God by the redemption of Christ’s shed 
blood then our salvation is certain. If it was ever contingent on human efforts, then I could 
ruin it. But salvation is entirely by the grace of God from beginning to end. No justified 
person can perish as justification leads invariably to glorification in heaven, “Moreover whom 
He did predestinate, them He also called: and whom He called, them He also justified: and whom He 
justified, them He also glorified” (Rom. 8:30). 
 
(2) As salvation is entirely by the free grace of God, then there is nothing for us to boast 
about. It is all of God and we must therefore give Him all the glory. Sadly, we sing about 
“amazing grace” but we do not see it as that amazing! We need to constantly remind 
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ourselves that the only reason we are not in hell with unsaved neighbours and friends is only 
because of grace and grace alone. 
 
(3) As salvation is entirely by the free grace of God, then we owe God a great debt of 
thanksgiving, love, and service. So often we are so half-hearted in worship and service. The 
deadness of so many fundamental churches is one reason why so many are taken in by the 
pseudo-spiritual emotionalism of charismatism.  
 The apostle reminds us in Ephesians 2:10 that “we are his workmanship, created in Christ 
Jesus unto good works.” In Romans 12 the call to serve Christ is “your reasonable service.” When a 
man or a woman gets a view of what Christ has done for them, what Christ is doing for 
them now, and what Christ will do for them in glory then their heart should be moved with 
love and thanksgiving to serve Him.  
 Paul explains in Romans 1:5 that he understood all of his service to be “for His name.” 
If we could grasp this: then God’s Will for our lives would be a delight; any act of service 
would be a pleasure; the command for husbands to love their wives and for wives to submit 
to their husbands would be glorious; praying would be a balm to our souls; and paying tithes 
and offerings would not be seen as a mere duty but a privilege to be embraced cheerfully.  
 
(4) As salvation is entirely by the free grace of God through the redemption of Christ’s shed 
blood, then any one can be saved now. It does not matter what sins you have committed. 
For it is not your righteousness that saves but the righteousness of Jesus Christ. Because this 
righteousness is all of God, it can even save a dying thief on the Cross (Luke 23:42). God’s 
righteousness has made a way for you to be right with Him. 
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“RESULTS OF  RIGHTEOUSNESS” (Romans 3:25-31) 
 
In Romans 3:21-24, the main focus was on what God did for us, whereas Romans 3:25-31 
explains why God did this for us. God’s justice, God’s wrath, God’s love, and God’s mercy 
all meet at the Cross. The mystery of how God can be both just towards sin and the justifier 
of the sinner can only be seen there in Christ. The Bible makes clear this principle that, “The 
LORD is righteous in all his ways, and holy in all His works” (Psalm 145:17). 

This is a doctrinally significant passage. Every heresy and every failure in life can be 
traced to doctrinal ignorance or indifference. True doctrine is divisive. It divides between 
truth and error. Too many today are carried away by every wind of doctrine. However, once 
you have got what the Bible says, you have got the last word on the subject. 

Some of the most profound questions are answered in this last section of chapter three: 
How can God the absolute just ruler of this universe justify ungodly sinners? Does man get any 
glory in salvation? Is God the God of the Jews only? If redemption is truly be free grace surely 
that means that the law is abolished? 

The Apostle Paul will answer these questions here by showing that there are certain 
results flowing from the righteousness of God being revealed in Christ’s sacrifice. These results 
or implications are that it: 

 
(1) REVEALS THE JUSTICE OF GOD’S CHARACTER (v25-26) 

 
One of the things we often overlook is the holiness of God. Most modern so-called gospel 
preaching overlooks God’s holiness and especially God’s wrath against sin. The Apostle Paul 
does not ignore this vital emphasis about God’s character. From the beginning of the first 
section in Romans he makes clear, “the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness 
and unrighteousness of men, who hold the truth in unrighteousness” (Rom. 1:18). He points out also 
that He is a God “who taketh vengeance” (Rom. 3:5). 
 Now it is true that God is love but His love cannot be used to cancel out His holy 
hatred and wrath against sin. This leads to the inevitable question: If God hates sin and 
cannot overlook sin, then how can God be just and forgive sinners? Paul will give us the 
answer in v25-26 how that God can remain “just” yet “the justifier of him which believeth in Jesus.” 
This apparent dilemma is resolved by Christ being, “set forth to be a propitiation through faith in 
His blood.” 
  
PROPITIATION 
 
This vital word needs to be defined and clearly understood. It is not a word that we use in 
common conversation. The Greek word translated propitiation can be translated “mercy 
seat” but in this context it has deeper significance. The word signifies that Christ’s sacrifice 
satisfies the righteousness and just wrath of a holy God. It has been defined as, “the work of 
Christ on the Cross in which He met the demands of the righteousness of God against sin, 
satisfying the requirements of God’s justice and canceling the guilt of man's sin.” John Owen 
lists four things about a propitiation sacrifice, which are worth noting: 
 

First, there is an offense to be removed. Sinners have offended a holy God. 
 
Second, there is on offended person to be pacified-God the Father.  
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Third, the person who has offended has to be pardoned. 
 
Fourth, a sacrifice or some means of making atonement for the offence. 
 
Liberals who translated the Revised Version did not like the truth that Jesus bore 

God’s wrath against sin. So they deliberately changed translated the word as “expiation,” 
which means an action that cleanses from sin but includes no concept of appeasing God’s 
wrath! Certainly Christ’s sacrifice includes cleansing from sin but fails to do justice to the full 
breadth of meaning conveyed by the Greek. The NIV also erroneously translates this word 
as “atonement” which fails to convey the truest form of the meaning. 

Now when we sin we are under the wrath of God. We cannot do anything to 
appease the wrath of God. All of us are guilty and all are condemned. Only a perfect 
holiness and righteousness will appease the perfect justice of a perfect God. God does not 
accept or overlook our sin but accepts a perfect sacrifice that provides justification for the 
sinner. 

If God were to forgive or overlook sin without just punishment then God would 
cease to be just. There would be no moral authority in the universe. Even in our secular legal 
system we know that such an approach to the rule of law would lead to injustice. As 
Spurgeon said, “A God who could pardon without justice might one of these days condemn 
without reason.” 

As man cannot provide a propitiation sacrifice so Paul tells us that God has 
responded in mercy and love by pouring out His wrath on His Son. Christ becomes the 
object of punishment as the propitiatory sacrifice “through His blood” for our sins as the One 
whom, “God hath set forth to be a propitiation.” This is why the Word became flesh. That is why 
John the Baptist cried out, “Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world.”  

This is what is so amazing about the Cross. It is the place where God can deal with 
your sin and mine yet maintain His just character and righteous judgment towards sin. It 
resolves the dilemma of punishing sin yet showing mercy to sinners.  

The Cross is much more than simply a demonstration of the love of God towards 
sinners (although it includes this). It is the most just and the most gracious place in history. 
It prevents God’s perfect justice from being compromised but only at the expense of His 
Son. The Cross reveals God’s justice, the holiness and righteousness of God, the hatred and 
wrath of God towards sin, and the glory of God in doing what man could never have 
provided. Grace, mercy, love, holiness, justice, wrath, glory all meet at the foot of the Cross.  

 
Amazing love! How can it be, 

That Thou, my God, shouldst die for me? 
 

Now the question is: who is eligible for the benefits flowing from this great propitiatory 
sacrifice? Anyone? Everyone? Paul gives the answer in v26, “the justifier of him which believeth in 
Jesus.” God declare justified only those who by simple faith trust in the finished work of 
Christ alone. Notice it is not him that trusteth in Jesus Christ plus the Church or personal 
works of righteousness!  
 

(2) REVEALS THE GLORY OF GOD (v27-28) 
 
As we survey the plan of redemption it is obvious that we can never accuse God of injustice 
because everything He does is perfect and fair. So in light of what v26 tells us that salvation 
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is planned by God alone, provided by God alone, and was perfected by God alone then v27 
is an understatement. Only God gets the glory in salvation. Soli Deo Gloria is not a sound bite 
but the reality of salvation.  
 When God marks every man’s life no one will get A, B, or C – all get ‘F’ for failed. 
We live in a world that promotes man’s self-esteem an image but humility and recognising 
you are nothing is the first building block of Christianity (Matt. 5:3). Typical of the failure to 
recognise this is the Pharisee who prayed, “God, I thank thee, that I am not as other men are” 
(Luke 18:11). 
 The strength of your will and sheer effort may take you from poverty to great wealth 
and from worthlessness to great power in Singapore. But the same mindset and effort will 
never bridge the gap from the depths of your sin to the height of God. Self-works salvation 
is like trying to pick yourself up by your boot straps! Dead men in sin cannot resurrect 
themselves.  
 If salvation did begin with man, then he has something to boast about. But salvation 
is all of God there will be no boasting in heaven and there should be no boasting here on 
earth. It is “excluded” as Paul tells us. We are not saved because we have more faith than 
someone else. It is not a joint effort between Christ and us. All we can take pride in is Christ 
and Christ alone! Doubtless, Paul emphasized this so strongly here because he was acutely 
aware of the human heart’s tendency to seek pride in even this area of salvation. 

It is Christ who redeems sinners by offering a propitiation to the Father, who 
responds justifying those who place their faith in Jesus Christ. That is why Paul summed up 
this great doctrine in a nutshell in v28, “Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by faith without 
the deeds of the law.” 
 

(3) REVEALS UNIVERSAL REIGN OF GOD (v29-30) 
 

It is clear that the apostle, not only argues logically but also polemically. The Apostle Paul 
knew intimately the prejudices and objections of the Jews. He knew they regarded God as 
only the God of the Jews. However, as the way of salvation was not through lineage or 
circumcision or physical possession of the Mosaic Law then this was evidence of the 
universal reign of God. He is not just the God of the Jews but also of the Gentiles.  
 As there is one God, there must be just one way of salvation.  All are saved by faith 
alone in Christ alone so the Gospel transcends all cultural, national, and racial lines. It is not 
one way of salvation for one group and another for a different group. One God, one 
Gospel, one way of salvation! If you want to find fault with this, you must attack Jesus Christ 
who said, “I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by Me” (John 
14:6). 

This truth may not be politically correct in our world, but it is biblically correct. Any 
other doctrine is the doctrine of the devil. Now, the post-modern man we are told finds this 
objectionable. But we must stand for what the Bible teaches and be prepared to bear the 
reproach of this truth. This is not arrogance as we did not design this way of salvation - God 
did. This is a way of salvation big enough for all the world.  
 

 
(4) REVEALS THE VALUE OF THE LAW (v31) 

 
In v21 Paul taught that the righteousness of God in salvation “without the law is manifested.” In 
v28, he concluded that, “a man is justified by faith without the deeds of the law.” Paul knew that 
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especially some Jewish readers would wrongly deduce that he is teaching that the Law is 
worthless or rendered void.  
 However, his response is emphatic, “God forbid: yea, we establish the law.” In other 
words – impossible, a thousand times NO! In fact, Paul argues that salvation by grace 
actually establishes or confirms the truth of the Law. 
 The Law was never meant to save a man – no man could ever fulfill its requirements. 
It was the free grace of God through the righteousness of Christ that saves a man. However 
that does not mean the Law is void. On the contrary it is a vital part of the Gospel. For in 
demanding a propitiation sacrifice:  
 

(i) The Gospel upholds the Law by showing that the punishment of sinners by death 
has been executed fully. No greater respect can be accorded the Law than God 
making His beloved Son to bear the curse of it and fully live up perfectly to the 
Law’s demands.  
 
(ii) By exposing the guilt of all the Law becomes the schoolmaster to drive sinners to 
Christ for salvation by His righteousness. The Law is not a ladder whereby we climb 
to meet God’s acceptance but rather a mirror that exposes the depths of our 
depravity and need of free grace.  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 


