
TUESDAY 28 JULY 2015 

Scripture Reading: 2 Samuel 16; Psalm 56 

 OPPORTUNISTIC PEOPLE 
 

The effects of David’s sin are now in full bloom. This is one of the lowest points in his 
reign. At this point David will find who his real friends are – some are even Gentiles. 
Blood is not always thicker than water. 

In this season of adversity – betrayal, sorrow, loss of status and power, old age  - 
we see the real character of the man after God’s own heart rising victoriously. God will 
use the evil of Absalom, Ahithophel, Shimei to mature and deepen David’s faith and 
humility. He will learn to lean harder on the Lord. This is a classic example of Romans 
8:28 David wrote in another previous dark season of his life, “What time I am afraid, I will 
trust in thee.” (Psalm 56:3) That is a beautiful verse. 

We are often vulnerable in times of crisis. David makes a blunder here with Ziba. 
There are always unscrupulous and opportunistic people who use a crisis to take 
advantage of others. They will use this time of vulnerability to promote their own 
agendas.  

Ziba comes to meet David here with generous provisions, “a couple of asses saddled, 
and upon them two hundred loaves of bread, and an hundred bunches of raisins, and an hundred of 
summer fruits, and a bottle of wine.” (v1b) However, when David questions, “And where is thy 
master's son?” then  Ziba  immediately replies, “Behold, he abideth at Jerusalem: for he said, To 
day shall the house of Israel restore me the kingdom of my father.” (v3) Clearly Ziba had 
anticipated the question. He has no hesitation in slandering the reputation of his master.  

This allegation does not even seem plausible. Absalom is never likely to ever 
hand the throne over to a crippled unrelated man after seizing it from his own father! 
Mephibosheth has never revealed any evidence of such a foolish mind before. 
Furthermore, why would Ziba bring such a generous gift in public if his master was 
conspiring against David? However, when a person has just been betrayed by his son and 
closest advisor it is easy to become cynical and suspicious of everyone. That’s a danger 
for us all in times of difficulty. It’s easy to swing from one extreme to the other.  

We should not automatically take the word of the Zibas of this world against 
other believers who have proved faithful in the past. Beware of people bearing gifts and 
then try to poison you against other believers. The Bible repeatedly warns about not 
making a judgment on the truth of allegations about another believer without hearing the 
full truth of a matter.  All accusations must be properly verified before both making 
public statements, “He that answereth a matter before he heareth it, it is folly and shame unto him” 
(Prov. 18:13). It is to your shame and folly if you repeat gossip without checking the 
facts.  
 
 

HYMN: HGG 509 He Who Would Valiant Be 
PRAYER: Help Us Not to be Cynical  


