
SATURDAY 25 JULY 2015 

Scripture Reading: 2 Samuel 15; Psalm 55 

 TRAIL OF TEARS 
 

David left his beloved Jerusalem and made his way up the Mount of Olives, “And David 
went up by the ascent of mount Olivet, and wept as he went up, and had his head covered, and he went 
barefoot: and all the people that was with him covered every man his head, and they went up, weeping as 
they went up.” (v30) David is walking in the footsteps of Christ as he experiences more of 
the sorrows of the fellowship of the Lord’s sufferings. Not every day is a day of laughter 
in the Christian life, as “To every thing there is a season, and a time to every purpose under the 
heaven” which includes a “time to weep, and a time to laugh; a time to mourn, and a time to dance.” 
(Eccl. 3:1,4) Certainly, David had much to weep about – the fruit of his sins were being 
reaped here in such a painful and public manner. He must have been heartbroken over 
the betrayal and spiritual state of Absalom. The “trail of tears” began with the death of 
his illegitimate child and now continues on. Sin has deep and bitter consequences.  

A crushing blow is followed by another with news of the double betrayal of 
Ahithophel, “And one told David, saying, Ahithophel is among the conspirators with Absalom.” 
(v31a) David thought very highly of this man. In the Psalms he reveals how deep was the 
wound, “Yea, mine own familiar friend, in whom I trusted, which did eat of my bread, hath lifted up 
his heel against me.” (Psa. 41:9) In Psalm 55 he revealed,  

For it was not an enemy that reproached me; then I could have borne it: 
neither was it he that hated me that did magnify himself against me; then 
I would have hid myself from him: But it was thou, a man mine equal, my 
guide, and mine acquaintance. We took sweet counsel together, and 
walked unto the house of God in company. (Psa. 55:12-14) 

Although Ahithophel had a personal grudge with David over the murder of 
Uriah, by joining with Absalom in this conspiracy Ahithophel launched a direct attack on 
God and the Lord’s anointed king. As a consequence, David immediately prayed, “O 
LORD, I pray thee, turn the counsel of Ahithophel into foolishness.” (v31b) In Psalm 55 we 
discover that he also prayed, “Let death seize upon them, and let them go down quick into hell: for 
wickedness is in their dwellings, and among them.” (Psa. 55:15) It is not wrong to pray 
imprecatory prayers if the person is opposing God’s revealed will and ordained 
leadership. Such people are first and foremost God’s enemies, for as Scripture reveals 
“they fear not God.” (Psa. 55:20b)  These people cannot attack God directly, so they attack 
the authority He has ordained. Both the Lord Jesus and the Apostle Paul cited 
imprecatory prayers from the Psalms (cf. John 15:25; Rom. 11:9-10). David’s prayers will 
be prophetic and effective. The counsel of Ahithophel will come to nought and both he 
and Absalom will soon be in the grave.  
 

HYMN: HGG 588 A Mighty Fortress Is Our God 
PRAYER: Defend Your People Lord.  


